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FLATS BACKED 
DESPITE CONCERN 


Report by David Cosgrove 


CONTROVERSIAL plans to re¬ 
develop derelict former coun¬ 
cil offices to create apart¬ 
ments and a cafe are set to 
get the green light - despite 
more than a thousand people 
opposing the scheme. 

The Grade-II listed buildings in 
Great Cornbow and Hagley Street in 
Halesowen are proposed for a trans¬ 
formation into 24 apartments, a cafe 
and orangery under the proposals. 

Plans would also see the former landmark 
James Hobbs hardware shop refurbished as 
part of the project. 

Twenty-one letters of objection have been 
sent to Dudley Council, as well as two petitions 
with a total of 1,060 signatures. 

However, the scheme has been recommended 
for approval by planning officers. 

They claim it would revamp Halesowen town 
centre and ‘provides a long-term sustainable 
future for a number of listed buildings’. 

Council officers added that the development 
is considered appropriate from an amenity and 
highway safety point of view. 

A report on the objections states they were 
received following consultation with 38 neigh¬ 
bours, the posting of a site notice and the pub¬ 
lication of a newspaper advert. 

Issues 

“Main issues raised were - enough cafes/food 
outlets in town centre; additional competition 
for existing cafes/food outlets; too many char¬ 
ity shops in the town; need for better shops in 
town,” stated the report. 

Recommending the scheme for approval, 
council officers wrote: “The proposed develop¬ 
ment is considered to be acceptable in principle 
and is welcomed in that it provides a long-term 
sustainable future for a number of listed build¬ 
ings. 

“The development is also considered appro¬ 
priate from an amenity and highway safety 
point of view.” 

The council’s planning committee will rule 
on the plans at their next meeting, later this 
month. 

Meanwhile, homes are to be built on the for¬ 
mer site of a gas works in Lower Gornal after 
plans were given the go-ahead by Dudley Coun¬ 
cil. Ten homes will be built on the site of the old 
Musk Lane Works on Brook Street. The land 
has become overgrown since the demolition of 
the gas works, which had stood since the 1860s. 

• Building demolition shock - see page 3 


FLYING OUR FLAG FOR BLACK COUNTRY DAY 



Festival organiser Steve Edwards, Dudley Council leader Patrick Harley, Derek Groves and Mike Jones celebrate at Dudley Market 


FLY your Black Country flags with pride - 
that is the message from council chiefs and 
community leaders ahead of Black Country 
Day tomorrow (Friday). 

People have been encouraged to show their 
support for the region as its day of celebration 
approaches and the accompanying festival be¬ 
comes bigger and better. 

The Black Country Festival has grown mas¬ 
sively since it was first launched four years 
ago. 

Dudley Council leader Patrick Harley 
said: “It’s really fantastic to see how this has 


grown. It started out as an idea and to see 
it grow into such a spectacular celebration is 
great. 

“The Black Country Festival is getting big¬ 
ger and bigger every year. 

“From our point of view Dudley is the his¬ 
toric capital of the Black Country and so we 
love celebrating the history and heritage. 

“But it is also great to get the community 
involved. 

“We’ve got a great past and we should cel¬ 
ebrate that - but the support for the festival 
shows we’ve also got a very bright future.” 


Festival founder Steve Edwards said: “The 
support we’ve had has been absolutely fan¬ 
tastic. 

“Everybody is so proud to be from the 
Black Country and that shows why the flag is 
the second best seller behind the Union Jack 
- which is amazing. 

“I would never have thought we would get 
so big as it’s got. 

“I think it’s going to keep growing and 
growing in the future. It’s getting bigger and 
better and I think it will continue to do so.” 

• Celebration time - see page 2 


CRIME 

Teen in court after 
Merry Hill stabbing 

A TEENAGER has appeared in court over a 
stabbing at the Merry Hill shopping centre. 

The victim, a 19-year-old man, was 
treated in hospital after being attacked at 
around 11.15am on Saturday. 

Ronan Parker, aged 19, appeared at 
Dudley Magistrates’ Court on Monday 
charged with wounding with intent. 

Parker, of Dixons Green Road, Dudley, 
spoke to confirm his name and address. 
He did not enter a plea. 

He was remanded in custody and is due 
to appear next at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court on August 7. 

The victim is now in a stable condition 
in hospital. 

FATAL 

Police name man 
stabbed to death 

A 22-year-old man who died from a 
single stab wound has been named by 
police. 

Alexander Phillip Leonard died after 
he was attacked in Woodgate Gardens, 
Bartley Green, at around 10.50pm on 
Monday. 

Officers arrested an 18-year-old 
man in connection with the death on 
Wednesday afternoon on suspicion of 
murder. 


POLICE 

Victim is seriously 
injured in shooting 

A MAN was left seriously injured when he 
was shot in an attack near Halesowen. 

Detectives launched an investiga¬ 
tion after a man was shot in Quinton at 
around 6.30pm on Sunday. Police said the 
26-year-old victim remains in a serious but 
stable condition in hospital. 

An investigation is under way into the 
shooting at Bourne Green. 


INSIDE 


IN THE PINK AT 
RACE FOR LIFE 



JORDANS SOLICITORS 

Friendly, efficient 
and price 
competitive 



Here at 

Jordans Solicitors 

we offer, Conveyancing 
both Residential and 
Commercial, Wills and 
Probate, Powers of Attorney 
& Family Law... 


If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm 
Monday to Friday are not very convenient 
for you we can offer Thursday evening and 
Saturday morning 


I Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU Tel: 0121 585 3900 
35 Payne Street, Blackheath, West Midlands B65 ODH 
Telephone: 0121 559 2922 

www.jordans-solicitors.co.uk 
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Celebrating very best 
of the Black Country 



Deputy mayor of Dudley Alan Taylor, deputy mayoress of Dudley Win Taylor, shop manager Steve 
Edwards, and Mike Wood MP, outside The Black Country Hub in Merry Hill shopping centre 



Black Country Living Museum’s poet in residence, David ‘Lord and Lady Dudley’ played by Nigel Westwood-Bur- 


Reeves, outside the Worker’s Institute at the museum 


gess and Michelle Darby, with Danny the horse 


Guide to speaking the dialect 


Bostin’ - brilliant or excellent 
Wench - a girl or young woman 
Donnies - your hands 
Fittle - food, eg ‘bostin’ fittle’ 
Yampy - daft or mad 
A Piecey - bread and butter 
A Cob - a bread roll 
A cob on - in a mood 


Snap - food or a meal 
The Cut - the Canal 
Half-soaked - slow-witted 
The fizzog - the face 
‘Ta-ra a bit - see you later 

Compiled by Only Way is Dudley 
community Facebook page 


A BOSTIN’ weekend is lined 
up as communities come 
together to celebrate Black 
Country Day. 

Tomorrow, Friday, is the official 
Black Country Day but events 
are taking place throughout the 
month of July to mark the occa¬ 
sion. 

The day always falls on July 14, to 
mark the anniversary of the invention 
of the Newcomen Engine - the first to 
harness the power of steam. 

But the event has proved so popular 
that is has now become a month-long 
series of events and it is backed by all 
four Black Country councils - Dud¬ 
ley, Sandwell, Wolverhampton and 
Walsall. 

A VIP guest helped kick off the 
activities at the Black Country Liv¬ 
ing Museum at the weekend - the 
man credited with creating the Black 
Country. 

Lord William Ward, the 1st Earl of 
Dudley, brought the industrial revo¬ 
lution to the area, opening mines and 
furnaces in Dudley and Bilston, em¬ 
ploying hundreds of men. 

Opposite 

He opened an asylum for workers 
who had been blinded, before it was 
turned into the Guest Hospital, which 
was situated opposite the museum in 
Dudley. 

Lord Ward, played by Nigel West- 
wood-Burgess, was at the Black Coun¬ 
try Living Museum on Saturday along 
with his wife, Countess of Dudley, 
Lady Georgina, alias Michelle Darby. 

At the museum over the weekend 
Black Country trail was held to take 
visitors around the attractions as well 
as meeting some its characters. 

The event, called the Black Coun¬ 
try Weekend, was a taster for Black 
Country Day. Also over the weekend 
was Street Food Affair in Stourbridge 
on Friday night followed by fun days 
at Netherton Park and Upper Gornal. 

Mr Westwood-Burgess said: “I 
think it is important to celebrate the 
day because it is a time of great inven¬ 
tion and industry for this area. It is so 
rich in heritage I think we should tell 
everyone about it and be proud of it.” 

He added: “Without Lord Ward we 
would not have had the industrial rev¬ 
olution in this year. He started most 
of the mines and furnaces - without 
him there would not have been a red 
sky at night.” 

The museum’s poet in residence, 
Dave Reeves ran a workshop out¬ 
side the Women’s Institute where 
he turned people’s descriptions of 
the area into rhymes and verses in 
the Black Country dialect. One read 


‘hard work from money to light, the 
smell of beer and cod, a scratchin’s 
not something you to an itch, a crusty 
cob’s not a swan it’s a roll’. He said: 
“We should celebrate our dialect, it is 
something to be proud of.” 

The showpiece event of the festi¬ 
val is a comedy show with TV’s Ross 
Noble headlining at Brier ley Hill Civic 


Hall tomorrow (Friday). The support¬ 
ing acts on the night are all from the 
Black Country. There is also a Black 
Country Variety Night taking place 
at Great Bridge library tomorrow in¬ 
cluding comedy, music and poetry. 

Dudley and Old Hill will be throw¬ 
ing fun days on Saturday as part of 
the festival while the Wolverhamp¬ 


ton Fiesta will be held at West Park 
all weekend. The Old Post Office in 
Wednesbury has live music all day on 
Saturday. 

Last week an information centre 
was officially launched at Merry Hill 
shopping centre to promote the re¬ 
gion’s tourism. 

Located near the bus station, the 
Black Country Hub was opened by 
the Black Country Arts Council and 
dignitaries from Dudley Council and 
Dudley South MP Mike Wood. 

Mr Wood said: “We are really proud 
of our industrial heritage in the Black 
Country. The launch of the hub and 
the festival celebrates that, there is 
real focus, not just on the festival, but 
going forward in the future.” 

For details, visit http://black-coun 
try-festival, co.uk/whats-on 


Closure of 
hospital to 
affect care 
for elderly 

A HOSPITAL treating people for psy¬ 
chological problems and dementia has 
been earmarked for closure. 

Birch Day Hospital, based in the 
grounds of Russells Hall Hospital in 
Dudley, will close under plans which 
are to be considered after consultation 
ends today (Thursday). 

Dudley Clinical Commissioning 
Group (CCG) bosses want the care 
to be carried out in the community, 
rather than the hospital setting. 

It comes as the group is also con¬ 
ducting a review in to services which 
are no longer ‘value for taxpayers 
money’, with it needing to save £14 
million this financial year. 

Dudley and Walsall Mental Health 
Partnership NHS Trust is working 
in partnership with the CCG on the 
consultation for the hospital closure. 

A spokesman said: “We are, to¬ 
gether with our local health part¬ 
ner, Dudley Clinical Commissioning 
Group, looking at ways we can im¬ 
prove the services we offer to patients 
and bring care closer to home. 

“The proposal to close Birch Day 
Hospital outlines alternative options 
for how we deliver our services in¬ 
cluding the introduction of an older 
adult mental health home treatment 
service. This will bring care closer to 
home and potentially mean assess¬ 
ment, support and treatment for men¬ 
tal health patients.” 

Under the proposal, patients of the 
hospital will be consulted on their fu¬ 
ture care. It also says there would be 
more money spent on mental health 
treatments in the home such as ther¬ 
apeutic sessions. 

One person, who did not want to 
be named, said: “The closure of this 
centre will leave elderly mentally ill 
patients vulnerable.” 

Popular soul night 
making a return 

ULTIMATE and Dudley CVS Charity 
have combined to bring The Ultimate 
Soul and Motown Night back to Brier- 
ley Hill Civic on Saturday, following 
on from a successful night in March. 

Ultimate’s DJ for the evening is Big 
Reg who is looking forward again to a 
great night. “These nights, I love DJ- 
ing, as we stick to the really popular 
soul and Motown tracks for most of 
the night. As this is what most people 
know, love and request, there is also a 
few northern soul tracks dropped in. 
We have a couple more planned later 
in the year and it is one of the few 
events that you get the music and old 
soul videos played at the same time.” 

Tickets are £5 in advance from 
www.ticketsource.co.uk or £6 on the 
door from 8pm. 


Denture Care Clinic 

• We have a special interest in your denture 

• Listening to our patients , communication is key for success 

• We can spend over 3 hours to ensure the perfect smile 

• The most advance techniques are used to customise your denture all under one roof 

• A range is avalible to accommodate everyone’s budget. 



NEW 

DENTURES 


COPY 

DENTURES 


NATURAL 

LOOKING 


DENTURE 

REPAIR 


Providing a professional, personal & 
discreet service. Patient satisfaction 
is our highest priority 


CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 

HOMEVISITS 
AVAILABLE 


Jtee JeMMqten Q1384 468 648 

CDTRCSENGRDT. W B WW WTW 

3a BLACKBERRY LANE, HALESOWEN, B63 4NX 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


S* Telephone 0121 559 9985 B Sock, 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


% ft y awW I Awm— » * 

livgiimn Tw Nail* Treated 
Tor Nail (Titling ami Trimming 
Diabetic Foot (are 
(•mrral Font ( are 
(allu* Reduction 
Horn* Vttit Service Alto AweiUbW 

> 01,384 413444 rT M 


47 m DOTTAl shop . 


nsEgfig 

QSSfiHl 


Repair Strict Availitfe 


MM* MHIHI 














































































3 


Guard 'left 
to die' is 
now on road 
to recovery 

THE family of a factory security 
guard bludgeoned with a shovel by a 
burglar say they want closure on the 
incident. 

Joginder Mattu, aged 73, was so 
badly injured following the attack at 
Stoke Forgings in Brierley Hill he was 
left in a coma. 

His attacker, Lee Parsons, 45, of 
Highgate Road, Holly Hall, Dudley, 
was jailed for 14 years at Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court on Thursday. 

Parsons had pleaded guilty to at¬ 
tempted murder and burglary at the 
factory in Vine Street. 

The court heard how the attack 
lasted 17 minutes and at one point 
Parsons knelt to say something in the 
ear of the defenceless pensioner. 

Mr Mattu suffered a bleed to the 
brain, fractures to the face and head 
wounds. Yet despite the week in a 
coma following the attack on March 
19, Mr Mattu has made a remarkable 
recovery. 

Retirement 

In a statement the family said: 
“Dad is recovering at home and as a 
family we would like to draw closure 
on this incident; we just want to give 
dad time to recuperate with his fam¬ 
ily, hopefully make a full recovery and 
for him to enjoy his retirement.” 

Detective Constable Paul Widdal 
said: “I am pleased the court recog¬ 
nised the severity of the assault and 
handed down a lengthy prison sen¬ 
tence. 

“Parsons is clearly a danger to the 
public and people are safer with him 
behind bars. 

“Mr Mattu has shown great cour¬ 
age and a fantastic mind-set. In fact, 
when he came around in hospital the 
first thing he wanted to know was if 
anything had been stolen and when 
told no replied ‘I did my job then!’ 

Judge James Burbidge QC told Par¬ 
sons: “You showed him no mercy .You 
bludgeoned him and left him in a pool 
of blood to die.” 


Official breaks leg 

A FRIENDLY between Halesow¬ 
en Town and Redditch United was 
abandoned after 20 minutes when a 
referee’s assistant broke a leg. It was 
reported that a spectator passed out 
due to the extent of the injury. 


Library craft fair 

A SUMMER craft fair will be taking 
place at Halesowen Library on Satur¬ 
day from noon to 2pm with a range of 
handmade items for sale. It will take 
place at level 7 Caslon Hall. For more 
information call (01384) 812980. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Holidaymakers get virtual reality preview 



Get a view of your resort via VR headsets 


Holiday hunters can get a real taste 
of their chosen resort with a virtual 
trip thanks to the latest technology on 
offer at a Dudley travel agents. 

Thomson has opened a new flagship 
store at INTU Merry Hill which has 
such features as virtual reality head¬ 
sets to bring the holiday to life for its 
customers in store. 

In a first for Thomson, visitors 
to the store will be able to immerse 
themselves in a range of ‘taster’ ex¬ 
periences, such as a trip onboard the 
TUI Discovery cruise or viewing pre¬ 
mium seats on 787 Dreamliners. 


There are digital interactive maps 
to help customers search for and 
narrow down their holiday choices, 
showcasing in-depth information on 
destinations and videos of resorts and 
hotels. 

Within the new store customers can 
also use dedicated self-service com¬ 
puters to print boarding passes, do 
advanced passenger information and 
to pay off any balances with the team 
of retail advisors on hand to answer 
questions and provide expert knowl¬ 
edge. 

A new appointment reservation 


system will also make its debut at the 
store in Merry Hill, which officially 
opened at the weekend. 

And a currency ATM dispensing 
stocking Euros and Dollars will ena¬ 
ble customers to withdraw their own 
travel money. 

Helen Caron, Distribution and 
Cruise director for TUI UK & I said: 
“We’re delighted to be able to offer a 
new and improved store to help our 
agents provide a state-of-the-art book¬ 
ing service to our customers. This 
flagship store launch underlines our 
commitment to retail.” 


the university here can come to¬ 
gether to forge professional links 
that recognise what you have in 
common and the expertise you 
have in your various disciplines. 

“The aim of BCU in London is 
to bring our alumni together in a 
formidable network of profession¬ 
als,” he added. 


Royalty sought 
for hospice fayre 

THE search is on princes and prin¬ 
cesses to take a starring role at a pa¬ 
rade through Oldswinford. 

Mary Stevens Hospice Summer 
Fayre is on September 2 will start 
with a parade through the streets of 
Oldswinford, which will be led by the 
Fayre Queen, Princes and Princesses, 
who will be provided with costumes. 
The Fayre Queen will also represent 
the hospice during a 12-month reign. 

Categories are Fayre Queen, aged 
16 plus; Fayre Princess, 11-15; Fayre 
Prince, 11-15; Fayre Princess; 4-10; 
and Fayre Prince, 4-10. To nominate 
visit www.marystevenshospice.co.uk/ 
event/summer-fayre-2017 by July 30. 

Staff and students 
get cheaper rides 

BUS fares are being cut for students 
and NHS staff in a Birmingham sub¬ 
urb. National Express West Midlands 
has introduced a £1 single trip be¬ 
tween the city centre and Selly Oak, 
near the University of Birmingham 
and the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. 

The £1 University Hop is valid on 
the X61, 63, X64 and 98 buses but 
only for NHS staff and University of 
Birmingham staff and students. The 
ticket can be bought at any stop be¬ 
tween Birmingham city centre and 
Griffins Brook Lane or Weoley Hill 
bus stop. ID will be required. 

Nominations open 
for trust awards 

DUDLEY and Walsall Mental Health 
Partnership NHS Trust has launched 
its Recognising Success Staff Awards. 

This year, members of the public 
and stakeholders can make nomina¬ 
tions on three categories - Patient 
Champion, Unsung Hero and Work¬ 
ing in Collaboration. 

Nominations must be submitted by 
5pm on August 1. The ceremony is on 
September 22 at the Banks’s Stadium, 
Walsall. To submit an nomination, see 
the trust’s website - dwmh.nhs.uk/ 
recognising-success-staff-awards/in 
troduction/ or call 01384 325015. 

Re-opening date for 
Hickory's announced 

A POPULAR restaurant that burned 
down last year is set to reopen later 
this month. 

Hickory’s Smokehouse at Wall 
Heath will open its doors at 11am on 
July 26. 

Rebuilding on the Kidderminster 
Road restaurant began earlier this 
year after a fridge electrical fault last 
August sent the building up in smoke. 

Hickory’s is part of a small chain of 
restaurants. 


Anger over plans to 
demolish town building 


A PROMINENT town centre building 
which is home to a gym, martial arts 
club, taxi company and tyre garage 
is to be demolished. 

Businesses at Pioneer House, in Hale¬ 
sowen, were informed by their landlord 
they may have to leave the premises in 
less than three months. 

It could be knocked down as soon as Octo¬ 
ber, according to proposals lodged with council 
planners on June 30. 

One business owner, who did not wish to be 
named, said he was gutted at the decision. 

He said: “We have been left in the dark - our 
organisation is at the heart of the community 
and this has come out of the blue. We are gut¬ 
ted. 

“It is unreasonable to be given such short 
notice and tell us to get out. 

“This building is well known in Halesowen,” 
he added. 

Landlord Khosrow Omidvar said all the busi¬ 
nesses had been aware that plans could go for¬ 
ward for demolition at any time. 

Levelled 

He said he had yet to decide how the site 
would be used once the building was levelled. 

He explained: “In our tenancy agreement we 
had provisions for development and demolition 
to give notice to tenants and most of their ten¬ 
ancy agreements are short-term anyway. 

“At this point I am looking into giving them 
more time to move out and find alternative fa¬ 
cilities. I want to work with them and accom¬ 
modate them as best as possible.” 

The building is currently home to KMM 
Tyres, APT Health and Fitness, Gracie Barra 
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu and Star Taxis. It was best 
known for housing Halesowen Sports Club 
until a fire forced it to move last year. 

It sits next to one of the town centre’s largest 
car parks and Benjamin’s Banqueting Suite. 

Halesowen north ward councillor Stuart 
Henley said he was disappointed. 

“Such a decision should have been discussed 
with the businesses first.” he said. 


Sir Lenny backs city graduates 



Chancellor Sir Lenny at the launch event for Birmingham City University’s new alumni venture in London 


ACTOR and comedian Sir Lenny 
Henry heaped praise on the West 
Midlands’ ‘cool’ renaissance as he 
launched a networking group for 
university graduates in London. 

Sir Lenny, from Dudley, was 
appointed as Birmingham City 
University’s chancellor last year. 
The new venture - ‘BCU in Lon¬ 


don’ - is open to graduates of the 
university who are based or have 
business-interests in the capital. 

Addressing 100 guests and 
alumni at the launch, Sir Lenny 
said: “We want this launch to 
form the basis of a strong and en¬ 
during network - BCU in London 
- where graduates and friends of 



A week of creative performing arts fun! 

Monday 7th August - friday 11th August 2017 
Monday - Thursday 10:00am - 4:00pm 
friday 10:00am - 7:00pm 

(Performance fri. 11th August 6:00pm - 7:00pm) 

Venue: The Earls High School, Halesowen, B63 3SL 
Cost: £130.00 per student 

would like to know more about our regular weekend 
lessons and future workshops, call: 0121 531 7430 or visit our website: www,stagecoach,co.uk/halesowen 


SUMMER 2017 


WORKSHOP 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, July 13, 2017 































Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, July 13, 2017 


Vision of museum’s new visitor centre 



An artist’s impression of the new visitor centre planned for the Black Country Living Museum in Dudley 


IMAGES have been released showing 
what the Black Country Living Mu¬ 
seum’s new visitor centre could look 
like. 

The multi-million pound project has 
moved a step forward with architects 
appointed. 

Napier Clarke Architects will de¬ 
sign the facility, the central feature of 
a £21.7m Forging Ahead development 
project at the Tipton Road attraction 
in Dudley. 

The visitor centre will allow the site 
to link up more closely with other at¬ 
tractions at Castle Hill, such as Dudley 
Zoo and Castle. 


The Heritage Lottery Fund has pro¬ 
vided £10m to allow the attraction to 
be expanded by a third, with the plans 
also incorporating a new 1940s to 60s 
town. 

Impressed 

A total of 24 architects across Eu¬ 
rope applied to carry out the build, 
with Buckinghamshire-based Napier 
Clarke Architects successfully winning 
the bid. 

Andrew Lovett, chief executive at 
BCLM, said: “The whole selection 
panel was very impressed with the 
highly experienced and enthusiastic 


team Napier Clarke Architects had 
brought together on their pitch; they 
really seemed to understand what we 
are trying to achieve.” 

The upgrade is set to bring in an 
extra half a million visitors through 
the attraction’s doors each year. 

It will bring in a new time period to 
the attraction and focus on the Black 
Country in the post-war period, up 
until the closure of the Baggeridge 
Coalmine, in Sedgley, in 1968. 

Steve Clarke, a director of Napier 
Clarke Architects alongside Amy 
Napier, said: “We are delighted to 
have been appointed.” 

I 



Interior of the centre, part of the £21.7m Forging Ahead project at the growing Tipton Road attraction 


Wester's best for being 
off guard about talents 


THIS dancing security guard 
proved he has got the moves 
- and wowed crowds from 
across the country after the 
video went viral. 

Wester Brown, who has worked 
in security for 21 years, impressed 
an audience at a Black Country 
shopping centre. 

A video of him strutting his stuff 
have been shared hundreds of times 
online, with Mr Brown getting plenty 
of backing. 

However, he admitted his dancing 
skills haven’t come out of the blue, 
as 40-year-old Mr Brown used to be a 
break-dancing instructor. 

He was egged on by the crowd at an 
event at West Bromwich’s New Square 
shopping centre over the weekend. 

Given the chance to strut his stuff 
he lived up to expectations. 

Announcer 

Father-of-three Mr Brown, who 
lives in Birmingham, said: “At the 
time I was in charge of the speaker 
system and I saw one of the models in 
a lift. 

“There was some music on and I 
just started dancing and she said ‘you 
could do our show’ but I thought they 
were joking. Then the announcer put 
me on the spot but I started doing it 
and it was great - then they called me 
back for a grand finale as well. 

“There were a few nerves at first. 
But when they asked me to go again I 
thought ‘why not?”’ 

Mr Brown said it was good to be able 
to prove to people there was a person 
behind the hi-vis jacket. 

He added: “It’s a bit like when you 
see police officers dancing - it shows 
they are human and can enjoy them¬ 
selves. It’s not just a badge there is a 



Getting down to the beat 

person behind it. Down here we like 
to see ourselves as a community more 
than anything, rather than being peo¬ 
ple who tell others what to do. 

“Customer service is really impor¬ 
tant. 

“My dancing was a bit of fun for 
everybody. We had a great turn-out 
and afterwards everybody who was 


Over to you - the guard’s cool finale 

asking if I was the one who was danc¬ 
ing. 

“It was great to make people happy 
- that’s the main thing we want to do, 
bring happiness to everybody. 

To see the video see https://www. 
facebook.com/NewSquareWestBrom 
wich 



..With our specialist 
in Acupuncture, 
Acupressure, 
Cupping & Ear 
Candle 



We can help if you 

• Suffer with pains in neck, shoulder, 
elbow, lower back & knee 

• Suffer with pain or arthritis, 
trapped nervous, soft tissue injury 
& sciatica 

• Suffer with pain from swollen 
joints after operations such as hip 
replacement and knee replacement 

• Suffer with overweight 


We can also help 

• Infertile couples to get pregnant 
with a high success rate through 
acupuncture and herbs 

• Infertile couples improving egg 
quality and sperm count prior to 
IVF treatment 

Or any symptoms you are not sure of, 
visit us for a confidential consultation 
or telephone for an appointment 


UK Registered 
20 Years 
Experience 


Open 10.30 - 5.30 
Monday - Saturday 


10B Peckingham Street, 
Halesowen 

0121 585 9393 




SUMMER DISCOUNTS 


fiiifr7^7<ag?w7?mTri 


AND UPVC CLEANING 


OUR SERVICES INCLUDE 

✓ Driveway and patio jet washing 

✓ Concrete imprint repaired, sealed and coloured 
UPVC Guttering, Fascia and Soffits, washed & cleaned 
✓ Conservatories and Orangeries cleaned (inside & out) 

✓ Tiled roofs washed and cleaned 


At BTF we specialise in the external cleaning of 
properties. Our team of experts are trained to tackle 
and revive the most dirty and worn of driveways, patios, 
tiled roofs and UPVC products. Do you have a concrete 
imprint drive?? 

If so why don’t you enquire in our maintenance and 
cleaning of all concrete imprint driveways and patios. 


For all of your external cleaning requirements, 


call the experts at BTF Cleaning Services!! 



www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9ND 


Tel/Fax No: 01384 568345 
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Prices start 
from £60 a bay 

Includes: 

• Heavy duty 
'fence: panel 
Gravel board and 
oncretepost 
Fully insured 

q^eaftwarranty, 

Shed rejfeltsgiven 




REPLACING YOUR WINDOWS & DOORS 
WILL NOT COST THE EARTH. ■■ 

Direct manufacturers of quality 
UPVC Windows, Doors & Patios 


5 WINDOWS FOR £775 

FULLY GLAZED 



2ft x 5ft 3ft x 5ft 
£98 £121 


4ft x 5ft 

£141 


4ft x 5ft 3ft x 6ft 

£174 £141 




Choice r 
of any 10 \ 
different \ 


n 

n 



style doors 
from only 
£250 


.u 


L 



ID VANCE WINDOW 

systems Ltd 


Tel/Fax: 0121 5650033/07752921 699 A Rated Mows 

Unit 12A Pope Street, Smethwick B66 2JP 



































































Driver went 
through 11 
red lights 
fleeing police 

A DRIVER from Halesowen led police 
on a 20-minute high-speed chase after 
being spotted ‘racing’ two other mo¬ 
torists, a judge was told. 

Filipe Vaz went through 11 red 
traffic lights during the pursuit which 
started in Hallens Drive, Wednes- 
bury, at around 10pm on April 30, 
Wolverhampton Crown Court heard. 

The 32-year-old ignored a request 
to stop from a marked police car and 
accelerated after being spotted break¬ 
ing a High Court injunction banning 
‘car cruising’ 

Vaz sped onto Weston Way and 
headed for Bilston reaching up to 
80mph on roads where the speed limit 
was either 30 or 40mph. He under¬ 
took at least one driver. 

Stinger 

The chase ended when officers de¬ 
ployed a ‘stinger’ across Stourbridge 
Road which burst two of the Honda 
Civic’s tyres and forced the driver to 
come to a halt in a nearby car park. 

The defendant had already been 
given a six-month suspended sentence 
by the High Court for breaking the 
terms of the injunction in a separate 
hearing. He received an interim dis¬ 
qualification following the chase but 
was caught driving again soon after¬ 
wards and is due to be sentenced for 
that by magistrates later this month. 

Mr Christopher O’Gorman, de¬ 
fending, said: “He seems to be going 
through the teenage years he did not 
live the first time around. He is a fa¬ 
ther and really should know better.” 

Vaz from Polden Close, Halesowen 
pleaded guilty to dangerous driving 
and failing to stop for police. He was 
given a four-month prison sentence 
suspended for two years and banned 
from driving for 18 months. He was 
ordered to do 120 hours unpaid work 
and pay £200 costs. 


Hundreds are in the 
pink to Race For Life 


TEARS, smiles and gritted teeth - hun¬ 
dreds of fundraisers took part in an 
emotional charity race to raise cash for 
cancer research. 

Race For Life saw women and children 
pound the grounds of Himley Hill in Dudley 
in a 5km race on Sunday 

Before the race started a warm-up drill was per¬ 
formed and then a minute’s silence for runners to 
remember why they were taking part. 

The emotions got the better of many with tears on 
show as runners ran from the start line. But there 
was also plenty of smiles and waves from the par¬ 
ticipants, who will raise well over £5,000 for Cancer 
Research UK. 

Entrants paid up to £15 to take part, but raise far 
more in sponsorship from friends, family and work 
colleagues. 

And the reasons for taking part were clear. Run¬ 
ners put signs on their back with names of those 
who have suffered or died from cancer, many said 
‘mom’, ‘nan’, ‘dad’. 

It was also a chance for some who have won their 
battle with cancer to celebrate the all-clear, and pay 
back money to the research which has helped them. 

Support 

Mother Zoe Farinha, aged 40, from Halesowen, 
was recently given the all-clear from bowel cancer. 
She enlisted a team of six friends to take part in the 
race, which started at 11am. They have raised more 
than £1,000. 

Mrs Farinha said: “This is the end of my night¬ 
mare, and a chance to move on. I’ve made it thanks 
to the support from friends and family. It is a great 
feeling to come here and be surrounded by my 
friends once more, raising money.” 

Race For Life has been run by Cancer Research 
UK in partnership with Tesco for the past 15 years. 
The next Race For Life event is the Pretty Muddy 
Birmingham 5k on Sunday at Cofton Park. 



Hundreds of runners in their pink outfits at the start of the race in the grounds at Himley Hall 



Donna Preston, from Wordsley, with daughter Laura Pickering, Nicloe Darby, Steph Patterson, Zoe 
Leah Strachan and friend Charlie Smith Farinha, Clair Jones and Kim McEnery of Halesowen 


NEWS IN BRIEF 
Housing proposed 
to replace eyesore 

A KEY gateway to Dudley will be re¬ 
vamped, as council chiefs revealed 
plans to demolish an eyesore building 
and build new homes in its place. 

Dudley Council has bought the for¬ 
mer Welcome Home Designs furniture 
store in Wolverhampton Street and 
plans to build affordable housing on 
the site. 

The move has been backed by MP 
Ian Austin, who said: “Let’s hope it 
heralds regeneration of the whole 
street.” 

The building, on the corner of Wol¬ 
verhampton Street and School Street, 
has been derelict for a number of 
years and has fallen into disrepair. 

NHS Trust's work 
in public spotlight 

A HEALTH trust is inviting the pub¬ 
lic to attend its annual members’ 
meeting to find out more about its 
services and how it is performing. 

The Dudley Group NHS Trust’s 
Annual Members Meeting is taking 
place on July 20 in the Clinical Edu¬ 
cation Centre at Russells Hall Hospi¬ 
tal. The event will run from 5pm until 
8.30pm. Free parking is available. 
Places are limited and to book a place 
call (01384) 321124 or email founda- 
tionmembers@dgh.nhs.uk 

There will be a question and answer 
session with trust directors. 

Plea for history 
loving volunteers 

DUDLEY Council is looking for peo¬ 
ple interested in history and heritage 
who would like to receive free train¬ 
ing to provide information at herit¬ 
age events and activities. 

The project forms part of the bor¬ 
ough’s ‘townscape heritage scheme’. 
Email michele.birch@dudley.gov.uk 
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ULTIMATE 

SECURITY 

GUARANTEE 




We take security very seriously 
Guaranteed high security on ALL 
products. Full details on request. 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the 
installation has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service Available 


Make the RIGHT decision this Summer and give RYDALE a ring... FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk | Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS | Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm. Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 


Replace the existing roof on your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a room you can use all year round. 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry. No other company 
in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we have been in business for more than 30 years. 


D 


^WINDOWS^OORS^ONSERVATORIES, 


ORANGERIES, PORCHES, FASCIAS & 
_ SOFFIT BOARDS _ 

Cleaning Services now available to restore 
all your uPVC products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning available. 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Losing my 
religion, to 
get out of 
assembly? 

WHAT is it with youngsters today? Rhi- 
annon Shipton and Lily McAllister-Sutton 
are two 15-year-old schoolgirls - I refuse 
to call them ‘students’ - from Cardiff. And 
they have found themselves in the news 
over the past few weeks for launching a 
petition which says that religious worship 
in schools infringes their human rights. 
Basically, they want to bunk off assembly. 

Of course, they are not actually obliged 
to attend assembly, their parents can ask 
the school for them to opt out. But that 
would be too conciliatory. It’s the princi¬ 
ple, innit? 

Needless to say, the politicians, all des¬ 
perate to be “down wiv da kids” at the 
moment, are bending over backwards to 
congratulate the pair. The Welsh Assem¬ 
bly is writing to the education secretary 
asking for their complaint to be consid¬ 
ered. Assembly member Neil McEvoy 
said: “It is really great to see young peo¬ 
ple engage in politics and taking an in¬ 
terest.” 

Well, I’m sorry, but I don’t think it is 
really great at all. In fact, I think it is a 
rather sad. When I was 15, my main pre¬ 
occupations were smuggling hair gel into 
school without my parents finding out, 
daydreaming about girls, and worrying 
about whether Aston Villa would get out 
of the Second Division. Come to think of 
it, apart from the hair gel, pretty much the 
same as they are today. 

Complaining to the Government that 
school assembly was a violation of my 
human rights somehow slipped my mind. 

Besides, if you didn’t want to go into 
assembly, there was a very simple trick, 
which didn’t involve petitions, human 
rights laws or anything like that. You wore 
white socks. Or the wrong shoes. Every 
time, without fail, a certain teacher - who 
many pupils thought could actually smell 
non-regulation clothing - would pull you 
out of the line, and make you stand in the 
foyer for a spot of public humiliation. 

■ ■ ■ 

HAVING enjoyed the gorgeous sun¬ 
shine of the weekend, I did what any 
self-respecting Black Countryman would 
do on Sunday night and sat in the garden 
with a glass of beer and a tabloid news¬ 
paper. And when the sky opened up, and 
the rain came cascading down, I again 
did what any self-respecting Black Coun¬ 
tryman would do - put the parasol up and 
carried on reading. 

Typical Britain, you never know what 
the weather is going to do next. One min¬ 
ute you’re putting your underpants in the 
freezer to keep them cool, the next you’re 
sticking them in the microwave to warm 
them up. Very confusing. 


General pattern is to avoid all the key questions 




Tony Blair, said to be not straight with 
the nation over invading Iraq 


Newsreader Ri Chun-Hee, almost dancing 
in her seat announcing the missile launch 



Geri Horner’s approach over problems is 
to think what the Queen would do 


Answers? No, leave 
people wanting more 


IN a single week, see how the Establishment 
serves the people. First the Grenfell Tower in¬ 
quiry gets a chairman nobody wants. Then the 
coroner says the Birmingham Pub Bombings in¬ 
quest will not investigate who was guilty. Finally, 
after 14 years, Sir John Chilcot admits that Tony 
Blair was not straight with the nation over invad¬ 
ing Iraq. See the pattern? Go as slowly as pos¬ 
sible, avoid all the key questions and always, al¬ 
ways leave the people begging for real answers. 

ACCORDING to the Local Government Asso¬ 
ciation, bus travel in Britain is at its lowest for 
decades with a drop of 75 million journeys from 
2015-2017. By pure chance, this news broke 
on the very day I applied for my bus pass. Also 
on the same day a court report appeared about 
a thug who punched four bus passengers. He 
wasn’t a psychiatric case; he was just ‘having 
a bad day’. That’s the trouble with public trans¬ 
port. Your journey is only ever as pleasant as 
your least pleasant fellow-passenger. 

IRONY corner. As I applied for my bus pass it 
struck me as odd that, although you can prove 
your identity with passport and utility bills, the 
preferred ID for obtaining free rides on buses is 
your driving licence. 

IN the 1930s, the world wasted a lot of en¬ 
ergy laughing at that preposterous pair of po¬ 
seurs, Hitler and Mussolini. By the time we re¬ 
alised they were no laughing matter, it was too 
late. One online contributor, responding to this 
week’s launch of an intercontinental ballistic 
missile by North Korea, quipped: “I hope it’s not 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 



war because Celtic have just signed a Korean 
striker, Nok wun-in.” Others posted messages 
about Kim Jong-un’s bonkers haircut. Hilarious. 
Now, where’s the nearest lead-lined bunker? 


bigger rescue boats. The migrants are trans¬ 
ferred to the bigger boats. Finally, the smug¬ 
glers’ mates turn up, smiling broadly, to collect 
the empty boats and tow them back to Libya 
for another trip. In the process, hundreds of 
migrants drown. You can’t help thinking that 
if the Royal Marines were ordered to seize the 
smugglers’ boats and sink them, this vile trade 
would become unprofitable pretty damn quick. 
At present this obscenity is not so much a crisis 
as a well-oiled business. 


NORTH Korea wheeled out its favourite veter¬ 
an newsreader, the hyper-enthusiastic Ri Chun- 
Hee, to announce the missile launch. She was 
almost dancing in her seat and no-one in North 
Korea was left in any doubt that this was won¬ 
derful news. Good news on British TV is indicat¬ 
ed by Mishal Husain raising one eyebrow half a 
millimetre. 

IN an interview with one of the weekend 
glossies, Geri Horner (formerly Spice Girl Har¬ 
well) describes her royal approach to life’s prob¬ 
lems: “When I’m in doubt, I often think, what 
would the Queen do?” Interesting tip, although 
I suspect the answer is that the Queen would 
summon a footman, and the rest of us cannot. 

IF you watched the Channel 4 News report 
on the Mediterranean migrant crisis you would 
have learned how the migrants pay thousands 
of euros to the people smugglers in Libya. Then 
they set to sea in leaky boats. They are met a 
few miles offshore by small boats crewed by 
various well-meaning charities who summon 


YOU may recall my piece a couple of years 
ago when my optician warned darkly against 
keeping contact lenses in the bathroom. Sure 
enough a report in Business Insider magazine 
tells us that when you flush a toilet, the swirling 
water that removes your waste from the bowl 
also mixes with small particles of that waste, 
shooting aerosolised faeces into the air.” Ap¬ 
parently, this “toilet plume” can travel 15 feet. 

I’VE just taken a strange phone call from 
someone claiming to be a BT billing manager 
“responsible for internet ups and downs.” She 
was offering me a £180 refund for my slow inter¬ 
net connection. When she asked me to switch 
on my computer, alarms bells rang. I suspect 
this is a new variation on the old technical sup¬ 
port” scam. Be warned. 

PRITHEE, harken for ‘tis global warming in 
Poldark (BBC1). A reader wonders how, with 
Christmas approaching in Cornwall, a lover can 
find wild primroses to bind into a posy for his 
lass. 


TOmNGPOjN^^ 

Paws to 
consider 
the wishes 
of others 

AAH, there’s nothing like the freedom of 
a brisk walk across the rolling hills of our 
green and pleasant land, with a trusty 
four-legged friend at your side. 

Is that not the dream of every dog lov¬ 
er? Wandering the length and breadth of 
their locale, with the friendly compliance 
of their fellow walkers? Yeah, right. 

Admittedly, me and the missus were 
not bothered about bringing up a pup¬ 
py as we required a dog who was used 
to children, not too boisterous, house- 
trained and, not to put too fine a point on 
it, a bit long in the tooth. We settled on 
a lovely black Staffie/labrador cross, who 
at a conservative estimate is about sev¬ 
en, called Shadow and she is just perfect 
for us. 

She’s had a life. She’s almost com¬ 
pletely deaf, her teeth have seen better 
days, she strives constant contact, our 
sofa is now her domain, and her breath 
leaves a lot to be desired; which is evi¬ 
dent when you get the Staffie facewash 
that all owners of the breed will be famil¬ 
iar with. 

We were warned there were issues 
with other dogs, and we found that out 
for ourselves pretty soon! But the number 
of times an approaching dog walker as¬ 
sures you: “Don’t worry he’s friendly and 
won’t do anything.” Then of course, they 
foray into erm, Shadow’s intimate territo¬ 
ry and then wonder why she might lash 
out, especially if there is more than one 
dippy off-the-lead doggy bounding over 
for a sniff. 

Okay, their dog may not have a prob¬ 
lem with other dogs and want to purely 
be sociable, but our dog does and even if 
we issue the warning that there might not 
be a fairy-waggy-tail ending, they com¬ 
pletely ignore it before nervous Shadow 
goes for the jugular. I hasten to add, that 
in all these instances, she will be on the 
lead, but at 24 kg, she’s a handful! 

Sometimes there are snippy little com¬ 
ments about what a shame it is that a 
dog has to be kept on a lead - excuse 
me, but would you rather have one dog in 
the veterinary hospital and no doubt our 
dog forced to be muzzled, or even worse, 
put down? I have seen other dogs with 
muzzles on and feel so dreadfully sorry 
for them and their owners. 

It’s no life for a dog not to be able to 
pant properly, let alone sniff or bark. Yes 
there may be the odd out-of-control dog 
that needs action taken against them, but 
if they are loving, docile heffalumps like 
ours, the only reason they have ended 
up in such a situation is down to the irre¬ 
sponsible actions of other owners. 

GRAEME ANDREW 
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Wooden 

Sheds 



HUGE 

Concrete 

FREE 

Summer 

FREE 

jl Log Cabins 

RANGE 

Garages 

FITTING 

Houses 

FITTING 

I & Garden Rooms 


0 Old Buildings Removed 
0 Asbestos Disposal 
0 Base Laying Service 
0 Free Quotations 



Prices from g^ ver v 


Ci 


CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


6ft x4ft £239 £274 
7ft x 5ft £269 £309 
8ft X 6ft £299 £344 


Prices from 

Single Garage 
16ft x 8ft 

Double Garage 
16ft x 16ft 


£1699 
£3299 

Sf Huge Range <2f Made To Measure Service (2f Lined & Insulated Options <2f Quality At Competitive Prices 


Prices from 

7ft x 5ft £599 Verandah 
8ft x 6ft £725 Verandah 
8ft x 8ft £789 Verandah 


Fitting service available 

Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it BETTA 














































Princes Harry and Wills have it too easy 


WE can only have admiration for our 
Queen. However I fear for the future 
of the monarchy. 

Prince Harry has openly said he and 
his brother William would not have 
chosen to be Royals. One can sympa¬ 
thise, but on the other hand they seem 
happy enough to make full use of the 
privileges attached. 

Prince Harry has said in not so many 
words that he wishes to ‘cherry pick’ 


the charities he supports. At the mo¬ 
ment he is helping elephants in Africa. 

Being Royal, like many jobs, is also 
having to do work you might find 
boring and unpleasant at times. If he 
and his brother don’t want this then 
let them become private citizens, find 
work like everyone else, and with no 
privileges. 

I welcome the way they have brought 
young people’s mental health issues to 


the fore, but am beginning to think 
they are playing too much on it for 
public sympathy. Many other young 
people have lost a parent or similar too 
and had to cope with poverty, poor ed¬ 
ucation, poor housing on top. 

Maybe it’s just a generational thing, 
like Her Majesty I belong to the gener¬ 
ation which just gets on with things. 
JANE WILLIAMS 
Walsall 


There is 
no magic 
money tree 

JEREMY Corbyn’s surge in 
the last election was entire¬ 
ly logical when you consid¬ 
er he promised a lot of free 
stuff to all types of different 
people. 

Public sector pay rises, 
free university education, 
increase spending on the 
NHS and schools, also na¬ 
tionalising industries, it 
looks and sounds great 
- except nothing in life is 
free. All you got to do is get 
other people to pay for it in 
form of taxes and increases 
in borrowing. There is no 
magic money tree. 

Now even the Conserv¬ 
atives have started to buy 
into it, so out goes austerity, 
our UK debt is closing in on 
£1.8tn. Soon it will be £2tn, 
so living within our means 
will go out of the window, 
therefore any party who 
stops austerity will suffer at 
the ballot box. 

There’s no remote chance 
our children and even 
grandchildren will be able to 
pay off the UK debt. In fact, 
they will probably add to it. 

MR R F GOODALL 
Wordsley 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy with 
the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 


Alert young voters 
are country's future 

IN reply to Mr B Williams of Wordsley (‘Younger voters im¬ 
mature’) Halesowen Chronicle, June 29. Youngsters these 
days are more alert to what goes on than we ever were. 

These young people are fighting to get what they want 
and we should encourage them. Money does grow on trees 
Mr Williams. Haven’t you heard? Mrs May has just found 
oneto give the DUP £lbn plus, and you know what they say 
about trees, they have branches. Perhaps one will sprout 
another billion for the NHS, schools, the police, social care, 
etc, but I will not hold my breath. 

Leave young voters alone. They are our future. After all 
if May can conjure up a billion pounds for the DUP to sup¬ 
port her, who knows what she can do for the people of the 
UK. Again I won’t hold my breath. 

MRS J GARFIELD 
Halesowen 


Hard road 
for nation’s 
lorry drivers 

YOUR correspondent P Cole 
of Kingswinford (Chronicle 
Letters, June 29) informed 
us of the Cole’s family foray 
to the lakes. 

What I do not like from 
Britain’s No.l driver is his 
constant criticising of lorry 
drivers. Today’s profes¬ 
sional drivers are under ex¬ 
treme pressure to get goods 
of all descriptions, including 
thermo-fridged items, to 
their destinations on time. 

With road congestion in 
the UK at its worst, hours 
restrictions (from both UK 
and the EU) and penalty 
payments (for late delivery) 
imposed by the supermar¬ 
kets, drivers strive to do 
their job - and do a good job. 

I worked for over 55 years 
as a professional lorry driver 
and in my day, I knew of 
drivers under stress from 
employers and customers. 
Bad enough then, but noth¬ 
ing like it is today! So leave 
them alone Mr Cole, go to 
the Lake District, enjoy 
your holiday. 

MALCOLM SAXON 

Tipton 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor House, Manor Lane, Halesowen Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 

email: info@starkeyelectrical.co.uk www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

0121 423 3883 




• For all your electrical 
needs in your home, 
garden, driveway or 
office/retail premises 

• Experienced 
electricians NICEIC 
regulated 

• Competitive prices/ 
FREE quotations 


Energy saving LED 

Lighting 

Fuseboard 

replacements 

Rewiring 

Landlord Certification 
General electrical 
maintenance 


• Supply/install of 
electric roller shutter 
garage doors 

• Electric heating 
systems 

• Inspection & testing 

• Shower upgrades 

• CCTV & intruder 
alarms 



Starkey Electrical Ltd - Your local, energy efficient electrician 
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• Your NEW windows will sparkle this Summer 

• It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 


INLITEN 
FRONT DOOR 


in WHITE 
From Only 

...Including 

fitting! 


INLITEN 

BACK DOOR 

in WHITE 


From Only 



r 

...Including 


fitting! 

— 


6 FLAT 
WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 


From Only 

'o 


0 / 0 , 


...Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


»a,- uH wmdow 

Wizard Services 
Available 


• Misted Units 
Replaced 

• Broken Hinges 

• Door 
Adjustment 

• New Locks 
Installed 

Call for 
further details 
0121 421 7001 





Deal direct with the owner 

It to be 


Your local well established business offering 
top quality products and service 
No payment until completion 
Call us now for a great deal on your 
new windows and doors 


Visit our showroom 



HASBUKY WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY I VALUE | SERVICE - 


SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm 
Sat - 10.00am - 1.00pm 

PHONELINES OPEN: 9.00am 9.00pm 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

Telephone: 0121 421 7001 • 0121 421 2104 



FENSA 

Registered 30179 


"We will Beat ANY Genuine Written Quote" 


ava 

V V V V V 
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Government say police do have 
enough cash to fight crime 


THE Government has hit back at claims that police under 
funding is responsible for a spike in crime in the West Mid¬ 
lands. 

Officials insist that the region’s force has the resources it needs. 


Crime has risen by eight per cent in 
which senior officers and the region’s 
attribute largely to continued budget 

Business is 
expanding 
on estate 

A SPECIALIST guttering firm has 
added a new premises to help it cope 
with increased demand. 

Thaxen Developments, which spe¬ 
cialises in replacing concrete gutter¬ 
ing with uPVC, has opened another 
unit at The Pensnett Estate in King- 
swinford, after a boost in business. It 
already operates from two units on 
the estate. 

Lucy Hurst, managing director, 
said: “The company is growing very 
quickly and in just two years we have 
gone from three members of staff to 
more than 30 and, at the end of our 
second year, recorded a turnover of 
£3 million. We were keen to stay on 
the estate because it is centrally lo¬ 
cated and is convenient for our staff, 
so were very pleased when LCP found 
this additional unit for us because it 
means we can continue to expand.” 


the West Midlands over the last year, 
police and crime commissioner (PCC) 
cuts. But the Home Office says it has 
protected police spending with West 
Midlands Police (WMP) receiving £1.6 
million more this year than 2015-16. 

West Midlands PCC David Jamieson 
says that in real terms the force has 
lost £145m since 2010. 

A Home Office spokesman said that 
decisions on where to deploy resources 
and the size of the police workforce 
‘are a matter for chief constables and 
police and crime commissioners’, add¬ 
ing that ‘police forces continue to have 
the resources they need to do their im¬ 
portant work’. 

Protected 

The spokesman said: “The Gov¬ 
ernment has protected overall police 
spending in real terms since Spending 
Review 2015, and this year West Mid¬ 
lands Police is receiving £1.6m more 
direct resource funding than in 2015- 
16.” 

Mr Jamieson said the Home Office 
was ‘alarmingly out of touch’ and ac¬ 
cused the Government of using ‘dis¬ 
turbingly misleading’ figures. He said 
it was an ‘indisputable fact’ that WMP 
received £6m less in Government 
funding this year than it did last year. 

“As a former teacher of mathe¬ 
matics I would have been very disap¬ 
pointed if any of my Year 7 s made an 
error with that sum, let alone the Gov¬ 
ernment,” he added. 


Riders get buzz from fundraising challenge 



Gayle Duncan and Aimee Billingham set off for Wales on their bikes in aid the Honeypot Charity for children 


TWO friends got in the saddle to raise 
more than £1,400 for a charity that 
provides holidays for young carers. 

Chemotherapy nurses Gayle Dun¬ 
can, aged 54, and Aimee Billingham, 
aged 32, embarked on a 65-mile cycle 
ride, from Wolverhampton to Manafon 
Caravan Park, between Welshpool and 
Newtown, in Wales - for the Honeypot 
Charity. The cause supports young¬ 
sters who look after relatives who may 
be ill or disabled. 


Both work for an organisation 
that looks after patients in their own 
homes and were inspired by late pa¬ 
tient David Ryan, of Sprint Refriger¬ 
ation and Catering Ltd, whose family 
gave £500 to the project. 

They set off from Gayle’s home, 
in Victoria Road, Bradmore, Wolver¬ 
hampton, to the park where she has 
a holiday home. She was joined by 
Aimee, of Stourbridge, and relatives 
in a support car and were able to 


complete the challenge in nine and 
a half hours. Sheri Rogers, of Hon¬ 
eypot Charity, who is Gayle’s sister 
said: “The charity is based in Honey¬ 
pot House, in Wales, and we provide 
short breaks for children, aged five 
to 12, who are young carers. We are 
fundraising for an indoor pool for our 
young guests.” 

The nurses have so far raised 
£1,416. Donate at www.justgiving. 
com/fundraising/manafon 


More misery 
for motorists 
on the M5 

MOTORISTS have been urged to 
start planning alternative routes as 
the next phase of a major multi-mil¬ 
lion pound repair scheme begins on 
the M5. 

Concrete repairs and waterproofing 
work at the Oldbury viaduct, between 
junctions 1 for West Bromwich and 
2 for Oldbury, get under way at the 
end of the month. Highways England 
chiefs said to keep the M5 open a ‘con¬ 
traflow’ system is being put in place. 

From the end of July all traffic will 
be diverted onto the northbound car¬ 
riageway, with two lanes operating in 
each direction, along with a 30mph 
limit. Slip roads will be kept open 
throughout, to ease effects on the 
local network, but drivers are advised 
to expect long delays. 

The scheme, costing more than £100 
million, finishes in autumn 2018, with 
some minor work continuing into the 
following spring. Motorists have been 
urged to consider routes such as the 
M42 and M6 to keep congestion to a 
minimum on the M5 and surrounding 
roads. 

Highways England said: “To help 
with this there will be changes at key 
junctions in the area, including at M6 
junction 8 southbound and M5 junc¬ 
tion 4a northbound. These measures 
are essential to manage the volume 
and flow of traffic.” 

Teenage market 
held at glass cone 

BARGAIN buys and unique products 
will be on sale as a Teenage Market 
comes to Dudley this weekend. 

It will take place at the Red House 
Glass Cone this Saturday and Sunday, 
and run by teenagers. 

The event is organised by Dudley 
Council. It will be open 11am to 4pm 
and admission is free. 




WE OFFER QUALITY UPVC 
WINDOWS AND DOORS AT 
QUALITY PRICES W 



Why pay more? 

Deal direct with the owners, 
no salesmen, and see the difference 

Doors from £450 
Composite Doors form £630 
Conservatories from £4500 



WE WILL 
BEAT ANY 
QUOTE 


Specialists in Door, Window, 
Porch and 

Conservatory Installations 
Composite Doors from £630 
Wide choice of colours available 
Misty units replaced 

WE OFFER GREAT DEALS ON 
ALLUPVC PRODUCTS 


Quality products at quality prices 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

Faulty door locks and window 
hinges replaced 


Hawthorn 

Windows 


Unit 1, Shenstone Trading Estate, 
Bromsgrove Road, Halesowen, 
West Midlands B63 3XB 

Tel: 0121 559 6320 


www.hawthorn-windows.co.uk 


I 1 K NNA 



CLASSICAL 

SPECTACULAR 

AT THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL 



Departing Saturday 18 November 2017 


Quote Code: XGL770 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with full English breakfast 

✓ A Choir ticket (face value of £25) for Classical 
Spectacular on Saturday 18 November at the Royal 
Albert Hall (upgrades available at a supplement) 

✓ Free time in London 

2 days, by coach 

only £149 ■95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


CIRQUE 
DU SOLEIL 

AT THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL 



Departing Saturday 3 February 2018 


Quote Code: KWD329 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with full English breakfast 

✓ Stalls or Circle ticket (value £63) to see 

Cirque du Soleil’s 0V0 at the Royal Albert Hall on 
Saturday evening 

✓ Free time in London 


2 days, by coach 

£189 


only 


■95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


OmegaHols a Omega Hols OmegaHols 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, 
ABTAV4782. 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 
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Mayoress in the driving 
seat for classic fun day 



Mayor and mayoress Dave and Barbara Tyler with a 1948 Jag at the fun day 

RSPCA open shop in town 


THOUSANDS of people 
turned up to an annual fun 
day as part of the Black 
Country Festival. 

Netherton Park fun day had 
something for everyone on Sat¬ 
urday, with a host of games and 
activities. 

There was a classic car display, 
stalls, a bouncy pirate ship, an in¬ 
flatable slide and much more. Guests 
also made the most of the live outdoor 
stage behind Netherton Arts Centre 
as well as a separate dance and perfor¬ 
mance area. 

Steve Edwards, organiser of the 
Black Country Festival, said: ‘It was 
absolutely fantastic, there were lots of 
people there, so that’s all we can ask 
for really. ’ 

The fun day now marks one of the 
highlights of the year in Dudley - and 
is linked with the Black Country Festi¬ 
val to strengthen community ties. 

The festival is the annual celebra¬ 
tion bringing together a month long 
series of events to mark Black Country 
Day, held tomorrow (Friday). 

Brier 

Meanwhile, council chiefs have said 
work is going well ahead of the Brier 
Fair - a family day out in Brierley 
Hill on Saturday, July 22, from 9am 
to 5pm. 

The Brier Fair will see a funfair 
and market stalls run along the High 
Street. A giant sandpit and water 
games will be located in the Moor 
Shopping Centre, street performers 
will roam the town centre and acts on 
stage will keep visitors entertained. 

The event is being led by Dudley 
Council alongside other organisations, 
including the Brierley Hill Community 
Forum. 


A NEW RSPCA charity shop which 
will raise funds for the animals that 
go through the doors of the charity’s 
Birmingham Animal Centre was open¬ 
ing to the public this week. 

RSPCA inspector Vicki Taylor was 
opening the shop in High Street, 
Brierley Hill, yesterday (Wednesday). 

The shop, run by manager Rachel 
Ryan and deputy Catherine Yarnold, 
will stock clothes and accessories plus 


bric-a-brac, music, books and house¬ 
hold items. 

As well as second-hand items, the 
shop will also stock a range of RSPCA 
products. 

The store, which will be open from 
9am to 5pm, Monday to Saturday, is 
looking for donations and volunteers. 

Anyone interested in donating or 
otherwise helping should call (01384) 
596859. 


JAZZ IN THE PARK 


LAPAL HOUSE GARDENS OPEN DAY 
SATURDAY 15™ JULY 10AM - 5PM 

Historical Watern Gardens 

designed by British Poet William Shenstone in the mid-1700’s 



The garden remains a piece of living history with some of 
the region’s most spectacular example of landscape design 
Plenty of parking - Tea shop open. 

Donations to Residents Fund 


Join us at Lapal House for an afternoon of live 
music with Europa Jazz Band. 


Cream Teas and other refreshments including BBQ. 
Various stalls, including homemade cakes, 
tombola, raffle. 

For further information please speak to Michelle Upperdine our Manager 
who will be happy to assist you in any information you may require. 


Lapal Lane South, Halesowen. B62 OES 
0121 503 0326 or 0121 550 1272 


fi in 111 iii ii | ill ]ji iii itm ii iii ii 



"Hagley Kitchens took care of everything in our fantastically designed modern kitchen... 
...Graham and his team made everything simple." Pam & Steve Hughes, Rowley Regis 

"Graham gave u s our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Danni & Martin Walters, Hasbury 

"Hagley Kitchens created the kitchen we have always dreamed of, 
and his team completed the installation and tiling to a perfect 
finish... Thank You." Wayne & Julie, Wordsley 

"Nothing was too much trouble" Doreen Coley - Hayley Green 




Black 

4(jYears 
of Happy 
Customers 


'Guaranteed unbeatable on price 


Cali Graham Edmonds 

for your 'FREE', no obligation 
new Hagley Kitchen's design 

07776207596 

or 0121 602 3031 


www.HagleyKitchens.co.uk 


INSTA.-.-^.iON • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 


CO 

z 
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“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 


EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£3850 

90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 

15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 



I 


THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 

Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150 



Extra discount for our retired 
& disabled customers 


We offer a free no obligation 
home visit and on the spot price 
within 48 hrs of your call 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
Showroom also at 
39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 
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Fatal collision driver 
seen 'racing' on video 



Mills’ car ringed as it hurtles along the road 


Homeless project backed 


THIS is the moment a motor¬ 
ist tried to lure another driver 
into a road race - seconds 
before smashing into another 
car and killing a woman. 

James Mills was doing 70mph as 
he used the busy dual carriageway 
near Merry Hill ‘as a race track’. 

Mills, aged 23, had been on the busy 
Pedmore Road, near Merry Hill, mov¬ 
ing from side to side as if to force over 
the car he had been trying to race and 
undertaking other vehicles. 

One motorist described his black 
Ford Focus, which had been modi¬ 
fied to make it more 
powerful, as hur¬ 
tling past him ‘like a 
rocket’. 

Victim Vijaya Mis- 
try, a 74-year-old 
grandmother had 
been sitting next to 
her husband in their 
Mondeo on Febru- 

James Mills ar Y 3 as he waited to 
turn right into The 
Gateway. She was thrown through the 
passenger window by the impact and 
died of her injuries later in hospital. 

At Wolverhampton Crown Court, 
Mills, from School Road in Brierley 
Hill, was jailed for five years and four 
months for causing death by danger¬ 
ous driving. He was banned from driv¬ 
ing for almost a decade and will have 
to pass an extended re-test in order to 
ever get his licence back. 

Mark Crozier from West Midlands 
Police’s Collision Investigation Unit, 
said: “This is a terribly sad case that 
shows the dangers of driving recklessly 
- even just for a matter of seconds. 

“Mills was essentially using a pub¬ 
lic road as a race track, showed a total 
disregard for other road users.” 


THE Mayor of Dudley has helped 
launch a campaign to tackle homeless¬ 
ness among teenagers. 

Councillor Dave Tyler invited rep¬ 
resentatives from the YMCA’s Open 
Door project to the parlour to launch 
‘25 in 25’ after naming the programme 
as one of his charities for the year. 

Open Door provides accommodation 
for 16-and-17-year-olds with families 
along with valuable support. The cam¬ 


paign aims to recruit 25 new support 
families in the lead up to Christmas. 

Councillor Tyler said: “I am de¬ 
lighted to be able to raise money for 
Open Door during my mayoral year. 

“It is such an important cause, help¬ 
ing to provide a basic human need for 
the people who need it most.” 

There are currently 16 host families 
providing a home for young people 
across Dudley borough. 



University 
graduates 
find better 
paid jobs 


A RECORD number of graduates from the University of 
Wolverhampton are walking out of the lecture hall and 
into a well-paid job - many of them staying in the West 
Midlands. 

A survey found 96.3 per cent of students, 1,790 of the 
1,885 who graduated last year from the university were in 
work or further study after they had left - outperforming 
the UK average of 94.3 per cent. 

That is the highest number recorded at the university. 
And 81 per cent of those who found jobs did so in the West 


Midlands, some earning up 
to £60,000. 

Meanwhile, Staffordshire 
University has seen 97.5 per 
cent of graduates now em¬ 
ployed or in further study. 

Annual 

The Destinations of Leav¬ 
ers from Higher Education 
Survey is a national annual 
survey of everyone who has 
recently graduated from 
university or HE college. 

Each year universi¬ 
ties contact graduates six 
months after they have 
completed their studies to 
find out their employment 
status. 

It shows more than two 
thirds of University of Wol¬ 
verhampton students also 
go into graduate-level jobs 
with 68 per cent being em¬ 
ployed in professional or 
managerial roles - up from 


By Robert Cox 

66 per cent last year. The 
survey results also showed 
that 69 per cent were earn¬ 
ing £15,000 to £29,999 and 
a further 16 per cent earn¬ 
ing £30,000 to £59,999 six 
months after graduating. 

The average starting sal¬ 
ary of a graduate has risen 
from £22,692 to £24,024. 

Deputy Vice-Chancel¬ 
lor, Professor Ian Oakes, 
said: “University of Wol¬ 
verhampton students have 
demonstrated they have 
the knowledge, skills and 
qualities that employers are 
seeking. 

“We have had high em¬ 
ployability rates over the 
last few years. So to improve 
once again is an outstanding 
achievement by our staff 
and students.” 


Raising a glass to 
mark Vera’s 100th 


•4 i 



Vera Leary celebrates her 100th at The Dudley Arms 


A GREAT-grandmother who made aircraft parts in the 
Second World War has celebrated her 100th birthday. 

Vera Beatrice Leary, who lives at Engelberg Care Home 
in Wolverhampton, shared a toast with family members 
during a lunch at the Dudley Arms pub in Dudley on July 4. 
Her granddaughter, Dawn Cowling, a PCSO based in Lin¬ 
colnshire, described Vera as being devoted to her family. 

Ms Cowling, aged 49, said: “She is a very strong, loyal 
and supportive individual woman. She looks after all of us, 
she devoted her life to looking after all of us.” 

Vera was born in Wolverhampton and worked as an en¬ 
graver for aircraft parts at a factory in Wolverhampton. Her 
husband died 21 years ago and she has also outlived a son. 
She has a daughter, Sylvia, 74, who lives in Wombourne, 
two grand-daughters and three great-grandchildren. 


ar 

DOLPHINIfts 



www.dolphinmidlands.co.uk 

Tel: 0800 032 2080 

admin@dolphinmidlands.co.uk 


196 Oldbury Road, 
West Bromwich B70 9DP 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Welcome to the Dolphin Lifts Stadium 



The home of 
CRADLEY TOWN 
FOOTBALL CLUB 
and 

COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Proud Sponsor 

ar 

DOLPH H1lifts _ 

, n^^ffirllonrh iTri 

wi k t<H u \r4Utnt rcmir4\) 

Function Room 
Available For Hire 

Email:cradleytownfcclubshop@gmail.com 

NEW MEMBERS 
ARE WELCOME 


D olphin lifts of 
Oldbury road 
West Bromwich 
are celebrating 
their 10 year 
Anniversary. 

A family run 
business, with 

family values, who 
have products such 
as, Stair lifts, Floor 
lifts, ceiling track 
hoists, step lifts, 
with maintenance, 
service and repair 
plus installation 
27/7, have now gone 
into partnership 
with Cradley Town 
f.c who have now 
been going for 70 
years, plus they 
have also recently 
renamed their 

stadium The Dolphin 
Lifts Stadium. 

Lee Farrington 
(M.D) of Dolphin 
Lifts and also Vice 
Chairman of Cradley 
Town f.c said it’s all 
about grassroots 
and getting children 
from the community 
into football. Cradley 
chairman Trevor 
Thomas echoed Lee’s 
sentiments plus also 
added that the club 
have a long term plan 
and commitment 
to the community, 
and have along with 
academy director 


Wayne Mundon 
(ex Birmingham 
City, Leicester City, 
L.A Galaxy) have 
come up with the 
idea which has now 
over 200 Children 
(including an under 
15’s female team). 

Cradley also have 
an affiliation with 
Birmingham City f.c 
who would have first 
refusal on any of 
their youngsters, a 
statement in itself of 
the clubs intent and 
commitment 

The club are also 
going for the F.A 
Club Charter and 
the transformation 
is going a lot quicker 
than expected, 

and are proud to 
be associated with 
Dolphin lifts, 

Cradley have 

high hopes for the 
upcoming season so 
get yourself down 
to the Dolphin lifts 
stadium and cheer 
on the Lad’s 

Tickets are now 
on sale for the 
2017/18 season, 
just go to WWW. 
clubwebsite.com/ 
cradleytownfc/ for 
further details . 










































Tapir Luna gets her 
teeth into life at zoo 


DUDLEY Zoo’s new addition is continuing to grow and is 
bonding well with her parents, five weeks after her birth. 

Luna the tapir has doubled in size since she was born 
and keepers have even spotted her first few teeth. 

Senior keeper Sam Grove said: “Baby tapirs will drink 
mum’s milk up until they’re approximately four months 
old, when they’ll start eating solids. 

—- L “Luna’s feeding from Meena really 

well and has rapidly increased in size 
over the last few weeks. 

“But we’ve spotted her nibbling on a 
few branches and trying to eating the 
small buds off trees, which is obviously 
to try and cut her teeth as we’ve noticed 

- she’s gained her two tiny white ones at 

Meena and Luna the front.” 

She has also had a busy week, firstly 
celebrating her mother Meena’s birthday and then meeting 
her father, Chico, for the first time. 

Sam added: “We’ve kept mum and baby separated from 
dad since her birth, while they bonded and this week intro¬ 
duced them together and he immediately went and tickled 
his new daughter with his trunk,as if he was saying hello.” 



Bank staff help to 
fuel food donations 


Nationwide Merry Hill customer service manager 

Stephanie Barnfield, branch manager Katrina Green, 
Dudley branch manager Claire Preston and Black Coun¬ 
try foodbank office manager Jen Coleman 

KIND-HEARTED bank colleagues helped fuel a mission to 
deliver food parcels across the region. 

Around £1,000 was donated to the Black Country Food- 
bank, in Brierley Hill, by two Nationwide bank branches in 
Merry Hill and Dudley. The money will now go towards the 
cost of diesel for the Foodbank vans. 

Managers of Nationwide got in touch with the Foodbank 
to find out how their efforts could best aid the charity. 

Jen Coleman, office manager of the food bank in Albion 
Street, said: “The diesel is a crucial aspect of our operation 
and the donation is brilliant. 

“The sum of £1,000 will go towards the cost of diesel 
for the food bank’s vans, which help deliver to 19 centres 
throughout the Black Country.” 

She added: “This is a different type of donation towards 
fuel costs which the food bank have not received before. 
The donation towards fuelling the vans was received with 
great thanks as sometimes attention and donations are not 
often given to other vital areas of the food bank’s operation 
such as this.” 

The Nationwide branches also donated food which they 
collected in-branch. 

In January this year the Black Country Foodbank fed 
their millionth person since2006. 


Raise glass to cricket 
club's beer festival 


ALE-LOVERS can raise a glass at Halesowen Cricket 
Club’s first beer festival this weekend. 

More than 20 real ales and 10 ciders are available from 
independent and local breweries at the three-day festival, 
which starts tomorrow (Friday). 

The opening night will also feature a variety of gins, 
while Saturday will have a prosecco bar. 

There will be live music being played throughout from 
local bands Squeaky Pete’s Liquor and Poker Band on Fri¬ 
day and The Glassroom on Saturday. 

There will also be live cricket to take in as the 1st XI play 
a Birmingham League game on the Saturday and then face 
Bromsgrove on the Sunday in a T20 league fixture. 

For more information and for tickets visit www.hale 
so wenbeerfest. co .uk. 


Six years for drink-drive son 
who killed his own father 


A SPEEDING drink driv¬ 
er who killed his father in a 
crash has been jailed for six 
years. 

Kuljinder Gakhal jumped a queue 
of traffic, ignored a red light and 
drove into the path of a 44-ton lorry, 
Wolverhampton Crown Court heard. 

The juggernaut jack-knifed as its 
driver braked but he could not stop 
the vehicle ploughing into the side of 


the S-Type Jaguar where 53-year-old 
passenger Daljit Singh Gakhal sat. 

He refused to allow a blood sample 
to be tested for alcohol content after 
the crash, on May 20 last year. 

When he finally was tested, it regis¬ 
tered more than twice the legal limit. 

Hurtled 

Miss Elizabeth Power, prosecuting, 
said moments before the crash, he al¬ 
most lost control of the car, for which 


he was not insured, as it hurtled along 
Birmingham New Road towards Dud¬ 
ley at almost double the 40mph limit. 

Mr Peter Hunter, defending, said: 
“He is a shell of the man he once was.” 

The Pinewood Studios chef, aged 
30, from Thames Road, Slough, 
pleaded guilty to causing death by 
careless driving when under the influ¬ 
ence of drink having failed, without 
reasonable excuse, to permit the anal¬ 
ysis of a blood sample. 


Safety fears over 
classroom block 

A SCHOOL wants to replace a classroom block on its 
site after safety fears concerning the design. 

Huntingtree Primary in Halesowen is seeking plan¬ 
ning permission from Dudley Council to build a replace¬ 
ment classroom block. 

A report submitted to the local authority says the ex¬ 
isting one ‘has been the subject of major concern for 
some years following the collapse of a similar classroom 
design in Leicestershire some years ago’. 

A report by a structural engineer found that the ex¬ 
isting building would be hard to upgrade and instead 
recommended the site for demolition. Under the new 
plan, there would be improvements to drainage and a 
pedestrian gated access off Huntingtree Road. 



iy nothing until 


summer 




hout the whole store 


Low do 


interest ever 


This WEEKEND everything is reduced throughout 
our 35,000 sq.ft, furniture superstore! 

There’s special introductory offers & extra discount on all special orders. 

Final reductions on ALL clearance items... no reasonable offer refused!! 


©n LLIAM&S0NS 

“ What ever your budget or style ... we've got the furniture to suit!” 


Alstons Baker 


Level Street I Merry Hill I Dudley I West Midlands I DY51UA I T. 01384 77444 I www.williamandsons.co.uk 
OPENING HOURS: Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm, Saturday 10-6pm, Sunday 11-5pm 


•bandi Si mm Ha*on ^ 
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Staff take 
on triathlon 
for charity 

A TEAM made up of staff 
from engineering firm 
Thyssenkrupp UK is aim¬ 
ing to run, swim and cycle 
a combined distance the 
length of England, in an 
effort to raise £5,000 for 
Cancer Research UK. 

The global engineering 
business, which has its 
UK base in Solihull and a 
materials and tube service 
site at Cox’s Lane, Crad- 
ley Heath, is supporting 
the team of 15 employees 
and donating Thyssenk- 
rupp-branded sports kit for 
the 2017 London Triathlon. 

The team is drawn from 
Thyssenkrupp UK subsid¬ 
iaries, including elevator, 
aerospace and materials 
divisions. They have been 
training for the event, 
which takes place on July 
22. Each will swim 1.5km 
across the Thames, fol¬ 
lowed by a 40km bike ride 
of and a 10km run. 

Choristers in 
concert again 

A MALE voice choir based 
in Cradley Heath per¬ 
formed a sold-out concert 
for Dudley Canal Trust. 
Cradley Heath Male Voice 
Choir sang to a packed au¬ 
dience on Saturday. 

The choir next sing is 
at the English Association 
of Male Voice Choirs’ an¬ 
nual charity concert in aid 
of Birmingham St Mary’s 
Hospice on Saturday in the 
Great Hall at Birmingham 
University. Tickets cost 
£12. Call 0121 705 9722. 


FOCUS ON CRADLEY, CRADLEY HEATH AND OLD HILL 


Revamp of labour club 
is given the go-ahead 


PLANS to turn a Labour club into a bar and 
grill have been given the green light by coun¬ 
cil chiefs. 

Cradley Heath Labour Club closed suddenly in 
2015 after more than 90 years. 

It has stood empty ever since - but proposals to revamp 
the club have now been given the go-ahead. 

The club, in Graingers Lane, will be turned into an 


eating and drinking venue 
in plans welcomed by local 
councillors. 

Ward councillor Julie 
Webb said: “I’m glad the 
plans have been approved 
and will have some life 
pumped back into it - rather 
than go derelict and open to 
arsonists. 

“I really welcome these 
plans and they were ap¬ 
proved with delegated pow¬ 
ers so there was no issue at 
all with the application.” 

Entertainment 

The Labour club was a 
popular venue during the 
1960s, 70s and 80s and 
would regularly draw large 
crowds, for live bands and 
other entertainment. 

But the club went into a 
period of decline after the 
turn of the century and 
closed suddenly. It had 
been a fixture in the town 
for almost 100 years when 


ByDavidCosgrov^ 

the committee in charge re¬ 
vealed they could no longer 
afford to keep it running. 

Councillor Webb said: “It 
was the same as most La¬ 
bour clubs, unfortunately 
they are becoming history.” 

But she added: “It is re¬ 
ally good that it is going to 
be used again and a similar 
type of facility.” 

The club opened in 1922 
and its membership reached 
its peak in the 1960s though 
the venue remained popular 
until around 20 years ago. 

The Labour club closed 
after secretary Albert 
Gough revealed the com¬ 
mittee could no longer af¬ 
ford to keep it running. 
Several workers at the club 
lost their jobs as a result of 
the closure. The building 
remained empty until it was 
bought for a six-figure sum. 



Kris Griffin, left, receives his SLE certificate from Ed Masterson, head of St John Bosco School 


Specialist 

supporting 

schools 

A NEW specialist leader 
of education has been ap¬ 
pointed at a Cradley Heath 
school. 

Kris Griffin, 42, who has 
worked at Ormiston Forge 
Academy since 2013 as di¬ 
rector of marketing, was 
recently appointed through 
the National College for 
Teaching and Leadership. 

Specialist leaders of edu¬ 
cation (SLEs) are described 
as outstanding leaders who 
have the skills to support in¬ 
dividuals or teams in similar 
positions in other schools. 

Mr Griffin said: “It’s great 
recognition for support staff 
who are vital to the smooth 
operation of educational es¬ 
tablishments everywhere.. 

Meanwhile, Maria 
Mincher, vice-principal at 
Ormiston Forge Academy 
has leftto take over as head 
at Kingsmead School in 
Hednesford. 


A former 
hospice on 
the market 

A FORMER hospice in Old¬ 
bury has gone on the mar¬ 
ket with an asking price of 
more than £400,000. 

The Bradbury House 
Day Hospice closed in 
March following a reorgan¬ 
isation of ‘end of life’ care 
at Sandwell and West Bir¬ 
mingham Hospitals NHS 
Trust. 

The site, on Wolver¬ 
hampton Road in Oldbury, 
is now being offered for sale 
through property agents 
SDL Bigwood. 

James Carver, of SDL 
Bigwood, said: “This is a 
building where those ter¬ 
minally ill were cared for 
with love and dedication. It 
brought succour and sup¬ 
port to patients and their 
relatives, but is now set to 
enter a new phase. This is a 
rare opportunity to acquire 
a substantial property in 
an excellent and prominent 
location.” 

Creative baby 
keepsakes 

CLASSES for parents 
wanting to create keep¬ 
sakes, such as their new 
baby’s hand and footprints, 
are being launched at a su¬ 
permarket. 

The classes are called 
‘Tiny Treasures’ and are 
being held at the Cradley 
Heath Tesco store, in their 
‘Community Space’ during 
August. 

For further information 
visit www.thecreationsta 
tion.co.uk website. 


CENTRA*- 

market hall 
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07850 742961 
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Make Life Easier For Your 
Loved Ones 



Protect yourself against 
rising costs with a 
pre-paid funeral plan. 

We have a choice of plans with options 
to add your own personal touches. 

To find out more contact us today 
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Trevor E W Hickton Ltd 

Whitmore House, 8-11 Lower High Street, 
Cradley Heath, B64 5AB 

01384 569569 


w 
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The Adult Shop 

Herbal Male 
Enhancement 
pills in stock... 

STRONGER 
FOR LONGER! 


enrasTDw 


The Adult Shop 

19 Cradley Road, 

Cradley Heath B64 6AG 



HOURS 
FREE 

Nursery Provision Term Time Only 


Old Hill Primary School 

Contact the office for more information 

01384 569213 

Lawrence Lane, Cradley Heath, 

West midlands B64 6DR 

email: lramsden@oldhillprimaryschool.com 























































It is just the bear 
essentials for Dave 



Dave Healey and Tony Ellis with one of the many colour¬ 
ful bears that have appeared, see thebigsleuth.co.uk 


IT’S the bear necessities as Blind Dave Heeley will taking 
on a race with a difference in aid of charity. 

The marathon man will be running Sandwell’s Big 
Sleuth project, which sees a collection of colourful crea¬ 
tions dotted around the borough as part of an art trial. 

Dave will also be joined by his running partner Tony 
Ellis, as they set off the light-hearted mission amidst their 


current 24 Great Runs chal¬ 
lenge continuing through¬ 
out this year. 

The bear statues have 
been created as part of a 10- 
week project called the Big 
Sleuth, which aims to raise 
money for Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital. 

“If you go down to the 
woods today you’re sure 
of a big surprise...”, Dave 
laughed. “There will be me 
and Tony doing The Big 
Sleuth trail and its all in aid 
of Birmingham’s Children 
Hospital, which is brilliant. 

“I was contacted by the 
council and they explained 
they had these six bears 
around Sandwell, with 
three in West Bromwich. 

“We’ll be starting at War- 
ley Woods and then going 
on to Bearwood, Oldbury 
and finishing up with a 
celebration outside Central 
Sixth in West Brom. 

“It’s a really good cause 
and something that pro¬ 
motes the area well too,” 
Dave added. 

The bears are across Bir¬ 
mingham and Sandwell, in¬ 
cluding three in Bearwood 


BY SIMON STONE 


and three in West Brom¬ 
wich. It follows the Big Hoot 
trail in 2015 when owl figu¬ 
rines were put in place. 

One of the figures, called 
Bussy Bear, has been in¬ 
stalled near Bearwood Clock 
Tower. Bear-Have Like a 
Girl, painted as a skater, 
will be at Lightwoods Park, 
with a third, Bentley The 
Bearwood Bear, at Warley 
Woods. In West Bromwich, 
Bearolution will be in High 
Street, Uncle B outside the 
visitor centre at Sandwell 
Valley Park Farm and Pic¬ 
nic Time For Teddy Bears 
near Sandwell College sixth 
form. 

Sandwell Council’s cab¬ 
inet member for leisure 
Councillor Richard Mar¬ 
shall said: “It’s great that 
we’ve been able to join in 
with The Big Sleuth trail 
this year. The Big Hoot owls 
in 2015 went down fantas¬ 
tically well in Birmingham 
and straight away I knew I 
wanted us to be a part of the 
next project. 



Praise for progress 
in children's services 


OFSTED inspectors have praised Dudley Council chil¬ 
dren’s services ‘positive progress’ as they continue to im¬ 
prove after being rated inadequate last year. 

In a letter following a third successful monitoring visit 
last month, inspectors praised many of the actions taken 
by social workers and managers to continually improve 
children’s services. 

The watchdog said the council is ‘systematically and 
diligently addressing the actions in the improvement plan 
and this work is beginning to make a positive difference 
to children’. 

Councillor Anne Millward said: “We are delighted to 
have received a third successful monitoring visit. We are 
moving in the right direction to transform services.” 


Ribs shattered 
in golf club attack 


A MAN who attacked a fa- 
ther-of-three with a golf 
club, shattering his ribs and 
puncturing a lung, has been 
spared immediate jail. 

Michael Sargent, of Sedgley, was 
given 14 months, suspended for a 
year-and-a-half, after pleading guilty 
to unlawfully wounding Christopher 
Radcliffe on January 8 last year. 


Wolverhampton Crown Court heard 
Mr Radcliffe visited Sargent at home 
in Rowan Road after discovering his 
wife and three children were there. 

Mr Simon Hanns, prosecuting, said 
Mr Radcliffe had declined an invita¬ 
tion to enter, instead waiting on a wall 
outside. While he was waiting, said 
Mr Hanns, Sargent, aged 21, came 
running out with a golf club hidden 
behind his back and attacked Mr Rad¬ 


cliffe, witnessed by his three children. 
Mr Radcliffe was taken to New Cross 
Hospital but collapsed with a rib and 
punctured a lung. Sargent was ar¬ 
rested but twice failed to appear at 
court before handing himself in. He 
was given an extra month for twice 
not answering his bail. 

Mr Charles Crinion, defending, e 
said Sargent had made good progress 
while in prison for skipping bail. 


Albion foundation 
on prize shortlist 

THE Albion Foundation, a charity partner of West Bro¬ 
mwich Albion FC, has been shortlisted for an award in 
recognition of its work to promote citizenship. 

The foundation has been nominated for the Active 
Citizens’ Fund Project Award at the West Midlands 
Outstanding Citizens’ Awards, organised by West Mid¬ 
lands Police & Crime Commissioner, David Jamieson. 
The Foundation received funding towards its school hol¬ 
idays sports programme for boys and girls between the 
ages of 12 and 18. 

This award will be given to the organisation that has 
been judged to have made the best use of the funding. 

Allison Tripney, of The Albion Foundation, said: “We 
are really proud that our work is being recognised and 
we would like to thank our enthusiastic, committed par¬ 
ticipants.” 



Don't miss your final opportunity - Cousins' 
Summer opening sale offers end this Sunday 5pm. 

There are huge reductions throughout all departments, sofas, 
dining and bedroom furniture, beds, carpets, homewares and 
much more, including all the famous brand names. 


Buy now and pay nothing until next year - 
not even a deposit - Interest free. 


SUMMER 

Opening Sale 

OFFERS 

. Ends Sunday 


Claim up to 
an extra £400 
off all sale prices, 
including items in 
this advert * 


SI 


1 41 


ALF UNO 


BELLINO EXTENDING DINING TABLE 
Normal £+899 | SAVE £500 


CRUCIAL TRA 

C*N(f 


up to 

35 % 

OFF 

1 

SF 


selected 

ranges 

CARPETS, 
FLOORING 
& RUGS 


0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 


Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in January 2018 on the date specified at the time of purchase. 
Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items, in store concessions or web specials. Some items are subject to one per household and only available 
in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 16.07.17. See website for Price Promise details. *Opening Offer Discount 
vouchers are available in all stores and you can claim up to an extra £400 off all sale prices. Save £50 when you spend £650. Save £100 when you spend £1200. Save 
£200 when you spend £2200. Save £300 when you spend £3300. Save £400 when you spend £4400 (Excludes concessions and clearance items) When you shop online 
the discount will be deducted at checkout upon spending the minimum amount as above. 


FREE PARKING fT v 
Our price promise | NS TORE RESTAURANT ' 
to you, we wont be LARGE STOCKS ***** 

beaten on pnce! IMMEDI ATE DELIVERY feefo 


ousins 

Established 1985 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 
Birmingham Warwick Road, Tyseley. BU 2EW. T: 0121 765 3300 
Dudley Hall Street, DY2 8NW. T: 01384 451500 

www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 
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Flowers add 
a splash 
of colour 

COLOURFUL wildflowers 
are springing up at open 
spaces and grass verges 
across Sandwell. 

Five sites have been 
sown with a mix of wild¬ 
flowers, creating a stun¬ 
ning multi-coloured display 
- brightening up the area 
and attracting bees and 
butterflies. 

The flowers not only look 
pretty and benefit local 
wildlife, they reduce the 
need for strimming, mow¬ 
ing and pesticides. 

Three of the sites - 
Ashes Road open space in 
Oldbury, Sandy Lane open 
space in Friar Park and 
Balls Hill Park in West 
Bromwich - have had new 
bollards recently installed 
following encampments. 

Councillor David Hosell 
said: “We have had so much 
feedback from residents, 
they have gone down in¬ 
credibly well.” 

Tournament 
helps charity 

A FOOTBALL tourna¬ 
ment is being organised to 
raise funds for the British 
Heart Foundation. 

Gurcharan and Her- 
jinder Bhujhangy, of 
Dudley, are organising a 
five-a-side charity football 
tournament at Goals, in 
Cakemore Road, Black- 
heath on July 22. 

Teams can to take part 
with a maximum of seven 
players, adult teams £70 
and children’s £30. Call 
0121 561 3000. 


FOCUS ON BLACKHEATH AND ROWLEY REGIS 


Blackspot to get £l00k 
revamp with drive sensors 


AN accident blackspot where 26 people have 
been injured in crashes since 2009 is set to 
undergo a £100,000 revamp. 

Plans to overhaul the junction of Doulton Road 
and Dudley Road, in Rowley Regis, are set to be giv¬ 
en the go-ahead at a council meeting. 

Council bosses said the revamp of the junction, which 
will see traffic lights installed, came after a review of ac¬ 


cidents. This found that 
between December 2009 
and February 2017 there 
were 13 separate incidents 
which led to 26 casualties. 
Councillor Chris Tranter, 
who represents the Row- 
ley ward, said: “It’s a very 
nasty junction especially 
coming up the road. It’s a 
steep hill and was originally 
brought to my notice due to 
the housing developments. 

“We intend to install traf¬ 
fic lights that will allow big 
vans to cross on the other 
side of the road and swing 
around to Dudley. They will 
be set back further down the 
road to allow access for the 
traffic. 

“The houses in the vicin¬ 
ity will have sensors put 
in their driveway and they 
will turn red to allow them 
to get off their drives when 
they leave. Everything will 
be in sync. 

“We are also asking for 


By Clare Butler 


the zebra crossing nearby 
to be turned into a pelican 
crossing. One of the big¬ 
gest dangers has been that 
there is a school just down 
the road, we have had a lot 
of near misses and people 
tend to avoid it because they 
know how tricky it is.” 

If the plans get the go 
ahead, Councillor Tranter 
said hopes that work could 
start at the end of July. 

He added: “We are des¬ 
perate for this to go ahead. 
Myself and Councillor Eaves 
will be present to discuss it.” 

Around 56 letters were 
delivered to residents ear¬ 
lier this year stating the 
proposals. Thirteen emails 
were received in favour of 
the scheme, plus one objec- 
tion.The scheme will be dis¬ 
cussed by councillors today 
(Thursday). 



Senior library supervisor Elaine Williams with library event organiser Judith Bate 


Like can 
do lots at 
our library 

IT’S not all about books - 
that was the message from 
staff as they showcased all a 
library has to offer. 

The event was held at 
Blackheath Library and vis¬ 
itors were able to find out 
about the whole range of dif¬ 
ferent services and activities 
available to them, such as 
health and wellbeing events 
alongside arts activities. 

Sessions included jewel¬ 
lery making and lessons on 
how to play the ukelele. 

Among the library part¬ 
ners which attended in¬ 
cluded The Kaleidoscope 
Plus Group, a health and 
wellbeing charity. 

Regular events that take 
place at the library include 
holiday activities for chil¬ 
dren, a reading group for 
adults, coffee mornings, a 
Scrabble club for adults, a 
colouring club for children, 
and meetings of Friends of 
Rowley Libraries Group. 


MP calls for 
pledge on 
Iraq's future 

A BLACK Country MP has 
called on Theresa May to 
work with the Iraqi govern¬ 
ment on the reconstruction 
of war cities such as Mosul. 

Speaking at Prime Minis¬ 
ter’s Questions, Halesowen 
and Rowley Regis MP Mr 
James Morris asked for 
assurances that the UK 
and US is working on the 
reconstruction of Iraq once 
terrorist group Isis is forced 
out of the country. 

Responding to the Tory 
MP, Mrs May said: “In 
order to keep the streets of 
Britain safe we must con¬ 
tinue to attack Da’esh (Isis) 
in Iraq and Syria. 

“The RAF has conducted 
over 1,400 strikes, there 
are over 500 British sol¬ 
diers providing further as¬ 
sistance. 

“It’s about how we en¬ 
sure there is sustainable 
reconstruction and rebuild¬ 
ing afterwards.” 

N-ice gift on 
fan's birthday 

A YOUNG Wolves fan 
enjoyed an eighth birth¬ 
day treat when sent a 
hand-written card from her 
favourite player Jon Dadi 
Bodvarsson. 

Sydney Pritchard, of 
Rowley Regis, who visits 
Molineux alongside her fa¬ 
ther, Shaun, 38. She was 
stunned to find a card and 
signed photo from the Ice¬ 
landic striker, known as 
the ‘Ice Man’, after Shaun 
told him via Facebook 
about Sydney’s support. 





/Green 

Leevs 

Garden Gentre 


Fence Panels and 
decorative stones 
available along with 
reasonable priced 
delivery service 


range of large standard 
Ball Bays and Olive trees 
for sale or wedding hire 


Sheds supplied from 4ft x 4ft 
upto 12ft x 20ft 
display models on site 

6ft x 4ft Shed only £300 

+ £25 delivery and installation 

Summers Houses supplied from 7ft x7ft 
upto 18ft x 12ft display model on site 


Exclusive stockists of Elite Green 
houses display Models on site 
Craftsman green house 8ft x 6ft 
with toughened Glass only 


Garden furniture on site 
Dorset Arbour only 


8ft x 6ft Summer house 


52-53 Halesowen Street, Rowley Regis, B65 0HF OPPOSITE SAINSBURYS BLACKHEATH Tel: 0121 561 1011 | Mon - Fri 9am-6:00pm Sunday 10am-4pm 
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BLACKHEATH & 
ROWLEY REGIS 



JORDANS SOLICITORS 


Friendly, efficient and price competitive 



Here at Jordans Solicitors we offer, 
Conveyancing both Residential and 
Commercial, Wills and Probate, 
Powers of Attorney & Family Law... 

If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday are not very 
convenient for you we can offer Thursday evening and Saturday morning 


I Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU Tel: 0121 585 3900 
35 Payne Street, Blackheath, West Midlands B65 ODH 
Telephone: 0121 559 2922 

www.jordans-solicitors.co.uk 



UPVC conservatory valet service 
exterior & interior 


UPVC windows/doors & frames 
professionally cleaned 


Block paving & 
driveway cleaning 


Guttering cleared out and 
Fascia & Soffit cleaned 

services.co.uk 


FREEPHONE: 0800 917 6060 I www.rydaleservices.co.uk 

A member of the Rydale Group 

Head Office: Rydale House, Long Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9LS. Telephone 0800 917 6060 
Weekdays 9am - 5.30pm Saturday 9am - 4pm Sunday Closed. 


J/tCJU2 [a £jVJ2SU/jOSIG jOI. . . 


www.blackheath-market.co.uk 

m ■■ ^ 





Beauty 

Books 

Cafe 

Clothing & Footwear 
Confectionery 
Cosmetics 
Craft supplies 
Electrical & DIY 
Fishing Supplies 


Florist 

Food & Drink 
Greetings cards 
Homewear & Household 
Jewellery & Accessories 
Mobility products 
Music & Video 
Ret supplies 
Toys & Stationery 



S & N Hodgkins 


★★ SCRAP GOLD WANTED ★★ 

CASH PAID.ANY CONDITION OR WEIGHT 


iBNellors 
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ON SITE WORKSHOPS FOR 


clock, watch and jewellery repairs 


✓ Watches 

✓ Bracelets 

✓ Earrings 

✓ Engraving 

✓ Rings 

✓ Necklaces 

✓ Clocks 

✓ Watch Batteries 
and Straps 

✓ Est. 1969 
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One Stop Shop For 

All Gift Ideas. 


151 HIGH STREET, BLACKHEATH B65 OEA 
(NEXT TO THE NEW LIBRARY) 

TELEPHONE: 0121 559 7156 



CYPRESS NURSERY 


Good Sel ectionjof : 
•jTrees; * ,, ’ \ 

iiClimbersfh&t S 


ofiBeddinglandiBasket RlantslyGeraniumsTandifuchsias! 


^Perennials, 
•iRockery i plants 
tlRoseslRfe^il 


Grasse? 


'hmore. 


Soft Fruit Plants, 


• Hanging Baskets still available • Garden Ornaments and Containers 


• Beautiful Palm Trees - Winter Hardy 


Yew Tree Lane, off Powke Lane, Blackheath, B65 OAG | 0121 559 1495 | www.cypressnursery.net 
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OWa n RETRO fridges, freezers and dishwashers 

FROM £150 SEE OUR RANGE OF COLOURS 
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MICROWAVES 

FROM £40 
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Kettle and Toaster Man 

TRADE WAREHOUSE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Unit 2C, Albion Works, Moor St., Brierley Hill, West Midlands DY5 3SZ 

Tel: 01384 483 286 

Est. Over 20 Years * OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am-4pm, Sat 8am-12pm 


We specialise in finding you the 
best deals available on daily 
basis. We stock electrical and 
other amazing retail products at 
up to 90% off the normal retail 
selling price. 

MANY MORE OFFERS 

INSTORE.... hc 
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it's a chance to make 
a difference - Jacqui 


SHE was the first female 
Home Secretary in the coun¬ 
try and now Jacqui Smith 
will try and turn around 
Sandwell’s failing child ser¬ 
vices. 

The former MP for Redditch, 
who was infamously embroiled in 
the expenses scandal, has started 
her job as chair of the board of the 
new Sandwell Children’s Social 
Care Trust. 

The Government funded independ¬ 
ent body has taken over the service 
which has been ‘inadequate’ since 
2013 under the control of Sandwell 
Council. 

Ms Smith said: “I think the prior¬ 
ities are to make sure we have got 
the children’s social workers in place, 
enough of them, who are suitably sup¬ 
ported to take those really difficult 
decisions day-in and day-out that they 
have to take about keeping children 
safe and working with families. 

Worrying 

“That means there needs to be sta¬ 
bility in the leadership of the service 
and one of the things that happens 
when services get into trouble is lots 
of people come in and go and there is 
lots of instability which is obviously 
worrying for staff.” 

The former teacher, from Malvern, 
now aged 54, was a Labour MP be¬ 
tween 1997 and 2010 holding the posts 
of Schools Minister, Health Minister, 
Government Chief Whip as well as 
Home Secretary. 

Since losing her seat she has chaired 
the University Hospitals Birmingham 
NHS Foundation Trust and served as 
interim chair at the Heart of England 
NHS Trust. Ms Smith is expected to 
be in her new role for four years de- 



Former Home Secretary Jacqui Smith, who will chair the board of the new 
Sandwell Children’s Social Care Trust, seen inside the council house chamber 


daring she felt ‘fortunate’ and ‘hon¬ 
oured’ after applying for the position 
and being chosen. 

She said: “I think it is important to 
be here for a period of time that ena¬ 
bles us to make sure we have got the 
basics right but also the opportunity 
to innovate and think about how we 
might do things differently, how we 
work with our partners, how we sup¬ 
port our social workers to really be 
able to develop their practice and come 
up with interesting ideas that the free¬ 
dom of the trust model will enable us 
to put into place. 

“I was a teacher for a number of 
years and then I was a minister in a 
number of departments including the 
Department for Education but also a 
period of time when I was responsible 
in the Department for Health for chil¬ 


dren’s social care, so I think that some 
of that puts me in good stead. 

“I think the work I do currently 
across the West Midlands in the health 
service, the links that I have got to 
other agencies and public services, all 
of that I hope plus my now lengthy 
experience in developing policy and 
innovating public service, I hope all of 
that is what qualifies me to do the job 
and most of all I am really passionate 
about it. I think it is a really exciting 
opportunity to make a difference to 
the lives of children and families here 
in Sandwell.” 

Council leader Steve Eling, added: “I 
welcome Jacqui Smith’s appointment 
as chair of the trust and look forward 
to working with her as we launch a 
fresh approach for children’s social 
care services in Sandwell.” 


BESPOKE AND CONTRACT 
FURNITURE DESIGN 
& UPHOLSTERY 


Stockists of celebrity furniture 





Full re-upholstery service available 
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\ 

Hi 

4 

»ecialists 
>er reclin 
rhairs anc 
reclining 
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a 

settees 

WM 


Units 15-16, Long Lane Trading Estate, Long Lane Halesowen, 
West Midlands, B62 9LD 

Tel: 0121 559 7143 E: sales@gdupholstery.co.uk 
oo® www.gdupholstery.co.uk 



ONE OF THE LARGEST 
STOCKISTS OF CARPET 
IN THE COUNTRY 


SALE NOW 
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Over 200 Part Rolls 



At STD we have the best fitters and 
we are NEVER undercut on price 





Was 

Now 1 


sq yd 

sq yd 

Apollo. 

.£9.95.... 

.£6.95 

Majesty bleach cleanable. 

....£13.95.... 

.£9.95 

Sensations Heathers. 

....£16.95.... 

....£12.95 

Waterproof bathroom carpet 

....£18.95.... 

.£8.36 

Contract wilton. 

....£18.95.... 

.£8.95 


\ rauLwrC 


OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
9.00 to 5.30; 
Sunday 10.30 to 4.00; 
Closed Wednesdays 


10% OFF 


Plus many more great offers 


i All end rolls with 
this voucher 


Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 10.30 to 4.00 Closed Wednesdays 
Church Street, Brierley Hill DY5 3PT 



fimm 

carnets 


01384 76448 

www.stdcarpets.com 
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BATHROOM & PLUMBING STORES 

your local trade and retail merchants 



RIO BASIN 
MONO INC. 
CLICKER 
WASTE 


£ 9.99 

INC. VAT 



1700MM P SHAPE 
COMPLETE BATH 
WITH SCREEN 
AND SIDE PANEL 


£ 199.99 

INC. VAT 


1050 GLOSS WHITE 
WC BASIN FURNITURE 
SET INCLUDES PAN, 
CISTERN AND SEAT 


£ 199.99 

INC. VAT 


BATH 

SCREEN 


£ 39.99 


INC. VAT 

— 


J 


THERMOSTATIC 
BAR VALVE, 
COMPLETE WITH 
RISER KIT AND FAST 
FIX BRACKETS 


£49 

INC. VAT 


1 


■ 


COMPLETE 

BATHROOM 

SUITES 

FROM 




_ 


£239 


INC. VAT 


Friendly knowledgeable 
staff here to help 


BRIERLEY HILL BRANCH 
UNITS 11/12 MOUNT PLEASANT 
QUARRY BANK, 

BRIERLEY HILL DY5 2YS 
01384 74949 


OPENING HOURS 
7.30 am-5.00 pm MON-FRI 
8.00 am-5.00 pm SATURDAY 
CLOSED SUNDAYS 


• AMPLE PARKING 

• FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 

• SPECIALIST ADVICE 

• HUGE STOCKS 
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ASHWOOD NURSERIES 

NURSERY | TEA ROOM I GIFT SHOP I MAIL ORDER 




"HE 

JOHN’S GARDEN CHARITY OPEN DAY 
Saturday 15th July | 10am-4pm | Entry €5 

In the garden we have The Black Country wood turners and Heritage Working 
Boats, performances from local choir Gentlemen Songsters at 11:30am 
St folk singers Eve and John at 2:30pm* ^performances weather permitting) 

All proceeds donated to The Beacon Centre. For further info please visit our website. 

Come snd iridf U 1 wt «ir«* utiMirxi )U\1 off 
thr A449, ) nub* south of WaH Hr*th 

- Dcautifu Plants and Nursery 

- Garden Shop 

- Gift Shop 

-Tea Rixxr (CHh-i -4 4tprr. .UK) 

-Ojtdocc Children's Play Area 

ASHWOODNURSERIES.COM 

Ashwood Nurseries, Ashwood Lower Lane, Kingswinford, DY6 OAE Tel: 01384 401996 
Open Mondays to Saturdays 8.30am - 5:30pm & Sundays 9am - 5:30pm 




Creative children have 
designs on competition 



Design an ad winners, their 

ARTISTIC pupils showed off 
their prowess in the Express 
& Star’s Design an Ad com¬ 
petition. 

Around 1,000 youngsters produced 
their own advertisements for busi¬ 
nesses across the region. Thanks to 
their creative efforts, 30 of the spon¬ 
sors now have colourful and imagina¬ 
tive new ideas for ads. 

Tracy Pearce, CEO of sponsors SIPS 
Education, said: “We were pleased by 
the creativity and hard work invested 
in each submission.” 

Each school was given a different 
business to create an ad for, and each 


guardians and sponsors in the cer 

company chose one youngster from 
each school for top spot. The winning 
designs featured in The Chronicle’s 
sister publication The Express & Star 
and readers voted for their favourite. 

The winning 30 artists - including 
their guardians and sponsorships - 
were invited to a ceremony at Wolver¬ 
hampton Grand Theatre where each 
child was awarded a book voucher, cer¬ 
tificate and a £50 achievement award 
for their school to use. 

The overall winner, Erin Weston of 
Glynne Primary, Kingswinford - as 
voted by the readers - won £500 for 
her school. She was matched up with 
stationery manufacturer Helix Maped. 


at the Grand Theatre 



Winner Erin Weston 


Advertisement 




No pain and no more 
multiple failing teeth 


Speech now normal 
and perfectly clear 


Stomach problems 
over and diet good 


W HEN former university mental health lec¬ 
turer Roy Philpott recognised involuntary 
changes in his social behaviour, he knew he 
needed help — and quickly. 

“Below the radar,” he says, “things were happening to my 
teeth in my early-60s and by the time I was 70, problems 
were visible and very acute.” 

But the issues were not just affecting his oral health. 
Studies of the mysterious collaborations between our 
bodies and minds have established medical links between 
failing teeth and mental wellbeing. 

In Roy’s case invasive gum disease had challenged his 
enthusiastic approach to retirement and not least his 
passion in working for the Guide Dogs charity. 

A public speaker for the charity, he became aware of a 
’’terrible self-consciousness” doing fundraising events. 

Symptoms masked 

“My normally clear speaking voice began to change and 
people were asking me to repeat what I’d said. On reflec¬ 
tion, I was probably mumbling. Another strange thing for 
me was that I’d noticed I no longer smiled,” he says. 

During a period of three years he suffered numerous 
gum infections as the insidious disease saw him lose more 
and more teeth. “I’m a Black Country lad and typically 
Black Country folk cope and get on with things and that’s 
just what I did,” he adds. 

When antibiotics failed to work he turned to alternative 
therapies and for a couple of years herbal 
prescriptions appeared to help. 

However, in 2010, Roy recalls what 
he describes as a “turning point” in a 
downwards spiral that ultimately affected 
his ability to eat properly, his digestive 
system and social engagement. On holiday 



Roy with his beloved Vonnie - the adopted labradoodle 


in Scotland, Roy developed Bell’s palsy, a 
partial paralysis of the face.“Treatment 
involved the prescription of steroids,” he 
explains. 

“Suddenly, all the problems with my 
teeth appeared to disappear, but of course 


what really was happening, symptoms 
were being masked by the medication and 
the infection was still in the roots of my 
teeth. I thought it had gone, but it hadn’t.” 

In less than a decade, Roy had lost more 
than 16 teeth and his diet had changed 


dramatically. Embarrassing gaps meant 
he was able to chew on only one side and 
his healthy vegetarian diet, including his 
favourite apples, celery and grapes, was 
limited to soft food choices. 

“My gums hurt, food impacted between 
my remaining teeth resulting in sideward 
pressure and more loosening, and I had to 
make conscious decisions not to stay in. 

“There was no Pizza Hut for me and 
even a simple piece of toast I had to cut 
into small pieces. I was no longer really 
chewing food, just swallowing it and was 
experiencing stomach problems. 

“I’d be chewing and a tooth would just 
fall out ... I was not sleeping, had a par¬ 
tial denture I couldn’t get on with and all 
I could think of was ‘what on earth am I 
going to do?’ I was desperate,” he says. 

Secure 

Inspired by testimonials published in his 
local weekly newspaper, he sought help 
with Steven Burchell DipCDT RCS(Eng), 
principal of both North Street Dental and 
Implant Clinic and the Denture Clinic. 
“What an eye-opener! 

“He spent an hour with me on my first 
consultation,” says Roy. Treatment in¬ 
volved the placing of four upper and four 
lower implants to secure over-dentures. 

“Totally secure, hugely functional and 
natural looking — we were able to help 
Roy return to the spontaneous lifestyle he 
enjoyed before his troubles set in,” says 
Steven. 


reassuring 


t 

t 

t 


Roy’s patient journey 

My experience with Steven and his team 
was the best and getting the implants is 
money well spent. You need to be com¬ 
mitted to the process, but the end results 
are well worth it. 

— Roy Philpott 

Other testimonials 

Steven’s demeanour and attitude to it all 
gave me the confidence and assurance 
that they could resolve my problem. 
Knowing that Owain was going to do the 
surgery was great. 

— Norm a Aston 

When I first saw my teeth I thought 
they looked just like my real teeth. My 
husband couldn’t believe they were 
so good. From start to finish it took 14 
weeks, but it was worth the wait. 

- Viki Ball 


Life with Guide Dogs 

GUIDE Dogs puppy walkers Roy and wife, Sue, 
are committed to changing lives in their work for 
the charity. 

For more than seven years they have been the 
“the foster parents” of puppies which later be¬ 
came fully trained guidedogs. Currently, the cou¬ 
ple from Dudley, have a beautiful labradoodle — 
Vonnie — the “diva of the house,” says Sue. 

Vonnie, who suffered retina damage in an acci¬ 
dent, had her guidedog career cut short, but was 
adopted by the Philpotts. Roy and Sue were fam¬ 
ily to Dudley, the celebrity labrador puppy who 
was sponsored by the mayor’s charity. The prac¬ 
tice has also supported Guide Dogs. 

More information from www.guidedogs.org.uk 


Suction donturos Complete dentures Partial dentures Copy dentures Implant rotamod dentures Rep vice 


For appointments at all clinics call 

0800 0285185 


5 North Street Dudley, 
West Midlands, DY2 7DT 
www. dtnhrt*civHCvCO uk 


p &I m f 


tmwd 
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Dentine Clmtc also located at 
Richmond House 

112 Richmond Road, Wolverhampton. WV3 9JJ 


Soft linings 


nture 

'Clinic 



























ADVERTISEMENT 

Simple steps homeowners can 
take now to protect their 
assets. 

Head of April King Legal Paul King explains why some 
homeowners are doing too little, too late to protect their 
hard-earned assets. 



P*«l Kim;. Ik id of Iff! kiag Legal 


Cart Coal lata 

"A lot of people are still unaware 
that if they need care in later life, 
their asscLs will he meamHesttd by 
the Local Authority to help pay for 
the*: services.” 

rtic Local Authority will look to 
use the of a person until they 
gel down to a lower limit of 
114.250. when the Local Aulhonty 
will uke ovet chc fees .” 

~For instance, my own 
grandmother sadly passed away 
recently at the age of 92 My 
grand luibtfr had dn\J many y«r» 
earl a-r and left everything to her" 

"When she needed care in the last 
six years of her life* because irry 
grandfather had left everything to 
her. the houat and all the estate 
was counted in the Local 
Aulhonty s means tc*L~ 

"Our clients tell us, 'Hlf’ir 
worked hard all our lives, 
why should the Lwul 
Authority get it all? ,n 

7u« as she died, she hod gone 
down to that lower limn of 

i ' 

inherited ~ 

"There arc many myths about the 
slops people can cake to protect 
their assets from being used like 
thw." 

"The main one is that a parent 
should simply sign their houtc 
over to the children now. so it 
won't be taken into consideration 
for means testing I hat's just not 
Rue 

’U>c*l Authentic* will actually 
look to see if you’ve ‘deliberately 
deprived' yourself of an asset by 
giving property away, going back 
over any period in time " 

"Sometimes people think that if the 
gift is made seven years prior then 
the house is safe This is not so as 
the seven-year rule only applies «o 
Inhcriunof Tax and n ci Local 
Authority care " 

"The solution is tor couples to 
simply not leave every thing to 
each oilier tn the first place * 

What my grandfather could have 
done is leave his half of the house 
m tnist to his children, staring that 
they couldn't have it while his 
wife, my grandmother, was still 
alive We call these Property Trust 
Wills.** 


'If my grandfather had left his half 
of the house in trust to the children 
then when my grandmother 
subsequently received care in her 
later life she would only have been 
means tested on her own half of 
the house, but my grandfather's 
half would have been safe." 

m Why should he have to 
contribute his half when 
he didn V receive any 
care?" 

"The important factor w that 
couples need to act in advance 
Once one party dies or loses 
mental capacity, through a stroke 
for example, then they are no 
longer in a position to do this 
legitimate and straightforward 
type of planning " 

"It is therefore important for 
couples so act row even if they 
may not foresee care fees being an 
issue," 

Paul goes on to explain that most 
clients he sees arc surprised to 
learn remarriage usually cancels a 
Will and makes the spouse next in 
line to inherit. ahead of their own 
children* Protecting your half of 
the house in thts way. he suggests, 
ensures that your children 
ultimately inherit when the 
survivor dies 

"Had my grandmother ret named 
after the death of my grandfather 
the whole estate could have passed 
- dew ays out of the family," says 
Paul 

I astlng Power of Attorney 

Paul explains how people often get 
confused thinking that, because 
they hnvc mode a Will, their 
executors can also deal with assets 
if there is illness, stroke or some 
other form of incapacity w hile 
they are skll ding 

"Everyone should actually have 
two document* - a Will than deals 
with their estate on death, and a 
Lasting Power of Attorney that 
deals with their estate during ihctr 
lifetime,” hesavs- 

'Thcrc are two types of Lasting 
Power of Attorney -one deals 
with finance, the other deals with 
health and welfare ** 

"In many ways it s similar to a 
passport, a document that's 
registered now and one which can 
he physically handed to the 
attorneys should the need arise ” 


“ft allow* the attorneys, perhaps 
the children, to deal w nth the hunks 
and pension companies etc should 
their parent become incapacitated, 
but aho to deal with matters such 
as where the parent should be 
liv mg and how they should receive 
care’* 

“Your attorneys, again perhaps 
your children, must legally act in 
your beat interests at all times,” 

“You can choose a number of 
attorneys to ad. cither jointly or 
indcpnadcntly. and April King 
adv ises on the various options 
available '* 

“Couples are often 
surjfrised to discover that 
even punt hank accounts 
can he frozen until the 
hank sees sight of a 
Lasting Power of Attorney' 
document n 

“Having a Lasting Power of 
Attorney removes the burden on 
children should ill heuhh happen 
further down the line." 

"It help* a family deal with hank 
accounts and so on during a 
parent's lifetime and ceases on 
death** 

Crucially. you luve to complete n 
lasting Power of Attorney while 
you arc still m good mental 
knkh" 

"If someone becomes ill through 
say, a stroke or dementia, this 
option is lost and the family would 
have tn apply for a IXrputyship 
OrdcT from the Court of Protection 
a drawn out and expensive 
process. 1 * 

"It is therefore a good idea for 
clients to plan ahead and remove 
any future burden from the 
family.” 

“Once ogam, all adults dvould be 
thinking of this, particularly w hen 
there acre children or a business 
involved " 

"It's not just something to think 
about when you get older, thaifs 
the challenge for us. ‘ 

“People think , 7 >w not ill ♦ 
why do I need to make a 
Power of Attorney? * But 
they \re missing the point 
This is a document that 
has to he done in 
advance . H 


"The 1 aumg Power of Attorney 
remains in place until you die 
unless you want to cancel n" 

’Once it's registered, you don't 
have to worry it you then develop 
*omc debilitating illness A burden 
has been removed from the family 
at an already difficult time " 

HkindMitr Trust W Ills 

The majority of April King's 
clients have already made standard 
‘Minor Wills’ with other firms 
ipproachatg the Firm A 
Mwmr Will is when a couple leave 
everything to each other on the 
first death, then to the children 

i 

modem family life means these 
type of Wills leave a lot to chance 

Explains Paul "If I have a Mirror 
Will leaving everything to my wile 
and she remarries or goes into cart 
after my death then cither the new 
husband or the Local Authority arc 
likely to inherit most, if not all, of 
my estate ahead of my children ~ 

“Even if my children are 
named in my Mirror WUf 
it is hy no means certain 
that they will inherit 
anything." 

“Once again, this m because a 
remamage would coned the Will 
my wife hid previously mode with 
me and make the new husband 
next-of-kin. ** 

cA|irf Mg ion 


"This often comes as a big shock to 
my clients who had perhaps thought 
that all was in order and that the 
family bloodline would one day 
inherit” 

’'The same ■ true for thinking that 
their children and or grandchildren 
will one day benefit under a Minor 

"If any of your children should die 
leaving cverylhing to their husband 
or wife and that son-m-lnw or 
daughter-in-law should then 
remarry, then your grandchildren 
would he the ones to lose out under 
the line of inheritance' 

“Worse still . someone else f s 
grandchildren would he in 
line to receive the benefit of 
all your years of hard 
work* * 

"I’ve experienced thts m my own 
family and I’m sun: must people 
has e hod similar experiences or 
heard of someone who has.’* 

"Bloodline Trust Wilb give greater 
protection to your children.” 

"These type of W'ilh not only give 
your children complete control and 
access to the inheritance they 
receive from you, they also gram 
added protection from the twists and 
turns of modem family life ” 

"The wording tn these Wills state* 
that any money left over on their 
demise must pass to any children 
bom of them your grandchildren.” 


April king has prepared a free information 
pack for readers of the Halesowen Chronicle 
which is available by calling 

01384 886101 

Line* open Wn f-r Kir* Sit nun 4p«. Sin Kkiw 2pti 

You can also email lafnuv aprtlldau.co.uk nr visit 
www apn Iking CO uk* 1 mlbpack 

4* April King 

April King hat 2fl ulfWn acnt«« MitlUndk 
Your liKal offccr Its Dadlrv Court Scaith. The WaltffRtM* 

Level Mrcd Hrtcrfcy Hill. Wcu M dlat.ls DYS iXAi 
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M5 Major Roadworks - if you use this 
road, your journey will be affected. 


Please use M42 and M6 as an alternative route 



Since Easter, Highways England has been carrying 
out roadworks on the M5 J1-2 Oldbury Viaduct. This 
is all in preparation for a major concrete repair and 
waterproofing scheme. The work is going well and 
wed like to thank you for your patience. 

We are now starling the next phase of (tie work. To do this 
safely and efficiently we need to make some changes to the 
toad layout and reduce speed limits. 

M5 junctions 1-2: tor your safety there will be a contraflow 
system from early August Traffic will be diverted onto the 
northbound carriageway, with 2 lanes in each direction and a 
30mph speed limit 

There wil also be changes at key junctions In the region, 
including at M6 junction 8 southbound and Mb junction 4a 
northbound. This is to increase capacity for the suggested 
M42VM6 alternative route and reduce the amount of traffic 
heading towards the roadworks. We understand this may not 
be wetoome news, but this is needed to manage the volume of 
traffic through this busy part of the network. It will also reduce 
the potential impact on local roads. 

To help you can: 


plan your journey 

take the bus. train or Midland Metro 
car share 
work from home 
avoid rush hour 


For more information about the scheme and 
alternative public transport: 

visit www.highways.gov.uk/oldburyviaduct 
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Have a say on Black Country's future 

Commercial feature I I 



People from across the Black Country are 
being encouraged to have their say on a 
review of the Black Country Core Strategy. 

Views are needed on how Black Country 
authorities can best meet housing, economic 
development and transport needs, as well as 
protecting the local environment to help shape 
the future of the area. 

Dudley, Sandwell, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton councils are all working 
together to achieve the very best future for 
local communities through the strategy which 
is a key planning and regeneration tool for the 
whole of the Black Country. 

Investment 

It plans for the area’s future local development 
needs and directs services to the right locations 
to meet local needs. It also makes sure the 
necessary level of investment is attracted to 
create jobs and wealth in our region. 

The current strategy was adopted by the four 
councils in 2011. 

It has shaped the housing, industrial and 
retail growth of the area, whilst protecting the 
environment and greenbelt. It has also been 
successful in supporting regeneration for the 
past six years. 

The strategy now needs to be reviewed to 
meet the new challenges and opportunities for 
the coming years, up to 2036. 

A public consultation will make sure that 
everyone across the Black Country has the 
opportunity to have their say on the plans for 
the area. 

The new core strategy will provide the 
framework for growth and development across 
the Black Country up to 2036. 

It is really important that people who live and 


work in the area help shape it, so it reflects the 
aspirations of local people. 

There are ten key issues that people’s views 
are being sought on: meeting housing needs, 
supporting the economy, supporting town 
centres, protecting the environment, reviewing 
the green belt, keeping the Black Country 
connected, providing community facilities to 
support growth, people’s health and wellbeing, 
working with our neighbours and regeneration 
across the Black Country. 

Around 78,000 new homes need to be built in 
the Black Country over the next 20 years. There 
are enough brownfield sites to deliver around 


56,000 homes, but new plots of land need to 
be found for an extra 22,000 homes as the 
population and economy of the area continues 
to grow. 

There is also a need to find new employment 
land to expand the economy and create jobs. 
We need to decide where this development 
should go. 

Making the most of brownfield land remains 
the top priority, however, in the coming 
decades sites like this are going to run out and 
the green belt will need to be reviewed to find 
more development sites to meet future needs. 

Decisions also need to be made about 


the infrastructure required to support new 
development, including transport, schools and 
shops. 

The consultation is open until September 
8 2017. It’s easy to take part by visiting 
blackcountrycorestrategy.dudley.gov.uk where 
all the documents are available to read and 
people can fill in a questionnaire online. 

A leaflet, which includes a prepaid 
questionnaire, is also available at local libraries. 
Please email blackcountrycorestrategy@ 
dudley.gov.uk or call 01384 814136 for more 
details. 

Consultation events will be running across 


the Black Country throughout the consultation 
period, dates and venues for these are detailed 
below. 

As part of the consultation, there is also a 
“Call for Sites” where people can put forward 
areas of land they feel may be suitable for 
development. 

When the consultation closes all feedback 
will be collated, considered and used to 
help develop the next stage of the strategy 
- which will identify key locations for future 
development. 

The views of local people will help plan for the 
very best future for the Black Country. 


Black Country I Core Strategy 

Planning for the future of the Black Country 

The Black Country needs your voice 
to help us move forward together 


Consultation events 


Saturday 15 July (11am-4pm) Dudley Black Country 
Festival, Stone Street and Stone Street Square, Dudley DY1 1NT 

Saturday 15 July (lOam-lpm) Penn Library, 

Coalway Avenue, Penn WV3 7LT 

Monday 17 July (1.30pm-5.30pm) Blackheath Library, 
Blackheath 

Tuesday 18 July (10am-2pm) City of Wolverhampton 
Council, Main Reception, Civic Centre WV1 1RP 


We need to make big decisions on important issues that 
will affect the Black Country, our home, up to 2036 

Your views will help us plan the very best future for our Black Country 

Public consultation 3 July to 8 September 2017 





HOUSING ENVIRONMENT EMPLOYMENT TRANSPORT 


Don’t miss your chance to have your say by visiting blackcountrycorestrategy.dudley.gov.uk 
or emailing blackcountrycorestrategy@dudley.gov.uk to give us your views 


Dudley "Is Sandwell Jf8| Walsall Council 

Metropolitan Borough Council J H Metropolitan Borough Council 


CITY of 

WOLVERHAMPTON 

COUNCIL 


Wednesday 19 July (4-7pm) Bilston Library, 

Mount Pleasant, Bilston WV14 7LU 

Thursday 20 July (10am-2pm) City of Wolverhampton 
Council, Main Reception, Civic Centre WV1 1RP 

Friday 21 July (1-7pm) Walsall Council House, 

Lichfield Street, Walsall, WS1 1TW 

Saturday 22 July (11am-4pm) Brier Fair, High Street, 
Brierley Hill DY5 3AP 

Saturday 22 July (lOam-lpm) Collingwood Library, 
Broadway Gardens, The Broadway, Bushbury WV10 8EB 

Saturday 22 July (2-4pm) Tettenhall Library, 

St. Michael's Parish Centre, Upper Street, Tettenhall WV6 8QF 

Wednesday 26 July (1pm-5:30pm) Willenhall Chart, 

19 Gomer Street, Willenhall, WV13 2NS 

Friday, 28 July (11am-4pm) Rye Market Shopping 
Centre, Stourbridge DY8 1HJ 

Tuesday 1 August (1.30-7pm) Aldridge Community Centre, 
Anchor Meadow, Middlemore Lane, Aldridge WS9 8AN 

Wednesday 9 August (1-7pm) Bloxwich Library Theatre, 
Elmore Row, Bloxwich , WS3 2HR 

Thursday 10 August (3-7pm) Wednesbury Town Hall, 
Holyhead Road, Wednesbury WS10 7DF 

Tuesday 15 August (3-7pm) The Brasshouse Centre, 
Smethwick B66 1 BA 



Thursday 24 August (11am-4pm) Cornbow Shopping 
Centre, Halesowen B63 4AB 

Saturday 2 September (10am-4pm) New Square, 
West Bromwich B70 7PP 
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SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE 

Come and have a look around... 




Tn 


Be quick, ^ 
when they an , 
gone, they are ( 
gone! j" 


M/le can create any shed or summer house, 
let us know what you want, we build it.... 






\ 


Feather Edge Panels LAP Panels 

6ft x 6ft.£19 6ft x 6ft.£18 

6ft x 5ft.£18 6ft x 5ft.£17 

6ft x 4ft.£17 6ft x 4ft.£16 

Concrete Gravel Boards...£8.50 
Concrete Post 8ft.£10 


TRADE DISCOUNT AVAILABLE 


- pr* 

TRADE & PUBLIC 
WELCOME 



We also stock all Fencing Products: Panels, Posts & Gravel Boards 

«SI Te:da &»Summer houses. Unit 4, Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7LG 

01384 944115 • 07594 841785 

« i 


JF GATES & RAILINGS 

t a _i £jj 



WE HAVE MOVED!!! "SZSSXZSl- 



www.jfb-ironworks.co.uk 



T • # i 

Call your local Experts 


for a 


quote today 




Visit Us At Doulton Trading Est., Doulton Road, Rowley Regis B65 8JG 


Tel: 01384 4133311 01902 628018 
Freephone: 0800 0375179 Mobile: 07721783291 
www.doultondoors.co.uk 


35 


Unit 20 Waterside Ind. Est. Mariot Road, 
Netherton DY2 9RG 07793 753320 



Roll Ends Reduced To ClearI 

• Free Quotes*Free Local Delivery*Free Measuring 
_ Fitting Service Available _ 


129 Coombs Road, Halesowen Call: 0121 561 4607 





Doors & Windows Ltd 
Tel: 01902 842706 / 07759 536818 
www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
Em ail: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 




Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 

10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 

EDWARDIAN 

CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 

Bi-Fold 
Doors 
From £999 

French 
Patio Doors 
From £649 
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Just Grand! Theatre's 
new line-up announced 


FORMER EastEnders star 
Phil Daniels will be one of the 
star attractions during the 
Grand Theatre’s new season 
of shows. 

Highlights include Daniels in 
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, on-stage 
dinner with Christopher Biggins, 
comedian Jim Davidson’s stand- 
up show, a Grand production of 
Turn of the Screw and the return 
of smash-hit musical Jersey Boys. 

Bosses promise a selection of West 
End musicals, gripping dramas, dy¬ 
namic dance and one-night concerts. 

Daniels, aged 58, stars in Robert 
Louis Stevenson’s gothic thriller from 
May 1 to 5 next year. He is known 
for roles including Jimmy Cooper in 
Quadrophenia, Richards in Scum and 
Kevin Wicks in EastEnders. 

Elaborate 

On October 27, the theatre will host 
an elaborate dinner on stage with Big¬ 
gins, presented by Midlands Today’s 
Nick Owen. 

The 33-piece British Philharmonic 
Concert Orchestra will perform at the 
venue on January 12, while the Roy 
Orbison Story will see Barry Steele 
recreate the vocal talents of the music 
legend. 

Controversial comic Davidson will 
take to the stage on February 1, while 
The Lionel Richie Songbook on March 
6 will see musicians indulge in a two- 
hour show featuring all the perform¬ 
er’s greatest hits. 

Two Strictly Come Dancing stars, 
Brendan Cole and Pasha Kovalev will 
take the stage for separate shows, 
while 80s Mania will see a throwback 
to chart-topping tunes from the dec¬ 
ade, with a Queen tribute show hitting 



Christopher Biggins 


the Grand on March 30. Champions 
of Rock, the Supreme Queen Concert 
Show will see two hours of rocking 
hits. Musical ‘Crazy for You’ star¬ 
ring Tom Chambers and Charlotte 
Wakefield runs from May 8 to 12. 

A show celebrating the best of David 





Comedian Jim Davidson 



Phil Daniels in Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 


Bowie (Bowie Experience - The Golden 
Years Tour) takes place on June 8 and 
Thoroughly Modern Millie will have a 
five-day run from June 26 to 30. 

Tickets can be purchased by calling 
01902 429212, in person at the box 
office or online at grandtheatre.co.uk 


complete glasses 



WHERE SPECS COST LESS! * conditi. 


fir 




Find the same specs 
for less and we'll refund 
your money in full 
(and you keep your glasses!) 


varifocals 


36 Douglas Road 
Rowley Regis 
B68 9HX 
0121 561 4940 


Fancy Another Pair? 


HALF PRICE 


Even on Varifocals & 
Designer frames! 



Go ahead. Update 
that status. Get all 
the likes you deserve. 
You've chosen the 
smarter way to travel. 

Getting about 
is better by bus. 


Mobile payments. Greener buses. Designated bus lanes. 

nxbus.co.uk/betterbybus 



naNonal 
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Saying farewell to one of their fallen comraces during a Boer War funeral service A group of soldiers pose for the camera in the early 1900s 


Bodies strewn across a battlefield during the Boer War 



An officer, with his uniform including baton and bullet belt 


Revealed: images of 
one man's Boer war 


THEY are haunting images of 
the Boer War, all found in a 
fascinating time capsule put 
together by a former service¬ 
man from the West Midlands. 

The pictures, which have never 
been seen by the public before and 
include photographs of bodies on 
the battlefield, were discovered in 
a time capsule created by Robert 
Oliver. 

They also show the funeral of a 
British serviceman together with the 
aftermath of the destruction caused 
by battle. 

Mr Oliver fought in the conflict, 
which started in 1899 and ended in 
1902, and was awarded the Queen’s 
medal for South Africa after fight¬ 
ing in Cape Colony, the Orange Free 
State, the Transvaal and South Africa 
in 1901 and 1902. 

After leaving the army he moved 
to Staffordshire, where he joined the 
county’s police force. 

His capsule of memorabilia, which 


MEMORY LANE 



was discovered in a house in Derby, 
also includes medals, hats and gloves 
will now be sold by auctioneer Charles 
Hanson 

Mr Oliver’s collection forms part of 
a Militaria sale, which will be held on 
July 25 and could fetch up to £1,000. 

Mr Hanson said: “The collection is 
quite remarkable since it contains two 
pairs of original kid gloves, spurs, an 
ammunition bandolier, caps and hats, 
Queens and Kings South African med¬ 
als. 

“It also contains a glazed portrait 
of Robert Oliver, a photo album of un¬ 
published personal photos of the war, 
a powder flask, cap badges, an original 
South African feathered headdress, a 
cartridge belt and other items. 

“It really is quite an archive. We 
know from the family that Robert Ol¬ 
iver was quite a rogue in his youth. At 
the age of 16, he ran away, ending up 


on a ship to Canada where he found 
work as a lumberjack. He later joined 
Staffordshire Police and our client’s 
memory of him was that he was funny 
but firm and strict. Later in life he 
became a landlord, owning the Devon¬ 
shire pub in Hartington. 

“The photographs, never seen pub¬ 
licly before, comprise amazing images 
of a war which took a horrific number 
of lives. 

“They include pictures of a Boer 
War dog, an observation balloon at La¬ 
dysmith and General Buller. There are 
also images of Boers and their homes, 
together with graphic images record¬ 
ing the harsh reality, and true horror, 
of war - something the Victorian press 
did not portray at the time, as the 
British Empire was deemed undefeat- 
able. Britain went into the Boer War 
over-confident and under-prepared. 
The Boers were well armed and these 
guerrilla fighters carried out surprise 
attacks on the British, as, without 
uniforms, they blended easily into the 
farmlands which also provided hiding 
places for supplies and horses.” 



A Boer War dog used as a mascot for the soldiers 



OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 


Oak; Wood 01597 

LODGES 811422 


www.oakwoodlodges.co.uk 


Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above 
sea-level in the ‘Heart of Wales’. Fantastic views with 
red kites soaring overhead. Stunning location and 
excellent touring centre. 

Dogs welcome. Small site. All year round availability. 
Superb holiday accommodation. 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


f ■ ® 

OmegaHols aOmegaHols OmegaHols 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, 
ABTAV4782. 


AUTUMN 


INCLUDES 


LONDON 


1 ST CLASS 


UPGRADE 


Travel in style to London on this exceptional value weekend 
break and receive a free upgrade to first class rail travel. 
Make it an extra special weekend by adding a Friday evening 
Stalls or Circle ticket to one of these top West End shows for 
only £49pp*: 


42nd Street, Aladdin, An American in Paris, Dreamgirls, 
Kinky Boots, Mamma Mia!, Matilda, Motown the Musical, 
The Lion King, Phantom of the Opera and Wicked. 


CStalls or Circle ticket face-value £67.50-£75) 


3 DAYS, BY RAIL 

£ 209 


■90pp 


View product online at www. 
omega-holidays.com/YXY003 


Price Includes... 


✓ 2 nights at a choice of 4 star central London hotels 
with full English breakfast 

✓ Free time in London for shopping and sightseeing 

✓ Return first class rail travel to London 


Single room supplement £100pp. 
Subject to availability. tOmega Holidays reserve 
the right to remove this offer at any time. 


Friday departures, 15, 22 & 29 September and 
6 & 13 October 2017 
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fHEATRE 





T&Cs apply 


FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
NIGHT BANQUETING 
OFFERS 



ANY STARTERS ANY MAIN COURSE 
RICE OR NAAN 
OR VEG SIDE DISH 

# ICE CREAM & COFFEE 

_f 


£ 13.95 


per person 


SURCHARGE FOR FISH 
AND KING PRAWN 


LOUNGE 


SUNDAY 




BUFFET 

From 5pm 

ADULTS £ 9.95 


£ 5.95 


' 4 ' 

x CHILDREN. 

(UNDER 8) 

HELP YOURSELF TO AS 
MUCH AS YOU LIKE 

T&Cs apply 


OVER 


^2 FOR 1^ 





SUNDAY - THURSDAY 


(Eat in main course only!) 
Surcharge for fish and king prawns 



T & C apply 

DISCOUNTS 

AVAILABLE 



RESTAURANT 


67-69 HIGH STREET, HALESOWEN, WEST MIDLANDS, B63 3BQ 
www.banglaloungehalesowen.co.uk TEL: 0121 585 7020/501 3816 
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There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years 

Make Your Will 



O„ly£90.00 (no VAT to pay] 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £95.00 (no VAT to ppr) 

A home visit at a convenient tin 

For information and appointmem calL 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianshij^Trusts 

Members of the Society of Will Waters 

Goodwills 



Reseat Sunday Market 

BIGGEST SUNDAY MARKET IN THE MIDLANDS 




“BARGAINS 
FOR EVERYONE” 


Attractions: Half Price Meat Auctions 
& All your favourite Market Traders! 
Fun starts at 9am 

BANKS’S STADIUM 

Walsall FC WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 

07889 975701 

All hard standing 


JZI ANTIQUE COLLECTORS V, 
▼ & VINTAGE FAIR 

UTTOXETER RACECOURSE 

(SATNAV ST14 8BD) A518 / A38 / SIGNPOSTED A50 

SATURDAY/SUNDAY 
15TH & 16TH JULY 2017 


100 + STALLS INSIDE + 
OUTSIDE PITCHES 


10AM-4PM ADM.£1.50 
CHILDREN FREE 
PLENTY OF FREE PARKING 




ANTIQUE FORUM 
01782 393660/07921659798 


or 



To advertise you Pub, Restaurant or Venue 
here please call Sarah Childs on 
01384 353258 


Everything I do, is 
for a love of music 


H e’s been nominated for 
17 Grammy Awards, has 
been inducted into the 
Canadian Music Hall of 
Fame and received a star 
on the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame in 2011. 

Bryan Adams is a multi-platinum rock legend, who rose 
to fame with a string of huge hits in the 1980s including 
Summer of 69, Run to You and Heaven. 

He’s sold more than 100 million records and his 1991 
single, (Everything I Do) I Do It For You remains a UK 
record-breaker, having spent 16 consecutive weeks at 
number one. 

And yet for all of the success that Bryan has enjoyed 
in his 42-year career, he steadfastly refuses to look back. 
Bryan doesn’t bother thinking about what he’s done - he 
thinks about what he’s about to do. 

And this summer that’s involved a series of sell out gigs 
around the UK as part of an open-air tour that has thrilled 
tens of thousands of fans. 

Adams will bring his show to Worcester’s Sixways 
Stadium tonight and fans can look forward to a slew of 
greatest hits. 

He’s looking forward to the show: “I’m delighted to be 
continuing my tour and heading to Worcester. It will give 
me an opportunity to perform tracks from my latest album 
Get Up as well as some of my earlier classics. It’s going to 
be a special show and I hope my fans are able to join me.” 

Get Up helped to revitalise Bryan’s career after he 
worked on the project with ELO mainman-cum-producer, 
Jeff Lynne. It was his 14th studio album and was his first 
recording of new material since 2008’s 11. 

The record was the product of an international record 
experience, with Bryan, Lynne and fellow collaborator Jim 
Vallance emailing one another work. 

Bryan says: “It came together quite organically, song 
by song, working with Jeff producing over the past couple 
of years whenever he had time. It was a great partnership 
as it gave me plenty of time to write the songs, most 
of which are a collaboration with Jim Vallance. We all 
worked primarily over the internet from Canada, Europe 
and LA, sending demos and parts of songs until we got 
it right.” 

Bryan was delighted to work with Lynne, who is one of 
his friends. 

“A friend of mine is also a friend of his. We were just 
talking, and I said, ‘Oh, if you see Jeff, say 
hi from me’. He said, ‘I will’. Then I got a 
message back: ‘Oh, Jeff wants you to call 
him when you get to L.A. sometime.. So I 
called, [then] went up and saw him. 

“Jeff said, ‘Do you wanna cut a track 
sometime?’. I said, ‘Yeah’. 

“He did what I would imagine he 
does in any project that he’s done: 

He sort of becomes a member 
of the band. In this case, on 
the majority of the tracks he 
produced on this album, he 
is the band. I had wanted to 
work with Jeff for a long time. 

When it finally happened I 
was elated.” 

The results were instant 
and Bryan enjoyed making 
the record. He was glad 
that he’d had a long spell 
between records - with only 
a covers album, Tracks of 
My Years, being released 
since 2008. 

Bryan’s manager Bruce 
Allen gives his charge 
plenty of time to come up 
with new ideas. He never 
hassles Bryan and leaves 
him to wait until the spirit 
moves him, before making 
a new record. 

“Well, I’m always making 


I Summer of 2017 - Adams 
play songs from his latest album 



songs, and what drives you isn’t the past; what drives you 
is the future and what you’re creating next. That’s how I 
think about it. I don’t think about what I’ve done; I think 
about what I’m about to do. 

“I always have to try and find time to write. I’ve been 
working on songs. I have songs on my Bare Bones 
record, I have songs on my Tracks of My Years record. I 
have songs on my Sydney Opera House record. I have 
lots of new songs coming out. Get Up was the first 
M sort of comprehensive [album].” 

The record emerged out of nowhere. Initially, 

Bryan was only planning to record one song. But he 
was so happy with that that he carried on and made 
the whole record. 

“When I heard the first track we 
did played back, I thought, ‘Wow, 
we can’t just stop here’. 

I kept asking him to 
do more songs. 

That is how 




the album 
came about. I 
never actually 
said, ‘Hey, can 
you produce my album?’. 
“We did a track together, 
and one by one it grew. I would 
say, ‘Wanna do another 
track?’ He always said, 
‘Well, I’ve got my album 
to do’. I said, ‘That’s OK. 
Whenever you’ve got time’. I 
was in no hurry.” 

Many 1980s artists have 
gone down the nostalgia 
route, opting to play the old 


Well, I’m always 
making songs, 
what drives you 
is what you’re 
creating next 


hits and keep the flame alive. But Bryan has travelled in 
a different direction. He’s been deliberately finding new 
things to do so that he remains fresh and relevant to the 
modern idiom. He has no intention of trading on former 
glories and prefers to take photographs, play gigs and 
engage in philanthropic work. 

“I was asked to go the nostalgia route, as you would 
call it, on the last album, Tracks of My Years’, which I was 
reluctant to do. I would literally leave one studio where 
I was recording the covers with David Foster, and go to 
another studio where I was working on the new album 
with Jeff. That gave me the impetus to get through the 
Foster record, because I didn’t enjoy that at all. 

“I did it because my management and record company 
wanted me to. I got into it in the end. And David is a 
brilliant producer — nothing against him. It just wasn’t 
something I really wanted to do. It was funny literally 
leaving one studio thinking ‘ugh’, then going into the 
[next] studio going ‘ah!’ It wasn’t for the ‘ah!’ moments, I 
wouldn’t have gotten through the ‘ugh’ moments.” 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 





























Back by demand, Red 
Shoes cast steps out 


FOLLOWING sell-out dates just five months 
ago, Matthew Bourne’s ballet production 
of The Red Shoes returns to Birmingham 
Hippodrome next week. 

From the beloved Hans Christian Andersen fairytale 
and Academy-award winning movie by Michael Powell 
and Eric Pressburger, dates in February sold out in 
record breaking time. Now the show is returning due to 
phenomenal demand. 

The Red Shoes has seduced audiences and 
inspired generations of dancers with its tale of 
obsession, possession and one girl’s dream to be 
the greatest dancer in the world. Victoria Page lives 
to dance but her ambitions become a battleground 


between the two men who inspire her passion. 

New Adventures star Ashley Shaw, who also 
featured as Aurora in Bourne’s production of Sleeping 
Beauty, takes on the role immortalised on the big 
screen by Moira Shearer. 

Bourne’s magical new adaptation of the legendary 
film reunites the team behind New Adventures’ 
worldwide hit, Sleeping Beauty and is set to a 
new score arranged by Terry Davies, using the 
mesmerising music of golden-age Hollywood 
composer Bernard Hermann. 

The Red Shoes runs on Wednesday and Thursday, 
July 19 and 20, with four performances in all, at 
2pm and 7.30pm each day. For tickets see www. 
birminghamhippodrome.com or call 0844 338 5000. 


Soulful sounds? 
Mary J will o-Blige 


ICONIC Grammy award¬ 
winning singer, songwriter 
and actress Mary J. Blige is 
one of the defining voices 
of contemporary music 
and brings her soulful 
sound to the 02 Academy in 
Birmingham this weekend. 

With a track record of eight multi¬ 
platinum albums, nine Grammy 
Awards, a 2012 Golden Globe 
nomination and five American 
Music Awards, Blige, born in The 
Bronx, has attracted an intensely 
loyal fan base and has sold more 
than 50 million albums worldwide. 


In recent years, Blige has turned 
to acting, starring in Rock of Ages, 
alongside Tom Cruise, Alec Baldwin 
and Russell Brand in 2012. A year 
later, she starred as Betty Shabazz 
in the TV movie Betty & Coretta, 
a biographical story about the 
widows of Malcom X and Martin 
Luther King Jr. 

In November 2013 she appeared 
as the mysterious guardian angel 
Platinum Fro in the holiday musical 
film drama Black Nativity. Ramping 
up her acting career, Blige has 
guest-starred on the ABC comedy, 
Black-ish and the FOX musical 
drama Empire and as well as 
playing Evillene, the Wicked Witch 



of the West, 
on the NBC 
musical, The Wiz LIVE! 

Blige, pictured, most recently 
guest starred on ABC’s, How to Get 
Away with Murder and is starring 
in Mudbound, opposite Carey 
Mulligan and Garrett Hedlund, 
which premiered to rave reviews 
this year at Sundance. 

She performs at the Horse 
Fair venue in the Second City 
on Saturday night in support of 
her latest release, Strength of a 
Woman. For ticket information, 
call 0121 622 8250 or visit www. 
academymusicgroup.com/ 
o2academybirmingham 


Hue and Cry over 
date at Robin 

US ‘bubblegum punk’ outfit 
The Dickies are celebrating 
40 years in the business 
- and mark the occasion 
with an anniversary gig at 
Wolverhampton’s Slade 
Rooms on July 22. Call 0870 
320 7000 or visit boxoffice@wolvescivic.co.uk 

Elsewhere, brothers Pat and Greg Kane, alias 
Hue & Cry, pictured, perform at the Robin 2, 

Bilston on Sunday night, supported by Craig Pate. 

Canadian singer/songwriter Lee Aaron performs 
at the Mount Pleasant venue on Monday, with 
support from Iconic Eye. On Wednesday, talented 
Lisa Mills takes the stage. Pete Boddis supports. 
Call 01902 497860 or vist www.therobin.co.uk 



Legends team up 
for one night only 


Two entertainment veterans combine for a one-night 
only evening in Wolverhampton next weekend. 
Legends Des O’Connor and Jimmy Tarbuck come 
together, accompanied by music and video to 
reminisce at the Grand Theatre, Lichfield Street on 
July 22. Tickets for the 7.30pm show range in price 
from £17.50 to £37.50. 

Meanwhile, there’s still Room on the Broom to join 
the witch and her cat on their mission to defeat the 
dragon in Tall Stories’ musical adaptation of the Julia 
Donaldson and Axel Scheffler book. 

The Olivier Award-winning show features songs, 
laughs and scary fun for children aged three and 
upwards. It runs on July 17 (4.30pm) and 18 (10.30am 
and 4.30pm), with tickets from £12.50 to £14. Call 
01902 429212 or visit www.grandtheatre.co.uk 




SHOULDER OF MUTTON 

65 Birmingham Road, Rowley Regis B65 OHS 


_ m * 

LIVE 

. ENTERTAINMENT^ 
EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT 

■ 

tky SPORTS NATION 


Selection of 

Real Ales including: 

Bathams, 

Burton Bridge, 
Enville, Holdens, 
Wye Valley and 
many more! 

SHOULDER OF MUTTON^ 

LOYALTY CARD j 


JOIN OUR NEW 
LOYALTY CARD 
SCHEME 

lOp back for every 
£1.00 spent 
Ask inside for 
more details 

Terms and conditions apply. 
Card for illustration purposes only. 


Offering 


a 


warm welcome 


Managers Paul and Carol always ensure a warm welcome to 
customers both old and new at Blackheath’s Shoulder 
of Mutton pub. 

For all the sports fans they boast three large TV screens 
featuring all sports on Sky, BT and all BOX OFFICE Events not 
to mention AT THE RACES. 

For those who like ‘doing’ rather than ‘watching’, there is the 
availability of the pool table and dart board. 

Loyalty 

The pub itself boasts a wide range of ciders, lagers, wines 
and spirits including four ‘Real Ales’ which they rotate weekly. 
Regulars very often enjoy ales such as Bathams, AJ Ales, 
Oakham, JHB, Stairway To Heaven and MA Pardoes Entire, 
plus many more! 

The pub also run a loyalty scheme which means customers 
can get lOp back on their card for every pound they spend. 

A pub spokesman added: “With a juke box and free WIFI to 
compliment the regular entertainment every Friday, customers 
cannot ask for much more from a local pub!” 
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Blind Date 
(Channel 5,8pm) 

Paul O'Grady plays cupid for 
50-year-old Bournemouth Post 
Office manager Gary, who 
claims his loud shirts help him 
stand out from the crowd. Also 
seeking love is student Amy 
from Leeds, who works in a pub, 
and is nicknamed 'Dolly 
Daydream' by the punters due 
to her mind's tendency to 
wander. Both are given a 
chance to quiz their three 
potential sweethearts, before 
choosing one to spend more 
time with. Plus, Paul catches up 
with last week's couples. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Mary Berry Cooks. (R) 12.00 
BBC News; Weather. 12.15 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 1.00 Wimbledon 2017. Sue 
Barker presents coverage of the ladies’ 
singles final. 

6.25 BBC News. 

6.35 Regional Programme. 

6.45 Pointless Celebrities. (R) 

7.30 Pitch Battle. The choral music 
contest reaches its fifth heat, as 
another six diverse groups seek to 
demonstrate their vocal skills. This 
time, the ensembles are young 
chamber choir Tring Park 16, West 
Midlands-based musical theatre 
enthusiasts Crescendo, Oxford 
University a capella group Oxford 
Alternotives, classical quintet Vox- 
Xover, all-girl pop ensemble 
Vocalities, and Dublin barbershop 
choir The Ramparts. Each group is 
given a chance to display their 
speciality with a “showstopper” 
performance, before battling it out 
with their rivals in a themed “riff- 
off”. Guest judge Joe Jonas joins 
Gareth Malone and Kelis on the 
panel. Postponed from Saturday 
8th July. 

9.00 Casualty. Part one of two. 
Tensions between Jez, lain, 

Mickey and Scott look set to reach 
fever pitch after Mickey is brought 
in to the ED, having been injured 
during a police chase following a 
race-related assault on a 
shopkeeper. Desperate to keep his 
relationship secret from his 
hardline brother Scott, Mickey 
puts on a front and insults Jez, but 
when lain realises Scott has 
intimidated the shopkeeper’s wife 
into silence, he decides to make 
use of his knowledge to ensure 
justice is done. Meanwhile, Max 
takes an interest in attractive 
mortuary assistant Tara during a 
speed-dating session at the Hope 
& Anchor, but the situation 
becomes complicated after Tara 
faints, resulting in an illuminating 
trip back to the hospital. 

9.50 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.10 Film: Die Hard with a Vengeance. 

(1995) New York cop John 
McClane pursues a terrorist 
threatening to set off a series of 
bombs around the city. Action 
thriller sequel, with Bruce Willis 
and Samuel L Jackson. 

12.10 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.15 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.35 Film: Sylvia Scarlett. (1935) 8.05 
Film: A Walk in the Sun. (1 945) 10.00 
Monty Halls’ Great Irish Escape. (R) 

11.00 Wimbledon Wheelchair Finals. 

12.30 Hairy Bikers’ Best of British. (R) 

1.15 Film: Forbidden Planet. (1956) Sci- 
fi drama, starring Walter Pidgeon. 2.55 
Wanted Down Under. (R) 3.40 Natural 
World: Tiger Island. (R) 4.40 Flog It! (R) 

5.25 Gardeners’World. (R) 

6.25 Wimbledon 2017. Sue Barker 
presents coverage of the men’s 
and ladies’ doubles finals from the 
All England Club, as the 
penultimate day of action at this 
year’s event draws to a conclusion. 
The men’s final in 2016 was an all- 
French affair, with top seeds 
Nicolas Mahutand Pierre-Hugues 
Herbert defeating Julien 
Benneteau and Edouard Roger- 
Vasselin in straight sets. In the 
ladies’ final, just hours after her 
singles final victory over Angelique 
Kerber, Serena Williams paired up 
with sister Venus to take the title 
for a sixth time. 

8.00 Today at Wimbledon. Clare 

Balding presents highlights of the 
penultimate day’s play from the All 
England Club, where the ladies’ 
singles final took centre stage on 
Centre Court. The host also casts 
her eye over the men’s and ladies’ 
doubles finals, as the famous 
event drew ever closer to a finish. 
9.00 Imagine: ChrisOfili-The Caged 
Bird’s Song. Alan Yentob catches 
up with Turner Prize-winning 
painter Chris Ofili, whose latest 
work The Caged Bird’s Song is a 
tribute to the Trinidadian 
landscape, hand-woven in wool. 
10.00 Mock the Week. Topical comedy 
quiz show. (R) 

10.30 Ql XL. Cariad Lloyd, Dermot 
O’Leary and Phill Jupitus compete 
alongside resident panellist Alan 
Davies, as Stephen Fry hosts an 
extended edition of the quiz show. 

11.15 Live at the Apollo. Sitcom star 
and The Last Leg regular Josh 
Widdicombe welcomes Londoner 
Nathan Caton and Australian 
comic Celia Pacquola to the stage 
at London’s Hammersmith Apollo. 
(R) 

11.45 Golf: Scottish Open. Eilidh 
Barbour presents highlights of the 
third round of the European Tour 
event at Dundonald Links in Troon, 
Ayrshire. 

12.45 Film: Salvage. (2009) 2.00 This Is 
BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Sooty. (R) 6.30 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Super 4. (R) 7.20 
Marvel Avengers Assemble. (R) 7.45 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.10 Ben 10. 

8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 The 
Voice Kids. (R) 10.50 Film: Harry Potter 
and the Prisoner of Azkaban. (2004) 

1.25 ITV News; Weather. 1.35 ITV 
Racing: Live from Newmarket. Coverage 
of from York, Ascot and Newmarket. 

5.00 Paul O’Grady: For the Love of Dogs. 
(R) 5.30 Little Big Shots USA. 

6.25 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.35 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 Catchphrase. Stephen Mulhern 
hosts the game show, asking 
contestants Emma, Ashley and 
May to “see it and say it” as they 
try to guess the familiar phrases 
hidden in animated clues. After the 
first elimination, the two remaining 
players battle to reach the Super 
Catchphrase round, where one of 
them could win £50,000. 

7.30 The Voice Kids Semi-Final. After 
weeks of auditions, and a full 
weekend of battles, the 12 
remaining contestants now enter 
the semi-finals. Emma Willis 
presents as the junior singers 
once again step onto the stage to 
perform for coaches Danny Jones, 
Pixie Lott and Will.i.am, who each 
have four singers still in the 
running, and must cut two from 
their teams. As the grand final, the 
£30,000 prize, and the family 
holiday to Disneyland Paris draw 
ever closer, the young would-be 
pop icons must conquer their 
nerves and deliver their best 
performances yet. 

9.30 ITV News; Weather. 

9.45 Film: Inception. (2010) Premiere. 
A talented thief uses hi-tech 
devices to enter other people’s 
dreams so he can steal their 
secrets. An industrialist hires him 
to perform a far more challenging 
job - to implant an idea into a 
corporate heir’s mind, so he will 
think it is his own. However, the 
mission is compromised by the 
thief’s own troubled psyche. 
Christopher Nolan’s sci-fi thriller, 
starring Leonardo DiCaprio. 

12.30 The Chase. (R) 1.25 Jackpot247. 
3.00 Who’s Doing the Dishes? (R) 3.50 
ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.40 Triathlon: Cardiff. 7.05 Motor Sport: 
British GT. 7.30 Frasier. (R) 7.55 Frasier. 
(R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 8.50 FI Meets 
Claire Williams. (R) 9.20 FI Meets Toto 
Wolff. (R) 9.55 Formula 1 British Grand 
Prix Practice 3. Coverage of the third 
practice session. 11.25 FI Meets Nigel 
Mansell. 11.55 Formula 1 British Grand 
Prix Qualifying Live. Coverage of the 
qualifying session at Silverstone (Start¬ 
time 1.00pm). 2.30 World’s Most 
Expensive Cars. 3.30 A Place in the Sun: 
Winter Sun. (R) 4.35 Big House, Little 
House. 5.35 Kirstie and Phil’s Love It or 
List It. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 World Para Athletics 

Championships London 2017. 

Lee McKenzie, Arthur Williams 
and Ade Adepitan introduce 
coverage of the evening session 
on day two of the Championships, 
taking place at The London 
Stadium in Oueen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park. A number of finals 
are scheduled to take place on the 
track this evening, including the 
men’s T42 200m, T461500m and 
Til 5,000m, as well as the 100m 
in the T11,T12, T33, T34 andT47 
categories. The 200m is set to 
dominate proceedings in the 
women’s competition, with gold 
medals awarded in the T37, T38, 
T47, T53 and T54 categories. With 
expert analysis from Danny Crates, 
Sophia Warner, Liam Malone, and 
Ellie Robinson. 

10.00 Film: The Hunger Games. (2012) 
A teenage girl in a dystopian 
future-America is forced to fight in 
a televised battle to the death. Sci- 
fi adventure, starring Jennifer 
Lawrence and Josh Hutcherson. 

12.45 Ramsay’s Hotel Hell. Gordon 
Ramsay visits a dog-friendly hotel in 
urgent need of help. (R) 1.35 60 Days in 
Jail. Eight more volunteers go 
undercover as inmates in Clark 
County Jail, Indiana. (R) 2.25 
Hollyoaks. Omnibus. Granny Campbell 
wants Courtney to come back to 
Scotland and Grace freaks Warren 
out, while Darren plans a special foreign 
film night for Nancy. 4.25 Ackley Bridge. 
Mandy’s personal and professional lives 
collide when Alya reveals her and Sadiq’s 
affair at the school’s first Open Day. Last 
in the series. (R) 5.20 Location, 

Location, Location. Kirstie Allsopp 
and Phil Spencer head to Sheffield, 
where they search for a home for two 
doctors and try to find the ideal property 
for a firefighter and his wife to settle 
down in. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.15 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.50 Pets Make You 
Laugh Out Loud 2. (R) 11.10 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.10 Bargain-Loving 
Brits in the Sun. (R) 1.10 Bargain-Loving 
Brits in the Sun. (R) 2.05 The Nightmare 
Neighbour Next Door. (R) 3.05 The 
Nightmare Neighbour Next Door. (R) 
4.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R) 
5.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R) 
6.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 
High Court enforcement officers 
Paul Bohill and Steve and Ben 
Pinner face their biggest eviction 
yet-taking on squatters in a large 
central London office block. With 
the help of the police, they try to 
remove a suspected group of 70 
from the building, but with a 
barricade in place, the team faces 
a challenging operation ahead. 
Elsewhere, officers are confronted 
by an army of family and friends 
when they attempt to enforce a 
writ at the property of a debtor, 
and face a difficult eviction at the 
north London home of a heavily 
pregnant tenant and her family, 
after the council fails to pay the 
rent to the landlord. (R) 

6.55 5 News Weekend. 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v South 
Africa. Highlights of the second 
day’s play in the Second Test of the 
four-match series, which took 
place at Trent Bridge in 
Nottingham. With commentary by 
Graeme Smith, Geoffrey Boycott, 
Simon Hughes, Michael Vaughan 
and Mark Nicholas. 

8.00 Blind Date. Paul O'Grady plays 
cupid for a 50-year-old Post Office 
manager from Bournemouth and a 
student from Leeds, before 
catching up with last week's 
couples. 

9.00 Big Brother. Daily round-up of 
highlights, featuring more games, 
arguments, laughs, diary room 
visits and bedroom chit-chat. 
10.00 FIA Formula E: New York. The 
first New York ePrix race. Action 
from the first of two races staged 
at the Brooklyn Street Circuit in 
New York, which served as the 
ninth round of the season. 

11.30 Criminals: Caught on Camera. 
Nick Wallis joins police forces 
across the country to reveal how 
CCTV and technological advances 
are helping to ensure convictions 
against shoplifters. (R) 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: Sniper. 
(1993) 4.50 Great Artists. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Britain’s Lost Waterlands: 

Escape to Swallows and Amazons 
Country 8.00 The Last Seabird Summer? 
9.00 1 Know Who You Are 11.20 Top of 
the Pops: 1984 11.55 TOTP2: Boy Bands 

12.50 Rollermania: Britain’s Biggest Boy 
Band 1.50 The Richest Songs in the 
World 3.25 T0TP2: Boy Bands 4.20 
Close 

ITV2 

11.10 Take Me Out 12.20 The Voice Kids 

1.50 You’ve Been Framed! Gold: The 
Next Generation 2.55 Film: The Smurfs 
(2011)3.55 FYI Daily 4.00 Film: The 
Smurfs (2011) 5.00 Film: St Trinian’s 2: 
The Legend of Fritton’s Gold (2009) 6.00 
FYI Daily 6.05 Film: St Trinian’s 2: The 
Legend of Fritton’s Gold (2009) 7.10 
Film: Gravity (2013) 8.10 FYI Daily 8.15 
Film: Gravity (2013) 9.00 Love Island: 
The Weekly Hot List 10.00 Celebrity 
Juice: Massive Election Special 10.50 
Family Guy 12.20 American Dad! 1.15 
Film: Scary Movie 4 (2006) 2.15 FYI 
Daily 2.20 Film: Scary Movie 4 (2006) 
2.45 Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.50 Goodbye Mr Chips 1.55 Wycliffe 
3.00 Lewis 5.05 Agatha Christie’s Marple 
9.00 Foyle’s War 11.00 Law & Order: UK 
2.00 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 

ITV4 

11.00 Tour de France Highlights 12.00 
Tour de France Live. Coverage of stage 14 
of the most prestigious race on the 
calendar. 5.00 Better Late Than Never 
6.00 Monster Carp 7.00 Tour de France 
Highlights 8.00 Live World Series of 
Darts: Las Vegas. Coverage of the 
concluding day of the event. 12.00 
Dirtquake Motorbike Festival 1.00 Tour 
de France Highlights 2.00 BRDC Formula 
3 Championship Highlights 2.50 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

I. 00 The Goldbergs 3.00 Film: 101 
Dalmatians (1996) 5.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 9.00 Film: Salt (2010) 11.00 
Gogglebox 1.05 Tattoo Fixers 2.10 Rude 
Tube: OMFG 3.05 Gogglebox 4.00 New 
Girl 4.25 How I Met Your Mother 5.10 
Rude(ish)Tube 

Film4 

II. 00 Night Passage(1957) 1.00 
Baggage Claim (2013) 2.50 Tooth Fairy 
(2010) 4.50 A League of Their Own 

(1992) 7.20 Men in Black 11 (2002) 9.00 
X-Men: Days of Future Past (2014) 11.35 
Evil Dead (2013)1.30 The Duke of 
Burgundy(2014) 3.40 Close 
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Wollaston 


Bathrooms Ltd 


Fully Fitted Bathrooms 
From £3000 inc VAT 

900mm x 900mm Quadrant Tray and Shower 
Valve, W.C. Basin and Pedestal with Tap, 

18 Sqm Wall Tiles + 3 Sqm Floor Tiles! 


DISABILITY ADAPTIONS 

“Adapting your bathroom for you.” 

A wide range of bath and showering options are available, all 
designed to make bathing and showering easier and safer for you. 

“Save” you may be entitled to zero rated VAT 


Visit our showroom 

FREE No Obligation Supply Only 

Survey and Quotation Service Available 

TVade enquiries welcome 


9 High Street Wollaston DY8 4NH ®P e " : 

Tel: 01384 374237 or 08001582456 s ooam-soopm 

email:enquiries@wollastonbathrooms.ltd.uk Saturday 9.ooam-4.oopm 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 



5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 



• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 



FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



SMART LOOK & 

HMWINTCNANrC EDI 


ABBMDIRECT 

TIMBER SUPPLIES 

Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm Sat 8.30am - 1 pm 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC & TRADE 



Skirtings • Architraves Planed Timbers 
Sawn Timbers • Sheet Materials 
Fencing Panels • Garden Gates 
Decking Etc 

Tel: 01384 456201 
Mob: 07967 588161 


Safely Access Your Loft! 



We provide a 
convenient and safe 
way to access your loft. | 


We offer a loft boarding 
service if required at an 
additional cost. 


for only £399 

Fully Fitted 




The Local Distributor & Installer for 4% | I •! d 

For more information visit: www.stira.co.uk 


CALL TO ARRANGE A FREE QUOTE 

T: O I 952 282 I 52 or 078 I 7 43 I 505 





















































BBC1 


DIGITAL 


CHOICE 


f 



The Loch 
(ITV, 9pm) 

A body is pulled from the Loch 
and soon identified by the 
pathologist - while a 
photograph in the dead man's 
wallet provides Annie and 
Quigley with a vital clue. Annie 
tries to gather further evidence 
by talking to a desperate Mhari, 
who refuses to believe the 
terrifying possibility she is 
presented with concerning her 
own son. Albrighton is 
threatened with arrest by 
Quigley, but nevertheless 
continues to pursue his own 
theory about the killings - even 
if it means putting his life on the 
line to prove himself right. Last 
in the series. 


9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
Sunday Morning Live. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 BBC News; Weather. 

12.30 Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 
Wimbledon 2017. Previewing the men’s 
singles final. 1.50 Wimbledon 2017. 
Coverage of the men’s singles final. 

6.30 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. Ellie Harrison visits a 
Scottish island that is home to the 
largest puffin colony on Britain’s 
east coast, and Sean Fletcher 
investigates the history of fruit 
growing in Fife. Plus, Tom Heap 
reports on the spread of bovine TB 
among goats and Adam Henson 
joins a member of ordnance 
survey as he maps field margins. 
8.00 Fake or Fortune? Fiona Bruce and 
art experts Philip Mould and 
Bendor Grosvenor come to the aid 
of a man who has inherited three 
paintings that he believes were 
painted by LS Lowry. However, he 
cannot prove whether they are the 
genuine article, and since Lowry is 
the British artist whose work is 
most frequently forged, it will take 
a great deal of evidence to 
convince the art establishment of 
their value. The search for the 
truth leads to a discovery that 
challenges established beliefs 
about the artist’s life. (R) 

9.00 Poldark. Ross gives some of 
Nam para’s land to the peasants so 
that they can provide for 
themselves, while he and Demelza 
also come to the aid of Dwight, 
who is terribly traumatised by his 
experiences of imprisonment in 
France. George tries to force 
Morwenna into marriage to further 
his political ambitions-an 
arrangement that Geoffrey 
unwittingly lets slip to Drake. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Would I Lie to You? Comedy panel 
show, hosted by Rob Brydon, in 
which team captains David 
Mitchell and Lee Mack are joined 
by celebrity guests to deceive their 
opponents with plausible lies. (R) 

11.00 The Week the Landlords Moved 
In. A transformative series 
challenging some of Britain’s most 
successful landlords to spend an 
eye-opening week living in one of 
their own rental properties. (R) 

12.00 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.05 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.00 A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 6.45 
The Instant Gardener. (R) 7.30 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.30 Countryfile. 
(R) 9.30 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 

11.00 Wimbledon Wheelchair Finals. The 
men’s wheelchair singles and ladies’ 
wheelchair doubles finals. 12.30 Nigel 
Slater: Eating Together. (R) 1.00 Hairy 
Bikers’ Best of British. (R) 1.45 Film: 
Father of the Bride Part II. (1995) 

Comedy sequel, starring Steve Martin. 
3.25 Wanted Down Under. (R) 4.10 
Meerkats: Secrets of an Animal 
Superstar. (R) 5.10 Songs of Praise. 

5.45 Flog It! (R) 

6.30 Wimbledon 2017. Sue Barker 
presents coverage of the mixed 
doubles final at the All England 
Club, as the successors to 2016 
champions Henri Kontinen and 
Heather Watson are crowned on 
Centre Court. Finnish player 
Kontinen and home favourite 
Watson caused one of the fairytale 
stories of last year’s event, 
defeating defending champions 
Leander Paes and Martina Hingis 
in the third round and eventually 
overcoming Robert Farah and 
Anna-Lena Groenefeld 7-6,6-4 in 
the final. 

8.00 Film: The Lone Ranger. (2013) A 
lawyer is left for dead after an 
ambush in which his Texas ranger 
brother is killed, but is saved by a 
mysterious Native American 
fugitive. Concealing his identity 
behind a mask, he and his new ally 
hunt down the outlaws behind the 
attack - only to find their actions 
are just part of a larger evil 
scheme. Western, starring Armie 
Hammer, Johnny Depp and Helena 
Bonham Carter. Edited for daytime 
broadcast. 

10.20Today at Wimbledon. Clare 
Balding and guests look back at 
highlights of the men’s singles 
final at the All England Club, along 
with the day’s other finals. 

11.20 Golf: Scottish Open. Eilidh 
Barbour presents highlights of the 
final round of the European Tour 
event at Dundonald Links in Troon, 
Ayrshire, where Alexander Noren 
entered as the defending 
champion. 

12.20 Athletics: Diamond League Rabat 
Highlights. The 10th Diamond League 
event of the season from Morocco. 1.20 
Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 2.15 Holby 
City. Jac and Fran get the shock of their 
lives. (R) 3.15 This Is BBC Two. Preview 
of upcoming programmes. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Sooty. (R) 6.30 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Super 4. (R) 7.20 
Marvel Avengers Assemble. (R) 7.45 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.10 Ben 10. 
8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 
Wild Animal Reunions. (R) 10.25 
Britain’s Best Walks with Julia Bradbury. 
(R) 10.55 Love Your Garden. (R) 11.55 
ITV News; Weather. 12.10 James 
Martin’s French Adventure. (R) 12.40 
The Voice Kids Semi-Final. (R) 2.40 Bear 
Grylls Survival School. (R) 3.10 Film: 

For Your Eyes Only. (1981) James Bond 
spy thriller, starring Roger Moore. 5.40 
Regional Programme; Weather.5.55 ITV 
News; Weather. 

6.10 The Celebrity Chase. Bradley 
Walsh presents as celebrity 
contestants Mike Bushell, Annabel 
Croft, Rhea Bailey and Rylan Clark- 
Neal pit their wits against ruthless 
quiz genius the Chaser in the hope 
of winning a potential prize pot 
worth thousands of pounds. They 
must work as a team and play 
strategically to answer general 
knowledge questions against the 
clock and race down the game 
board to the exit without being 
caught. 

7.10 The Voice Kids Final. Emma 
Willis presents the grand final of 
the junior version of the singing 
talent contest, with the six 
remaining youngsters getting their 
final shot at stardom. Coaches 
Will.i.am, Danny Jones and Pixie 
Lott will be stepping aside, as the 
choice of overall winner will be 
decided entirely by viewers’ votes. 
Last in the series. 

9.00 The Loch. A body is pulled from 
the Loch, and a photograph in his 
wallet provides a vital clue. 
Albrighton continues to pursue his 
theory, putting his life on the line. 
Last in the series. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Judge Rinder’s Crime Stories. 
Barrister Robert Rinder examines 
the cases of a boy who was kept as 
a slave for 13 years and a widow 
who trusted her son to manage 
her husband’s estate with tragic 
results. (R) 

11.20Take Me Out. (R) 

12.30 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 

3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 


6.15 Last Man Standing. 6.40 Last Man 
Standing. 7.05 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Frasier. (R) 8.30 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Sunday Brunch. 12.00 
Formula 1 British Grand Prix Live Build- 
Up. Previewing the 10th round of the 
season. 12.35 Formula 1 British Grand 
Prix Live. Coverage of the 10th round of 
the season (Start-time 1.00pm). 3.10 
Formula 1 British Grand Prix Live 
Reaction. A review of the 10th round of 
the season. 4.30 World’s Most Expensive 
Cars. 5.35 The Restoration Man. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 World Para Athletics 

Championships London 2017. 
Arthur Williams, Sophie Morgan 
and Lee McKenzie present 
coverage of the evening session 
on day three of the 
Championships, which takes place 
at The London Stadium in Queen 
Elizabeth Olympic Park. Among 
the finals scheduled to take place 
tonight are the women’s T42100m 
and T35 200m, as well as the 
men’s T13 and T44100m, the T54 
1500m, and the F35 shot put. With 
expert analysis from Stef Reid, 
Danny Crates, David Weir, and 
Liam Malone. Coverage continues 
on More4. 

9.30 The Handmaid’s Tale. The 

Commander takes Offred on a 
surprising adventure that 
introduces her to one of Gilead’s 
best-kept secrets, and Nick’s 
troubled past leads to his being 
recruited by the Sons of Jacob. 
10.358 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 
Jonathan Ross, Lee Mack and 
Victoria Coren Mitchell join 
regulars Jon Richardson and 
Jimmy Carr for the words-and- 
numbers game. (R) 

11.35 Film: The Lincoln Lawyer. 

(2011) A cynical lawyer realises 
the rich man he is defending 
on a rape charge may have 
escaped justice for another 
attack in the past. Thriller, with 
Matthew McConaughey and 
MarisaTomei. 

1.45 The World’s Weirdest Weather. 
Sunlight appears to transform water into 
liquid gold. (R) 2.40 The Last Leg. A 
light-hearted review of the World Para 
Athletics Championships. (R) 3.35 KOTV 
Boxing Weekly. 4.00 Gillette World 
Sport. 4.30 Mobil 1 The Grid. (R) 5.00 
Location, Location, Location. Two 
couples house-hunt in Hastings. (R) 

5.55 3rd Rock from the Sun. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Pip Ahoy! 6.10 Mr 
Men. (R) 6.20 Peppa Pig. (R) 6.30 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 6.35 Wissper. (R) 6.40 Paw 
Patrol. (R) 6.55 Bob the Builder. (R) 7.05 
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.15 Oily the Little 
White Van. (R) 7.20 Oily the Little White 
Van. (R) 7.25 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.40 Blaze 
and the Monster Machines. (R) 8.05 
Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 8.20 
Wissper. (R) 8.35 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 8.50 Shimmerand Shine. 
(R) 9.10 Little Princess. (R) 9.25 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 9.35 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.45 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 9.55 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 10.05 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.40 Make You Laugh Out 
Loud. (R) 11.05 Kittens Make You Laugh 
Out Loud. (R) 12.00 Naughty Dogs Make 
You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 12.55 Cats 
Make You Laugh Out Loud 4. (R) 1.55 
Film: Racing Stripes. (2004) 3.45 Film: 
Alvin and the Chipmunks. (2007) 5.30 
FIA Formula E Live. 

7.10 Cricket on 5. England v South 
Africa. Highlights of the third day’s 
play in the Second Test of the four- 
match series, which took place at 
Trent Bridge in Nottingham. 

8.00 That’s So 1981. An entertaining 
reflection on the year, which saw 
the wedding of Lady Diana 
Spencer and Prince Charles draw a 
global record audience of 750 
million people, US president 
Ronald Reagan and Pope John 
Paul II survive assassination 
attempts, the first Rubik’s Cube 
world championship, the Magic 
Stick become the latest must-have 
toy and in music the emergence of 
the New Romantic era. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Big Brother. Daily round-up of 
highlights, revealing how the 
housemates are getting on under 
the all-seeing eye of Big Brother, 
featuring the latest tasks, games, 
arguments, laughs, diary room 
visits and bedroom chit-chat. 
Narrated by Marcus Bentley. 

10.00 Film: 21 Jump Street. (2012) Two 
youthful-looking cops are sent 
undercover as high-school 
students to bring down a drugs 
ring. Comedy inspired by the 
1980s TV series, starring Jonah 
Hill and Channing Tatum. Includes 
5 News Update at 11 pm. 

11.005 News Update. 

11.05 Film: 21 Jump Street. (2012) 
Concluded. 

12.15 OMG! Boy Beauty Addicts. 1.10 
SuperCasino. 3.10 Little Divas: Tantrums 
& Tiaras. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Lucy Worsley: Mozart’s London 
Odyssey 8.00 BBC Proms 2017 10.00 
John Denver: Country Boy 11.00 
Horizon: Asteroids - The Good, the Bad 
and the Ugly 12.00 Dissected: The 
Incredible Human Hand 1.00 Britain’s 
Whale Hunters: The Untold Story 2.00 
Atlantis - The Evidence 3.00 Lucy 
Worsley: Mozart’s London Odyssey 4.00 
Close 
ITV2 

11.50 Ninja Warrior UK 12.50 Film: Babe 
(1995) 1.55 FYI Daily 2.00 Film: Babe 

(1 995) 2.40 The Voice Kids Semi-Final 

4.40 Film: Cats & Dogs: The Revenge of 
Kitty Galore (2010) 5.40 FYI Daily 5.45 
Film: Cats & Dogs: The Revenge of Kitty 
Galore (2010) 6.20 Film: The Amazing 
Spider-Man (2012) 7.20 FYI Daily 7.25 
Film: The Amazing Spider-Man (2012) 
9.00 Love Island 10.00 Love Island: 
Aftersun 11.05 Family Guy 12.30 
American Dad! 1.25 Totally Bonkers 
Guinness World Records 1.55 Planet’s 
Funniest Animals 2.15 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

11.40 The Darling Buds of May 12.50 
Wycliffe 1.55 Foyle’s War 4.00 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 8.00 The Booze Cruise 
III 10.00 Law & Order: UK 12.00 Wire in 
the Blood 3.25 May the Best House Win 
5.05 Rising Damp 5.30 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

11.00 Tour de France Highlights 12.00 
Tour de France Live. 5.30 Pawn Stars 
6.00 Fierce 7.00 Tour de France 
Highlights 8.00 Film: Police Academy 2: 
Their First Assignment (1985) 9.05 FYI 
Daily 9.10 Film: Police Academy 2: Their 
First Assignment (1985) 9.50 Film: The 
Glimmer Man (1996) 10.55 FYI Daily 
11.00 Film: The Glimmer Man (1996) 
11.40 Film: Crank (2006) 12.40 FYI Daily 
12.45 Film: Crank (2006) 1.30 Tour de 
France Highlights 2.25 Tommy Cooper 

2.50 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.00 Film: Space Chimps 2: Zartog 
Strikes Back (2010) 12.40 Rude(ish) 

Tube Shorts 1.00 The Goldbergs 3.00 
The Big Bang Theory 8.00 The Crystal 
Maze: Celebrity Special 9.00 Film: Speed 
(1994)11.20 Rude Tube 12.25 
Gogglebox 1.25 Tattoo Fixers 2.30 8 Out 
of 10 Cats 3.10 The Goldbergs 
Film4 

11.00 The Wackiest Ship in the Army 
(1960) 1.00 Ice Age: Dawn of the 
Dinosaurs (2009) 2.45 Carry On Spying 
(1964) 4.30 The Jewel of the Nile (1985) 
6.35 Grease (1978) 9.00 Men in Black 3 
(2012) 11.10 Machete Kills (2013) 


COMMERCIAL FEATURE 

FANTASTIC CARVERY 7 DAYS A WEEK! 


They can’t guarantee 
you a knight in shining 
armour but they can 
guarantee non-stop 
entertainment as well 
as a fantastic choice 
of food - every day of 
the week. 

Food is served all day, every 
day whether you fancy the 
popular carvery meals or just 
a Mite bite’. Choose steak or 
pasta, salads or sandwiches 



(as well as baguettes and wraps) 

- there’s something for all tastes, 
available from 11am until 8pm 
Monday to Saturday and 11 am 
to 4.30pm on Sundays. 

Book your meal along with our 
first class entertainment and 
make it a night to remember. 
Starting with this Saturday 
where you can see one of the 
best Pink tributes you will ever 
see. We also have the hottest 
star of the music industry right 
now in Ariana Grande next 
Saturday 22/7/17. 

The Knights Quest really goes 
to town with entertainment: 
Monday: Free & Easy Night 

- local singers Tuesday, 
Thursday, Sunday: Karaoke 
Wednesday: Disco Friday, 
Saturday: Live Performances 
(call in or check website 
www.theknightsquest.co.uk 
for the latest acts) 



Join Gerald and Jayne Lloyd 
at The Knight’s Quest where 
you’re guaranteed a great 
time in a safe and secure 
environment, whatever day it is. 

For bookings or more details 
call: 0121 561 5599. 



CUPPA & CARVERY 

SPECIAL 

£3.99 


% 


Monday to Saturday 
with this voucher 


2 STEAKS 
FOR £10 


£ 


Monday to Saturday 
with this voucher 



expires 31.7.17 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Fatal Performance, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

An aspiring actress, working as a waitress, is offered 
a lucrative contract to impersonate the wife of a 
businessman during a prestigious reception event in 
their home. However, she soon learns the devious 
truth behind the proposal and what seemed like a 
simple job soon turns into a nightmare scenario. 
Thriller, starring NicholleTom and David Palffy. (2013) 

TUESDAY 

Stolen Daughter, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A detective who specialises in finding missing children 
is banned from the case when her own teenager is 
abducted. But determined to find the girl, she defies 
her superiors and embarks on her own investigation 
to save her flesh and blood before it is too late. Crime 
drama, starring Andrea Roth, Nicole Munoz, Steve 
Bade and Matthew Kevin Anderson. (2015) 

WEDNESDAY 

Marriage of Lies, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A woman accused of being responsible for her 
husband’s disappearance begins to uncover many 
secrets about the man she married while attempting 
to prove her innocence. Mystery drama, starring 
Virginia Williams. (2016) 



THURSDAY 

Kidnapped: Desperate Hours, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

An American wife’s world is turned upside down when 
her husband, the son of a Mexican newspaper 
publisher, is kidnapped. Drama, starring Teri Polo, 

Esai Morales, Nicholas Gonzalez, Olivia dAbo, William 
R Moses and Danny Mora. (2011) 

FRIDAY 

Legally Blonde, Channel 5, 7.55pm 

A seemingly dizzy teenager is heartbroken when her 
boyfriend dumps her because he thinks she is not 
intelligent enough to help his political career. To prove 
him wrong she enrols at Harvard, but finds herself out 
of her depth as other students do their best to 
humiliate her. Comedy, starring Reese Witherspoon, 
Luke Wilson, Selma Blair, Matthew Davis, Victor 
Garber, Jennifer Coolidge, Holland Taylor and Raquel 
Welch. (2001) 


Uncovering a different side 
to the beautiful game 


I I914, as a generation of young 
men signed up to serve king and 
country, so too did the women 
who were left behind, as hundreds 
of thousands took on traditional 
male roles previously considered 
too dangerous for women. 

The most familiar image of these 
was the munitions girl, and as the 
female workers formed strong 
bonds on the factory floor, their 
friendships spilled over onto the 
playing fields during their breaks. 

Informal kickabouts became a 
popular pastime, and they were 
encouraged by the factory 
management who deemed them 
good for health, well-being and moral. 

As the war progressed, so did the 
women’s game, and football teams 
emerged from the munitions 
factories. 

Initially, the novelty of women 
playing football was used to raise 
money for war charities, with 
crowds flocking to see the so-called 
‘munitionettes’ take on teams of 
injured soldiers and women from 
other towns and villages. 


The most famous of the wartime 
teams was Dick, Kerr Ladies FC 
from Preston. Founded in 1917, 
their first match drew a crowd of 
10,000, and by 1920, a Boxing Day 
match against St Helen’s Ladies 
was watched by 53,000 spectators 
at Goodison Park, with another 
14,000 locked outside the ground 
trying to get in. 

However, this so-called ‘golden 
era’ of women’s football was to be 
short-lived. 

As the men arrived back from the 
front to take up their old jobs, 
women were expected to return to 
domestic life. 

Then on December 5,1921, the 
Football Association published a 
report that offered three key reasons 
why women’s football matches 
should henceforth be banned from 
taking place on their pitches. 

Firstly, it said that football was 
“quite unsuitable for females.” 

Secondly, there were complaints 
about “the conditions under which 
some of these matches have been 
arranged and played.” 


And finally, the council suggested 
that “an excessive proportion of the 
receipts are absorbed in expenses 
and an inadequate percentage 
devoted to charitable objects.” 

As a result the FA called on clubs 
belonging to the associations “to 
refuse the use of their grounds for 
such matches”, and the subsequent 
ban changed the course of the 
women’s game forever. 

It wasn’t until 1971 that the FA 
finally lifted the ban, in the same 
year UEFA that recommended the 
women’s game should be taken 
under the control of the national 
associations in each country. 

This move signalled the start of a 
female football revival, not only in 
Britain but around the world. 

In this documentary, Clare Balding 
investigates why it has taken the 
current generation 46 years to 
achieve something remotely close 
to the success of the First World 
War footballers. 

She also asks why there continues 
to be a massive gap between 
women’s and men’s football. 



When Football Banned Women, Tuesday, Channel 4, 10pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
Letterbox 
BBC2, 6.30pm 

New series. Game show hosted by Mel Giedroyc, 
as pairs of contestants go head-to-head to crack a 
series of passwords, in an attempt to take home 
£2,500 in cash. As the teams solve the passwords, 
they win letters that will help them later in the game, 
giving them a better chance of cracking the final 
password which unlocks the Letterbox holding the 
cash prize. However, if they end up as the losing 
pair along the way, they’ll have to surrender all the 
letters they’ve won to the winning pair - who will 
then go through to the semi-final eliminator round. 

TUESDAY 
Inside the Factory 
BBC2, 8pm 

The British are no strangers to a cup of tea - quite 
the opposite, in fact. It may be stereotypical to 
suggest that we’re a nation of tea-drinkers, but 
many of us can’t wait for a brew as soon as we 
wake up, and feel that the day hasn’t begun until 
we’ve consumed our first cup or mug of the stuff. 
But what goes into making the humble bags 
millions of Brits feel they can’t function without? The 
first in a new run of this programme reveals all. 
Gregg Wallace, Cherry Healey and Ruth Goodman 


investigate the origins and production of the 
national drink. While Wallace visits the factory that 
produces a quarter of the tea found on 
supermarket shelves, Healey explores an African 
tea processing plant and Goodman reveals how 
troops risked their lives to brew up during the 
Second World War. 


WEDNESDAY 

UEFA Women’s Euro 2017 

Channel 4,7pm 

England v Scotland (Kick-off 7.45pm). 
Coverage of the opening match in Group D for 
both sides, which takes place at Stadion 
Galgenwaard in Utrecht, Netherlands. Having 
finished third at the most recent World Cup, 
England will be among the favourites to 
win this tournament, but will be keen to 
perform better than they did at the 2013 
Championships, when a record of one 
draw and two defeats saw them finish 
bottom of their group. Meanwhile, this is 
the first appearance at a major 
championships for Scotland, and it is 
somewhat apt that they make their 
debut against England given their first- 
ever international match in 1972 
was against the same opposition. 


The Sweet Makers: A Tudor Treat 
BBC2, 8pm 

Many of us have a sweet tooth, and can’t get 
enough of sugary treats. This is not, however, a 
modern phenomenon, as this new, three-part 
series reveals. Chocolatiers Diana Short and Paul 
A Young, sweet consultant Andy 
Baxendale and wedding cake 
\ designer Cynthia Stroud are 
i taking a trip back in time 
d find out what life and work 
k was like for their Tudor 
k predecessors. They learn 
f how the nation’s love of sweets 
developed, and how the tables 
f of the aristocracy boasted 
k fantastic displays of sugar craft, 
which showed off their owners’ 
wealth and status. The 
quartet will also spend four 
days using original recipes, 
ingredients and 
equipment to create 
x dishes that haven’t 
been made, let 
alone tasted, for 
hundreds of 



The Sweet Makers: A Tudor Treat, 
Wednesday, BBC2, 8pm 


I years. 


THURSDAY 

RHS: Tatton Flower Show 2017 
BBC2, 7.30pm 

Monty Don and Joe Swift present the first of two 
visits to the horticultural event in Cheshire, with the 
help of Carol Klein, Toby Buckland and Arit 
Anderson. The team explores the diverse range of 
show gardens, including the designs for the 
compact ‘back-to-backs’, and Monty celebrates the 
next generation of planters and landscapers. Carol 
shares her guide to getting the best out of 
hydrangeas and Joe quizzes champion growers in 
the hope they will give up some of some of their 
fruit and vegetable-producing secrets. 

FRIDAY 

Golf: The Open Championship 
BBC2, 8pm 

Eilidh Barbour present highlights of the second day 
of the prestigious event, which takes place at Royal 
Birkdale Golf Club in Southport. Today’s play will 
have seen the competitors attempting to make the 
cut and qualify for the weekend’s rounds, and avoid 
the fate that befell several notable players at last 
year’s event, including Ernie Els, Tommy 
Fleetwood, Paul Casey and Louis Oosthuizen. 
Fleetwood, who is from Southport, will be looking to 
perform well. 



: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJrstairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 3891281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 


Large Model Aircraft Rally 
Cosford 15th - 16th July 2017 


This air show in miniature is a 
great day out for all the family! 

• lOOs of models on display 
• Trade & food stalls 
• Gates open at 8.30 am 


On the Gate Adults £10.00 
Children under 16 FREE** 

**when accompanied by an adult 


www.largemodelassociation.com 



®rok4l mi icoi inn Located 1 mile from 
x>RFO«K( museum Jnct3ontheM54 

T: 01902 376200 or www.rafmuseum.org 



CHRONICLE 



Have you appeared 
m the Chronicle? 

Order your photos now 

Go to: photosforsale.expressandstar.com 

Or call: 01902 319999 

(Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm, closed Bank Holidays) 


We offer: photos | canvas prints 
mugs | mousemats | keyrings 
coasters | fridge magnets 
jigsaws | tablet wallpaper 

Only selected prints available and copyright restrictions apply. Photos available to view 
and order online the next working day after publication. Allow 28 days for delivery. 




















































BRAIN GYM 


NO-438 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

6. Give support to the 
wrong seer (7) 

7. Somehow trust a 
prop (5) 

9. Keep away from a 
chasm (5) 

10. Feel affection for 
everybody when 
there’s no score 
(4-3) 

12. Instructed lower 
classes? (5,6) 

14. In good health 
when leaving, and 
certainly rich (4,4,3) 

18. A friend takes 
Vera out for a long 
conference (7) 

19. It’s meant to be 
boring when the 
doctor is unwell (5) 

21. Purloined lady’s 
wrap (5) 

22. The limitation of 
the player who may 
substitute? (7) 


Down 

1. Serious place to 
end up! (5) 

2. Put little work into 
wrong choice (6) 

3. Permitted to have a 
tenant (3) 

4. Go there to finish an 
abstainer (6) 

5. Try clue for knives, 
forks, etc. (7) 

8. Loco men adapted 
eyeglass (7) 

11. Allowed, indeed to 
be expunged (7) 

13. A ten-play forfeiture 
(7) 

15. Youth leader is in 
good time every 
twelve months (6) 

16. Dishonest 
blacksmith? (6) 

17. A fitting standard of 
comparison (5) 

20. Crave letter, for 
example (3) 



Quick Clues: 


Across Down 


6. Extract (7) 

1. Laud (5) 

7. Female fox (5) 

2. Keep (6) 

9. Sum (5) 

3. Copy (3) 


4. Digit (6) 

10. Solidify (7) 

5. Residue (7) 

12. Unconcerned (11) 

8. Limit (7) 

14. Basic (11) 

11. Send away (7) 

18. Rapture (7) 

13. Expedite (7) 


15. Hate (6) 

19. Frighten (5) 

16. Confront (6) 

21. Stop (5) 

17. Avidity (5) 

22. Flourish (7) 

20. Arid (3) 


Sudoku 



4 




8 


9 




1 

6 





8 

5 


8 



1 

4 
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5 




4 
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3 
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7 




8 
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3 

4 




7 


6 





6 

2 

9 




9 


8 




3 



Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Mastermind; 7 Metre; 

8 Dresses; 10 Off-drive; 11 Miss; 13 In line; 

15 Andrew; 17 Ivan; 18 Salesmen; 21 Nodding; 
22 Outdo; 23 Crowd scene. Down: 1 Motif; 

2 Steering; 3 Endive; 4 Meet; 5 Nastier; 

6 Imposition; 9 Sash window; 12 Antelope; 

14 Leander; 16 Barges; 19 Mitre; 20 View. 
QUICK - Across: 1 Suspension; 7 Aroma; 

8 Traffic; 10 Familiar; 11 Dawn; 13 Sorrow; 

15 Middle; 17 Else; 18 Gather in; 21 Portion; 

22 Risen; 23 Lead the way. Down: 1 Storm; 

2 Stallion; 3 Entrap; 4 Slap; 5 Offhand; 

6 Half-asleep; 9 Concerning; 12 Withdraw; 

14 Reserve; 16 Launch; 19 Risky; 20 Kind. 


r 


Quiz 


1. What type of animal is a prairie dog? 

2. How are birds of the order Strigiformes 
known? 

3. Which prime minister adopted the three- 
day week policy? 

4. Of which US river is the Red River a 
tributary? 

5. What is the capital of Paraguay? 


6. By which judicial procedure may a US 
president be brought to trial? 

7. Who wrote The Naked Lunch in 1959? 

8. Which two countries comprise Iberia? 

9. To which family of fishes does the burbot 
belong? 

10. In Greek mythology, who was the father of 
Icarus? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 South Western Townships; 2 South 
Pole; 3 Hyena; 4 Prussian; 5 Michael Palin; 
6 Painting; 7 Berlin; 8 Music; 9 Swallowing; 
10 New Zealand. 

Niner: FURTIVELY 


Niner 




Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


35428 gives a bird, 

671123 gives a second bird, 

958623 gives a male bird. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 



CHRONICLE 



MORE 

PEOPLE 


With over 440,000 potential customers 
every week, you can be sure to reach 
your target audience at anytime. 


CANNOCK 

71,517 



The Chronicle offers an unrivalled platform to reach local customers. 

To find out how our advertising sales team can help your business call 01902 313131. 


SOURCE: JICREG 31.10.2016 
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Take it oh so-slow in eco-eden 


SURROUNDED by fjords, forests and fields, 
Oslo is an urban metropolis wrapped in 
nature. 


The Green Party are in power as part of a local 
coalition government, pushing through initiatives 
such as a car-free city centre, improvements in cycle 
highways and public buses powered by biofuel - and 
it’s even been named Green Capital of the World for 


2019. 

If you’re on a mission to go green in Norway’s eco 
Eden, check out Loseter City Farm and Bakehouse. 

Straining their iron necks far beyond the steel 
skyline, a chain of cranes is a reminder of the building 
work under way in Oslo’s Bjorvika bay area. A new 
Munch museum, opera house and library are all on the 
cards for 2020. But amidst the tangle of disused train 
tracks and dual carriageways is a scene more idyllic 
than industrial, with BMWs and Audis occupying the 
same vista as a horse and cart. 

Oslo’s urban farm sits below two iconic concrete 
towers on the edge of the city, where roads are 
superseded by swathes of pine forest. 

As part of the Future Farmers art project helmed 
by American Amy Franceschini, 100 growing boxes 
were given to the community and a city farmer was 
employed to help people learn how to grow (he’s on 
site every Wednesday). “Growing and empathy with 
nature can help the decision-making process,” says 
project organiser Anne Beate Flovind. 

A Bakehouse designed to resemble the hull of a 
Viking ship has rescued ancient grains, providing a 
space for community baking sessions, and there are 
plans to introduce a pig and hens - one day. For more 
information, go to www.loseter.no/en 

Also worth checking out is Restaurant Kontrast. 
No-one likes waste, especially at the dinner table. But 
there’s no risk of leaving any forlorn morsels trailing the 



rims of plates at this one Michelin star restaurant, tucked 
discreetly below an arcade in the city’s trendy Vulkan 
district. Even the distance travelled by ingredients is 
carefully monitored; 80 per cent of the menu is sourced 
from within an hour of Oslo. 

As a result, the six or ten course tasting menu (from 
£88/950 NOK-E135/1450 NOK) is a tour of Norway’s 
finest farms; dishes might include scallops from the 
island of Froya, or skrei, a spawning cod swimming in 
the waters around Lofoten. Chef Mikael Svensson’s 
menu makes use of everything available in the larder - 


so if a pork shoulder slow-cooked for 36 hours appears 
as a main meat dish, don’t be surprised to taste pig lard 
buttered on sides of bread. 

Tongues, brains, stems and stalks all have their place, 
making Kontrast even more innovative than Oslo’s 
high-flying crop of forward-thinking restaurants. If you’re 
teetotal, or want a night off the sauce, try the juice 
flight of cold teas, fruits and herb infusions. Visit www. 
restaurant-kontrast.no 

Another attraction is the Scandic Vulkan Flotel. Flotels 
by their very nature aren’t especially eco-friendly,but 


Scandic Vulkan is attempting to make commendable 
amends by employing green gadgetry, such as solar 
cells and running on geothermal energy. 

This was the first hotel in Norway to be given an 
official Class A energy rating, meaning it uses resources 
extremely efficiently. Each of the 149 rooms features a 
recycling bin for plastics and paper, and bicycles can be 
borrowed for free to explore the local area. Rooms from 
£93 (1000 NOK) per night with breakfast. Visit www. 
scandichotels.com 


By Sarah Marshall 


Sta r^Travel « 


Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen and Stourbridge 


Your Chronicle 


in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


ABBEY 

and Warwick 

Departing Monday 
11 September 2017 

Start the week with a terrific break 
to see Highclere Castle, the real-life 
location of TV’s Downton Abbey, with 
coach, hotel, dinner and breakfast, and 
a visit to Warwick too. 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel with 
3-course dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Visit to Highclere Castle, with admission 

✓ Free time in Warwick (optional half-price 
castle admission at £13.20pp) 



2 days, by coach 


Only £149 



Quote Code: ELD389 I Quote Code: GGU548 


®ABTA 



DIANA 

HER FASHION STORY 
at Kensington Palace 


Selected Saturday departures 
until December 2017 

See this exhibition charting the fashion evolution of the 
late Diana, Princess of Wales, from the frills and pie-crust 
collars of her early days in the public eye to the elegant, 
sophisticated signature style of the nineties. 

Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Sunday admission ticket to Kensington Palace 
and gardens, including entrance to the ‘Diana: 
Her Fashion Story’ exhibition 

✓ Free time in London on Saturday 


2 days, by coach 

£139 


only 


.95pp 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


01902 902165 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 - 

SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTAV4782. 0me 9 aHols @ 0me 9 aHols 0me 9 aH °is 


LONDON 
SUMMER DAYS 



Departing Monday 21 August 2017 

Price Includes... 

✓ 4 nights at the 4 star Tower Guoman hotel 
with full English breakfast 

✓ Included excursion to Windsor 

✓ Lots of free time in London 


Optional excursion to Hampton Court Palace £ 
Richmond (£19pp extra) 


5 days, by coach 

£399»5pp 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £200pp. Subject to availability. 
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QQOQ 


with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

^ 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Plug-in Door Chime 


Only £13.99 Was £29.99 


This innovative wireless doorbell set 
includes a portable plug-in chime and 
a slim-line bell push with 51 different 
tones and melodies to choose from. 
Completely wireless, you can place it 
anywhere within your home, or even 
move it from room to room, to make 
sure you never miss the doorbell again. 
The doorbell can be positioned up to 
120m from the chime and transmits 
through walls and ceilings. Simply 
attach the bell push to the wall using 
the double-sided adhesive pad and 
connect it with the chime using the 
pairing button. You can also adjust 
the volume to your desired level and a 
flashing light will emit from the chime 
to indicate that a visitor has arrived. In 
addition to this, the plug-in chime also 
has a built-in light sensor which will 
illuminate the unit in dark rooms and 
hallways. The bell push requires 1 x 
23A 12V battery (included). 

G0696 White G0697 Black 




: Portable DVD Player 


Only £89.99 Was £149.99 


Watch your favourite movies 
anytime and anywhere with this 
compact portable DVD player from 
Zennox. Perfect for taking with 
you on long car or train journeys, 
on holidays or even just for use at 
home, it can be charged via the car 
or mains charger (both included) 
and will give you up to four hours 
of continuous playback on a full 
charge. The large, bright 10” screen 
can swivel up to 270 degrees and 
tilts back to let you select the 
perfect viewing angle. The player 
is compatible with MP4, MP3, CD 
and DVD, and will even play from 
USB and SD cards. It can also be 
used as a conventional DVD player 
with your television at home and 
is supplied with a remote control. 
Powered by a rechargeable lithium- 
ion battery. Measures W26 x LI8 x 
H4.5cm. 

G0517 Portable DVD player 



Big Button Mobile 


Only £39.99 Was £79.99 


Stay in touch with family and friends 
with this slimline mobile phone. It 
features large, easy-to-read buttons 
and a bright display, making it perfect 
for those who struggle to use the latest 
smartphones. It gives you all the basic 
functionality you require from a mobile 
phone, with standard voice calls, SMS 
texting and a speed dial option. The 
phone’s menu is so easy to use and 
it comes with a range of functions, 
including an FM radio, image viewer, 
video player, sound recorder, calendar, 
powerful LED torch and calculator. The 
phone also comes with a unique SOS 
button on the top for one touch dialling. 
You can insert your current SIM card, 
retain your numbers and start using 
straight away (not compatible with 
3G networks). Measures L11 x W5 x 
HI.5cm and comes complete with a 
charger. Adaptor cable length: 120cm. 
D9147 Big Button Mobile Phone 
D9151 EE Pay As You Go Sim Card 
£9.99 


Phone 



: 18x21 Compact Binoculars 


Only £24.99 Was £59.99 


These smart and ergonomic 
binoculars from Zennox, 
with 21mm objective lens 
diameter, are the perfect 
travelling companion 
for anyone 
interested in 
outdoor pursuits 
such as hiking, 
bird watching, 
fishing and 
boating, 
as well as a 
great variety of 
sports. The 18 x 
magnification means 
you will be able to see 
incredible detail from a distance simply by 
adjusting the focus dial on your binoculars, and the 
compact design makes them easily portable. Each pair comes 
with a durable carry case, lens cleaning cloth and wrist strap. 
Measures L8.5 x W10.5 x H5cm. 

D6620 18x21 Compact Binoculars 


complete 


Order Hotline 0871 911 7011 

*Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 


Quote 74371 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week 
expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk, and in our retail store between 3rd April and 3rd July 2017. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (74371), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname_ 

Address_ Postcode_ 

Email_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GROUP LTD for £_Or please debit my card £_ EH Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No_ 

My card number is: 

i i i i irrmi i i i i m i u i i i sm/m rm/m ass rm 

“Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 


CODE(S) 


QTY 


SIZE 


POSTAGE CHARGES - Please insert as applicable 

Standard 

P&P 

Northern Ireland, Isle of Man, 
Highlands & Islands, BFPO 

Channel Islands, 
Sally Isles & Ere 

Items maiked 

Items marked 

Items marked 

<*Pi 

£4.95 

£6.95 

£10.95 

£9.95** 

£19.95** 

£24.99** 


PRICE 


TOTAL 


POSTAGE 

TOTAL 


**Due to product weight and courier 
limitations we are unable to deliver 
outside mainland UK, to Scottish 
Highlands, Isles or BFPO addresses. 


Express & International 
Deliveries from £6.45 


For customers ordering via the internet or telephone we offer a range, express and 
international delivery services. Please order online or telephone to use these services. 
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Carpentry 


Decorating 


Driveways 


Gardening 



CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 


25 Years 
'''Ml experience 
All aspects 
of carpentry 
inc: 

Stairs, Kitchens, Decking and 
Fascias, Loft Conversions 

For a FREE quote telephone 

07812 125353 
01384 412933 


o33> LJH v v 

Carpentry 


A fully qualified, 
professional carpenter 
with 25 years experience. 

Kitchens • Bedrooms 
Decking • Floors • Doors 
Windows and much more 


For a free quote 

01384 259243 
07772 024612 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


All building maintenance 
and DIY work undertaken 
All areas covered 

0121 4228594 
07985 548466 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


Computers 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Ins talled 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 



Mot’s 

MOT 

£27.99 

1 

with this advert 

FREE RE-TEST 

Green Garage, unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of cold Cik snooker Club), Blackheatt, B65 ou 





www. harrisonsdecoratingservices. co.uk 


HARRISONS 

PAINTING & DECORATING 

Commercial 6-Residential Work Undertaken 

• Painting • Tiling • Kitchens 

• Paperhanging • Flooring • Bathrooms 

Call Nick: 07792865975 

nkharrison@btinternet. com 
Fully Insured - Quality Finishing - Reasonable Rates 



MJD Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

Special discounts for OAP's 
Free Quotes - Fully Insured 
Commercial Work Undertaken 
No job too small 
Give Mick a Call 
Tel:07889923896 
Michael.J.Downing@hotmail.co.uk 


0 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

r Painters & 
x Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 

halesowendecorators@gmail.com 


PAINTER & 
DECORATOR 


Professional and reliable 
Fully insured 
0.A.P Discounts 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121561 1881 
or 07532 200591 


/ 




Double Glazing 


Misled Sealed Units? 


Stark (Emmtrg (ilazing 


Contact US for a FREE quote! 

Manufacturers 
8c Installers of 
windows, doors & 
conservatories 

'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

Please see our customer reviews 
rcm either Homepro or Which 

Z' / CnesuzM, eJJficiesU A A 

w • that ajoWt cait the, easUlt S S 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

m 01384 566100 

0 www.blackcountryglazing.com wk 

Q crrtass [FInsa] £ 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks • Resurfacing 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Otedia 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



1ACE PAVING SERVICES LTD? 


City and Guilds Streetworks Approved 
Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios • Landscaping 
• Streetworks • Curb dropping • Turfing • Fencing and Decking 
Power Washing • 5 year guarantee FREE estimate *15 years experience 
• Fully insured • Resinbond Drives. 

01384 847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web:wwwacepavingservicesltd.co.uk 
Email:acepavingservices@outlook.com 
Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, { * Y 
Halesowen B63 2QB* 


JDC 

Driveways 
& Patios 


Tarmac, Block Paving, 
Turf Laying, Gravelling, 
Fencing, Drainage and 
Pressure Cleaning 


Free Quotation Online 
No obligation 

01384 466950/ 
07944883248 

www.jdcd riveways.co.u k 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 



MB J electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality _ 

local service call: I . . 


mbelectric. co. uk 1 


Flooring 


ROWAN TREE {GARDEN SEMES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
'Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 



LINDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07706 - 747960 



R & $ Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
t Hedges and lawns cut 
t General tidy and rubbish removed 
t Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 



Mobile Hairdresser 


AttuMluM 

Quality Timber 
for your 
home & garden 
projects! 

All lengths available 

Oldbury 

Dudley Road 
Oldbury 
Birmingham 
West Midlands 
B69 3DA 

T: 0121 552 7788 
F: 0121 544 7186 
E: birmingham@laver.co.uk 



B I LEH 
HAIRDRESSE 

Cuts, Colours, Perms etj 

Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


Plumbing 


HOUSEHOLD- 

l_ U IVI B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs 
VEP* Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776 A 
househofd-plumbing.co.uk ^ 




























































































































Plastering 


Roofing 


C.A. Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 



bbpusmbs 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs 10 
complete rooms 

GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICES 

0121 422 8594 or 
07985 548466 


Plumbing & Heating 


HEATING 


GET A NEW WORCESTER BOSCH 
BOILER FITTED BEFORE WINTER 
AND SAVE £100S NOW!!!! 
VOUCHER CODE: Julyl 7P&G 


Summer Mega Sale Is Here! 



Call Free on 08000 786085 


• We give you finance options 

• We will give you a fixed price to 
save £100's and can even install 
the very next day 

• We give you a live phone quote 
so you dont waste time with 
pushy sales people 

• We give you upto 10 years warranty 


Bilston Industrial Estate, 
Oxford Street, 
Wolverhampton WV14 7EG 

www.dgheating.org.uk 01902 405000 


r?^-. ITTIrij ^flftTig ITTl-rrr rrvftTig 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 




NATURAL & LPG GAS I 

Free Quotation Z 

07961 140885 B 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 




ALL 


’j i i 




Greenlab Pest Control Ltd 

A Local Established Company 

Don’t let insects 
and rodents ruin 
your summer! 

Call the professionals 


Tel: 01384 828115 
Freephone - 0800 853 0083 
Mobile: 07913 355290 

Email: sales@greenlabpestcontrol.co.uk 


ROOFING 


Stating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


ROOFING SERVICES 



• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs. 

- Rubberised flat roofing 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 

FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE 


Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 



Sofits • Dry Verge 

•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www .elite plasticsupvc.co.uk 


Specialists 


3 ACE PAVING SERVICES UP? 


City and Guilds Streetworks Approved 

• Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios • Landscaping 

• Streetworks • Curb dropping • Turfing • Fencing and Decking 

• Power Washing • 5 year guarantee FREE estimate *15 years experience 

• Fully insured • Resinbond Drives. 

01384847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web:wwwacepavingservicesltd.co.uk 
Email:acepavingservices@outlook.com 
Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, 
_ Halesowen B63 2QB _ Guilds 



JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 
SERVICES 

Specialists in _ 

Re-upholstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

® Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
jjr 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pmy 


f SERVICES 

i All types of General Repairs I 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

^0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 

Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 



Window Specialists 


Full Window 
Wizard Services 
Available 

• Misted Units 
Replaced 

• Broken Hinges 

• Door 
Adjustment 

• New Locks 
Installed 

Call for 
further details 

0121 421 7001 



Fencing 


M-BTFencing 

AH types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Pius decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 

— FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 




AREAS COVER- 

For a free quote call 

0121 532 2263 Or 07951 536929 


Fencing & Gates 


ft 


All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over 15 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 


01384 242891 or 07970 300586 


Buy and 
sell with 

ClassifiedsAds 




1. Visit our 

ClassifiedAds website 

www.classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 



3. Self Serve - 
Create your own advert 
in print and online - visit: 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


Brought to you by Express & Star 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 


24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121 422 2794 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


monumental 

masons 


Halestone 

^Memorials 

[Modern and traditional memorials 


|0r visit our showroom at 

Somers Road,i 
Halesowen B 62 8EN 

I www.halestonememorials.co.ukl 


lost & found 


LOST—Friendly female ferrett, 
polecat coloured, Areal Street, 
Sedgley, Sunday, July 2. Call 
07848 857902. 




Family 



ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR only 
used three times, Pronto. Was 
£2,000 reduced for quick sale to 
£650. 01902 785163. 


MOBILITY SCOOTER 
FOR SALE, ELITE 
TRAVELLER SPORT 

4 wheeled, used twice from 
new, immaculate, cost £900, 

Accept any sensible offer. 
01902 842923. 


MOLBILITY SCOOTER 2 new bat¬ 
teries, medium size, superb condi¬ 
tion. £350. Can deliver. 0121 440 
2867. 07804 239956 
WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 



WANTED OLD GENTS 
WRIST WATCHES 

Omega, Rolex etc by private 
collector not dealer. 
Working or broken. 

Telephone 07979 020256. 

I-X 


2 

Leisure 



* BEST SUNDAY* 
BOOTSALE 


between Cannock and Stafford 
ST17 0SG 

★ 07890 267 041 ★ 


WEDNESDAY BOOT SALE 

Now at PoukLane,A461, 
Springhill, Muckely Corner 
Lichfield WS14 0ET 

★ SATURDAY BOOT SALE* 

Boat Lane, Muckley Corner, 
Lichfield WS14 OBU 
07890 267041 


WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 
07717 280 996 

www.tscaravansandmotorhomes.co.uk 


CARAVAN WANTED can collect 
asap cash. Caravan wanted. 

Call me on 07717 090817. 

TOURING CARAVAN WANTED. 

No objecton to work, anything 
considered. Please telephone 
07980 365757. 



A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

35x12 caravans from £10,000.Gym 
Par 3 golf, bowls, why go further? 
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584823433 


We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


BAILEY PEGASUS 534 

2010, excellent condition, 
one owner, 4 berth, fixed bed, 
motor mover, tracker, full 
awning, fully equipped, many 


i.o,/au. 

01902 761684. 07721 186458. 


ISABELLA AWNING Black and 
greys, fully acrylic and carbon 
poles, 987cm length x 300cm width, 
£400. 07779 050269. 



SITED NEAR BEWDLEY 

Static mobile home. 

On site clubhouse. 
Swimming pools. 
Superb views. 

£20,000 

07717 090817 



2 BED STATIC CARAVAN 

Mid Wales. 

Lovely views. 

Large decking and lawn. 
Two fishing pools. 

20 minutes to coast. 
Rent included for 2017. 
Dogs welcome. 
£7,500. 

07555 303350. 



CELINE DION tickets x2, Thursday, 
August 3. Block A. Barclaycard 
Arena, Birmingham. £150 each. 
01384 869664. 


holidays 


self catering N 

s , holidays 

BURNHAM-ON-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 

BUDE CORNWALL 2 BED 
CHALET On 4* woodland site, pool 
& free entertainment. Sept & Oct 
£140 pw. School Holidays £395pw 
07974 226 928. 

"X 

travel abroad 

v___J 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 


what’s on 


; \ 

antique fairs 


* ANTIQUE/ * 
COLLECTORS 
VINTAGE FAIR 

CORNBOW HALL, HAGLEY STREET, 
HALESOWEN, B63 3AT 

14TH JULY &18TH AUGUST 

8.00AM - 4PM 

★ 07783 680 627 ★ 


book fair 


BOOK FAIR Kinver Community 
Centre, DY7 6ER, Sunday 16tn 
July, Est 1979, Waverley. Next 
antique Fair 6th Aug. Stalls 
available for all. Home made 
refreshments. Call 0121 550 4381 


L Time 



RANGER 15, MK11, 
CLINKER STYLE BOAT 


length 4.73m, beam 1.93m, 
weight 320kg. Includes 8HP 
engine and trailer, hardly used. 

£4,750. 

01746 765375. 07870 547042. 



1955 RALEIGH SUPERB £30. 
Peugeot 531 racer. £60. 

01902 441140 



NEAR BEWDLEY 

Park Home 50 X 20 Tingdene, 
large twin, 11 month park. On 
bus route, great views. 

£95,000 

07774715830 


REFURBISHED CARAVAN FOR 
SALE! Central Heating and sleeps 
8, £10,995. Deposits from 10%. 12 
Month Park, Borth. Call Paul 07960 
944721. 


V_ 

markets 

\ 



STOURBRIDGE 
CAR BOOT 


At Stourbridge 
Rugby Club 
Open every Wednesday 
from 24th May 

07957 399964 a 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



X 


massage 


MOBILE Aromatherapy Massage 

Therapist Home / Hotel. To book 
appointments call 07437 569187. 

I-X 


3 


Home & 
Services 



G PLAN pale green leather three 
piece suite with recliner and up lifts, 
excellent condition. £400. 01902 
845537. Codsall. 


THREE SEATER leather sofa, 
brown, reclining, very good condi¬ 
tion. £90 ono. 07925 845146. 



GAS COOKER Beko in white, 3ft 
height, 1.8inch wide, 1.9 deep, 
smoked glass front and lid, £125. 
07521 411373. 



A Genuine Lady Buyer! 

Cash paid £300+ per ounce for 9 car¬ 
at scrap gold. Any amount collected! 

Sovereigns £200+ each, Watches, 
Coins, Medals & more 

Highly Recommended! 
^01922 495066 or 07971 78320F 


A BEST CASH PRICE 



FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 


Any gauge or age 

Hornby/Bachmann/Bowmans/ 
Rounahouse/Graham/Farsh/ 
any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547 
thetrainmaster67@ 


hotmail.com 




A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 
FOR DIE CAST CARS / 
LORRIES / TOY SOLDIERS 

Air fix, Britains, Corgi, Dinky, 
Spot on, Tri-ang. 

Best prices paid. 

Any condition. 
Collections bought. 
Telephone 01922 327897 
or 07976 691563. 

AUTO MEMORABILIA 
WANTED 
SHELL, ESSO, 
CASTROL ETC 
ALSO 

GARAGE CLEARANCES 

Old Enamel Signs, 
Petrol Cans, 

Old Jugs, 

Classic Car Parts, 

Bikes and Motorbikes. 

Anything old. 

**TOP PRICES PAID** 
01384 836219/07891 713547 


BEST CASH PRICE PAID 
FOR BRITAINS AND 
HERALD 


Farming, Floral Gardens, 
Trees, Buildings, Figures, Vehi¬ 
cles, Zoo, Soldiers, Cowboys, 
Indians and Knights. 

01384 835025/07498 036223. 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 


; \ 

service 

V___ 


X 

house clearances 

V___ 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 

\ 

plastering 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Home/Garden Improve- 
ments.MarkorSara: 07741 770897 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts / TV setups. 07850 330251. 



\_ 

removals 

\ 



KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 
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A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 



alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


^ building services | 

DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years exp 

All aspects of building work 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592/07837 994465 

" “ 

building supplies 


\ 

roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


\ 

rubbish removal 

v___ 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 



Pets & 
l Animals 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland ISTews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 


fencing 


^PORTWfly 

<9 FENCING 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £69 5 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250 / 07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am- 12noon 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


gardening 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 


1902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


gas fitting 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


KIND HOMES WANTED 

Lola, 9 month old Staffie Cross 
girl, good with people and other 
dogs, nice temperament. 
Molly, 3 years old mostly black 
cross breed, medium size, 
lovely nature, must be only dog. 
Megan, 9 year old pretty black 
and white Border Collie. 
Charlie, 6 months old German 
Shepherd cross Lurcher, good 
with children and other dogs / 
cats. 

Shep, 8 years old very 
handsome black and white 
Border Collie. 

01588 676106. 
www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 



ROSEDENE RESCUE 
CENTRE 

1, Radley Road, Rushall, 
Walsall. WS4 1LN. 

01922 627013. 

Open Monday to Saturday 
11am - 5pm. 

Sundays - Bank Holidays 
11am - 4pm. 

Takes in relinquished dogs 
from owners, all areas (if they 
are vet checked/up to date with 
jabs.) 

Donations of doa food, toys, 
bedding and vet Dillsalways 
appreciated. 



Business & 
L Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 
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Property 



McCarthy & stone 

Two bedroom apartment 
Penn Road 



DAWLISH WARREN, 
DEVON 


Brand New Two Bedroom 
Lodge For Sale on park in 
Dawlish by the sea. Fully fur¬ 
nished with decking. Includes 
2017 & 2018 Site Fees 

£130,000 

07545 913585. 



FULLY RESIDENTIAL 
CHALET/BUNGALOW 


36x20 

Country location, very private 
with lounge, kitchen/diner, hall, 
3 bedrooms, double glazed, oil 
fired central heating, garden. 

Telephone 


Immaculate condition 


07535 905818 


Many, many extras included. 
For quick sale 

£ 120 , 000 . 

01902 608273. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


SELL IT 

FAST 

SELL IT 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 

Classified A d* 
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T 


FOR YOUR PROPERTY 


Reposessions stopped 
Houses bought in any condition 

CASH PAID WITHIN DAYS! 


Legal fees paid 
Probate Estates Welcome 
Mortgages / Loans Cleared 


08001210007 HOOTERS 


Friendly, local company here to help you 7 days a week. Est. 10 ye 


[www.oakwood-homebuyers.comJ 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

ROOMS TO LET Gornal, £65 per, 
freshly decorated. 07415 653181 
no DSS including most bills. 

SMALL FLAT fully equipped, refur¬ 
bished, suit mature male. £95pw + 
some services. 07715 603357. 
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Jobs 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


courses 


BIRMINGHAM: WOLVERHAMPTON: 


25-26 SEPT. & 30 N0V-1 DEC. 16-17 SEPT, 

also STOKE ON TRENT: 2-3 SEPT, and TELFORD: 23-24 OCT. 


Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN AS A 


PHLEBOTOMIST 


awarding a Nationally Recognised 


Certificate in Phlebotomy 



• Two day course 

• First step onto Allied 
Healthcare Career Path 

• Accredited - Advanced 

• No previous experience 
needed 

• Recognised Qualification 



8 

Motoring 



BMW 320 SE 


Diesel, 2003, 4-dr, 6 speed, 
manual, 12 months MoT, high 
mileage, electric window, Air 
con, cruise control, parking 
sensors, 

Excellent condition. 

£795. 

07432 640318. 



FORD FIESTA GHIA 

2001, 45,000 miles, electric 
windows / mirrors, Air con, 
central locking, alloy wheels, 
stereo/CD. 

£400 ono. 

07718 551516. 



MAZDA MX5 EUPHONIC 

2004, 1597cc, black, excellent 
hood, five speed, heated 
leather seats, electric windows, 
power steering, CD, alloys, 
MOT March 2018. 
£1,495. 

07546 779139. 


LUiJ 

PEUGEOT 207 


Diesel, 1398cc. £30 tax. 
Black, 

very clean and economicle, 
140,000 miles, 
some service history, 
MoT Sep. 

£1300. 

07754 567990. 



PEUGEOT 307LX 16V AUTO 


2003 reg, 
5-dr, black, 
87,574 miles, 

11 months MOT. 

£995 ono 
07521 411373. 



RENAULT CLIO ELYSEES 

2001, 1400CC, 
one owner, 
one year MoT, 
sunroof, 

very good condition 
throughout. 

£475 ono 
07503 748161. 


BARGAIN 


RENAULT SCENIC 

03, 1,4cc, 
excellent condition, 
low mileage, 
with electric hoist. 

Very good on fuel, 

12 months MoT. 

£1,200 o.n.o. 

01384 441567/07799 308835. 


ROVER 45 IMPRESSION 

03 reg, 1400cc, 
Spares or repair. 

£200 ono. 

07879 217210. 


BARGAIN 


VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.8 

S reg, pas, electric windows, 
CD player, excellent 
mechanically and engine full 
MoT, 

£250 no offers. 

01902 448396 



VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 
TOURER 

Bi-Turbot Elite, 2.0 CDTi, 
195BHP, automatic, 2014 reg, 
full dealer service history, 
68,000 miles, heated memory 
leather seats, intellilink Sat Nav, 
power tailgate, privacy glass, 
Bi Xenons, climate, MoT’d, 
serviced, beautiful condition 
£ 11 , 000 . 

07971 365912. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



CHEVROLET CRUZE 


2011,28,000 miles, Black, elec¬ 
tric windows, air bag, air con, 
fsh, alarm, long MoT, central 
locking, tax, Stereo, CD 

£3,000 ono. 

01902 736965. 



MAZDA MX-5 



VWJETTA 


2007, 42,000 Miles, metallic 
Blue, one owner, long mot, full 
service history, chrome extras, 
petrol 


1.6 FSI S, petrol, 2009, one 
owner, 63000 miles, full VW 
service history, alloys, A/C, 
radio CD, 2 keys, super 
condition. 


£4,250 ono 


£3,295 ono 


07780677098 


01902 850622 



MERCEDES SL350 
AUTOMATIC CONVERTIBLE 


54 reg, 74,000 miles, fsh, 
Obsidian black, with cream 
leather, keyless go, power 
hood, panoramic glass roof, 
anti roll bar wind deflector, 
alloys, Sat Nav, Xenon lights, 
2 keys. 

Absolutely pristine. 

£9,999 ono. 

May PX. 

Telephone 07836 204450 
or 07545 601552. 



MINI COOPER S 

2004 (54), 6 speed, grey/ black, 
half leather upholstery, aircon, 
stereo, alloy wheels, new discs 
and pads, drives superbly, 
immaculate throughout. 

£1,995 

07970 705466. 



VW POLO 1.2S 


2014, 26,100 Miles, Red, 5d 
h/back, ABS, electric windows, 
air bag, air con, full service 
history, alarm, long MoT, 
central locking, CD, Bluetooth 
£5,950 

07483 248035 



WANTED, CLASSIC Car. Private 
cash buyer. Any condition, anything 
considered. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 


MUST BE SEEN 


FORD RANGER 

Single cab pick up truck. 
4WD. 

2004. 

Ideal for builder. 

£1,100 ono. 

07831 356812 


CONVERTIBLE 


MINI ONE CONVERTIBLE 
54 Reg., 
full MoT. 

£1,750 o.n.o. 

Must sell. 

07527 031128. 



NISSAN MICRA 


LOOK 


FORD TRANSIT CONNECT 
L220 

HIGHTOP 

54 reg. 

White. 

MoT’d April 2018. 

Side opening door. 

New engine. 

£695 ono. 

07391 417774. 



1.4 Tekna, 2009, 60,000 Miles, 
One Lady Owner, FSH, 
Manual, Superb Condition 
Inside And Out. 

£2,295 ono 
07977 939497 


SPORTY MODEL 


NISSAN Z350 

Automatic 

2003 

Import model 

Usual refinements, 90k miles, 
FSH, excellent condition. 

£4,999 ono. 

May part ex. 

07836 204450. 
deolsuk@hotmail.co.uk 



VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 

‘Exclusiv’, Petrol, 2012 (62), 
Grey, 53,000 Miles, 

Full Service History, 

MOT, Air Conditioning, 5 Door, 
Central Locking, 

Well Maintained. 

£3,750 

07954 431228. 


HONDA VISION 110 

2013, 964 miles, 12 months 
MoT, immaculate, 

£1,250. 

01902 892147. 



LAMBRETTA 125CC 
GOLDEN SPECIAL 


1965, as new, back rest, 
luggage carrier, spare tool bag 
and tools. 

First to see will buy. 

£5,100. 

07710 700187. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 


Oldbury Area. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 



spares/parts 


THULE HIRE 
& SALES 


Roof Boxes, Roof Bars 
and Cycle carriers. 


BEST PRICES. 

Wolves Hire 
01902 746723 


Tettenhall Road, WV6 OLE 



Local 


Infonnation 



JACK ROWE 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late 
of 82 Carol Crescent Halesowen West 
Midlands B63 3RP, who died on 22/11/2016, 
are required to send particulars thereof in 
writing to the undersigned Solicitors on or 
before 22/09/2017, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to claims 
and interests of which they have had notice. 
GEORGE GREEN LLP 
195 High Street Cradley Heath 
West Midlands B64 5HW T506242 

WINIFRED IRIS SMITH 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late 
of 41 Chatsworth Road Halesowen West 
Midlands B62 8TA, who died on 26/04/2017, 
are required to send particulars thereof in 
writing to the undersigned Solicitors on or 
before 22/09/2017, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to claims 
and interests of which they have had notice. 
DBS 

158 Edmund Street Birmingham B3 2HB 

T505975 


LEGAL 

AND 

PUBLIC 

NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 

01902 

713146 

or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 
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Personals 





GENTLEMAN, EARLY 60’s 

Seeking a lady between 48-60 
for a long term relationship. 
I’m a very kind and trustworthy 
person, I live on my own and am 
self employed, I’m very 
outgoing, I enjoy walking, going 
out for meals and going on 
holiday. 

It would be nice to have 
someone to share these things 
with. 

Genuine replies only please. 

If possible a recent photo would 
be appreciated. 

Box Number P20854, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



GENTLEMAN, YOUNG 69 

5ft 6in, honest, caring, n/s, 
own house and car, WLTM 
lady, 55-70, petite, medium n/s 
for friendship. 

Dudley area. 

Box Number P20856, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 

LADY, ACTIVE 

Lacking Friends and company 
needs Gentleman Friend, aged 
late 70’s, early 80’s to go about 
together, caring and sharing 
common interests. Wolver¬ 
hampton / Cannock. 

Box Number P20858, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 




WITHYMOOR COLTS 

Charter Standard Community 
Status Club. 

All Managers minimum 
FA Level 1 and CRC Checked. 
Under 8s, West, 
Current school year 2. 
Require 

GOALKEEPER and 
OUTFIELD PLAYERS 

to join existing Squad. 
Please Call Mark 
07912 874281 



LOOKING FOR MY SON 

Mr A Lewis, last seen in 
Wolverhampton. 

Please get in touch. 

Write to 

Box Number P20859, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 


01902 317878 



ClasdHedAds 
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^MOTORING 


Paws for thought to keep dogs cool 



Don’t let your dog get too hot in the car this summer 


By James Parker 


Great Britain is a dog-loving nation, with 
over 8.5 million pooches kept as pets, but 
a countless number of dogs die every year 
after being left alone in hot cars. 

To help raise awareness, Skoda has teamed 
up with the RSPCA to support the ‘Dogs Die 
in Hot Cars’ campaign. The campaign aims to 
show families they should never leave a dog 
alone in a vehicle and always keep windows 
open, or use air conditioning while driving to 
keep pooches in maximum comfort. 

With temperatures last week rising to a 
sizzling 34 degrees Celsius in places, and 
an unbearable 60+ degrees Celsius inside 
vehicles, there has been a notable rise in 
reports of dogs suffering inside hot cars. On 
Twitter, the RSPCA has seen an 800 per cent 
rise in enquires and a 900 per cent spike in 
social media mentions. There has also been 
a 91-point jump in Google search rankings 
of the search term, ‘how can I keep my dog 
cool in the car?’, showing that pet owners are 
desperately seeking guidance on the topic. 

Temperatures in cars can rise very quickly. 
Even at just 22 degrees Celsius outside, a car 
can reach an unbearable 47 degrees Celsius 
within an hour. A dog can die within minutes in 
a hot car, even if the owner has ‘just popped 
to the shop.’ 

A Skoda spokesperson said: “Any dog dying 
in a hot car is unacceptable. Here at Skoda we 
want to promote all elements of responsible 
driving and this includes pet welfare. The 
message is simple, never leave a dog in a car 
alone, particularly during the summer. 

“We worked with the RSPCA on the Dogs 
Die in Hot Cars campaign to help convey a 
positive message around what is a difficult 



Skoda has a wide range of dog accessories 


and sometimes harrowing subject - cool dogs 
are happy dogs. We hope that drivers will 
benefit from the RSPCA’s advice and dogs will 
be safer.” 

Kat Litchfield, corporate partnerships 
manager at the RSPCA said: “We’re delighted 
that Skoda is involved in the Dogs Die in Hot 
Cars campaign. 

“Dogs are part of the family and leaving 
them for just a few minutes in a warm car is 
enough to cause serious suffering or even 
death. Our message has been loud and clear 
for years: don’t leave dogs alone in parked 
cars. If you spot a distressed animal in a 
vehicle, call 999 immediately.” 

There are things that drivers can do this 
summer to ensure their pets are safe while 
travelling, no matter what the distance: 

• Never leave your dog alone in the vehicle 
so they don’t get anxious or overheat 

• In hot weather, always have the window 
open when driving to help keep your dogs 
cool. Summer can be a very dangerous time 
for dogs on their travels 


• Always carry water with you to keep your 
dog hydrated 

• Invest in appropriate pet restraints, such 
as a pet barrier or seat belt, to ensure your 
dog remains in the back of the car throughout 
your journey 

• Take regular breaks to provide water for 
your dog 

• Where possible exercise your dog with a 
short walk during your breaks 

• When the vehicle is moving, don’t let a 
dog hang its head outside car windows. 


• Before embarking on a long journey, take 
your dog on short journeys to get them used 
to travelling in the car 

• Take your dog for a walk/exercise before 
travelling 

• Make sure there aren’t any loose items 
that could harm your dog in the boot or on the 
back seat of your car 

• Bring their favourite blanket or toy to help 
relax your dog 

The new Skoda Octavia features six 
engines, two body styles and seven familiar 


trim levels and a choice of manual or DSG 
automatic gearboxes. 

Prices start from £17,195 (on-the-road). Find 
out more at www.skoda.co.uk/new-octavia- 
hatch. 

For more information on the wide range 
of Skoda dog accessories range visit www. 
skoda.co.uk/owners/accessories-and 
merchandise. 

For more information on the RSPCA’s Dogs 
Die in Hot Cars campaign visit www.rspca. 
org.uk 




NewCar? 



NEW CAR OFFERS 
USED CAR DEALS 
PRIVATE AND FROM THE TRADE! 


MNA 



























































































Off on his paddles - Jamie tests the water as he sets out in his boat from Gailey Canoe Club 


Reporter Jamie Brassington is shown how to use a paddle by coach Nigel Hargrave 



Jamie is shown how to get into a canoe correctly 



Junior members look on from the towpath at Croft Lane 


Oar-some feeling as 
Jamie takes to water 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Jamie Brassington 


“It helps get you fit, but 
there is also the social side 
where you get to meet new 
people and make friends. ” 


THE fear of falling into the water - that 
is the hardest part to get over when you 
first learn to canoe. 

Especially if that water is a canal. 

I stepped into the kayak carefully following the pat¬ 
tern of movements my instructor told me to, before 
sliding into the seat. 

That was the first obstacle I had overcome. Now I 
had to stay upright for the next hour or so to remain 
dry. 

I was paddling in a yellow play boat. The kayak, a 
type of canoe, was specifically made so it was hard to 
topple - much to my relief - but the down side is that 
it spun you a lot in circles. 

So that is what I did for most of the remainder 
of the session - spin around - at Gailey Canoe Club 
based in Penkridge. 

Newcomer 

But it was good fun. The warm sun beat down on 
us as we paddled on the water. The setting, a section 
of canal cutting through the countryside, was pictur¬ 
esque and idyllic. 

Being a newcomer to this sport, I was guided by the 
instructors to gain my confidence in the water for this 
first session, which meant gently paddling around in 
a small section of the lake and not travelling very far. 

The more experienced members of the club, some 
of whom take part in serious racing, speed off into the 
distance for an eight-mile circuit. 

I was what the canoe club is looking for - a new re¬ 



Young club members take to the water 


cruit. They are on the lookout for additional members 
to join their ranks. 

Canoeing offers a variety of benefits, says Louise 
Clive, who runs the club alongside her husband John. 

“It helps get you fit, but there is also the social side 
where you get to meet new people and make friends,” 
she said. 

“Especially for the kids, it gets them out of the 
house, away from their games consoles. 

“And it is a great outdoor setting. You get to expe¬ 
rience the countryside and see the wildlife.” 

Another positive aspect of the sport is that it open 
and accessible to all ages - the club’s youngest mem¬ 
ber is eight and the oldest 76. 

The club trains on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sun¬ 
days. It has around 60 members from children to 
adults. Some take part in canoeing at a leisurely level. 

But the club competes professionally and has up to 
15 paddlers who race for them. 

Gailey compete in a Midlands division and cur¬ 
rently have their eyes set on qualifying for an annual 
national competition, held later this year. 

The top six teams from regional leagues around 
Great Britain qualify for the annual tournament.And 
Gailey look on course to succeed. 

They have one race left to go and are currently fifth 


in the league. There are different types of canoes that 
can be used. Some are designed for racing, which are 
more stream-lined and offer two seats, while others 
are more user friendly, catering for a range of abil¬ 
ities. 

I was in a canoe of that latter category, on the Staf¬ 
fordshire and Worcestershire canal, outside the Croft 
Lane-based club. 

As a newcomer, I found it challenging getting to 
grips with the paddle. 

The paddle is used in a figure of eight motion to 
steer and move. But every time I made a jerky move¬ 
ment and struck the surface hard, I felt like I was 
going off balance and would tip into the water. 

Luckily that didn’t happen, although I had a few 
wobbly moments. 

A second session on another day would see me 
travel a greater distance as I build up my skill and 
confidence, it was said. 

That is how instructors at Gailey teach you from 
the beginning. “You build up to travelling two miles, 
then four miles, and then eight miles,” said Louise. 

Tiresome 

Racing at these distances is tiresome work and 
tests the competitors’ endurance. But Gailey are 
among the best in the country at this. 

Despite being a small club, they have produced pad¬ 
dlers who have competed at international level, with 
some going on to be world champions 

The Gailey club has been in operation since the 
1950s, and for the last three decades have been based 
at their current site. 

A revamp of their clubhouse is under way, thanks 
to backing from the Canal and River Trust. The char¬ 
ity has given Gailey a £1,000 grant, which will pay for 
new showers. The club currently has a social function 
room and changing rooms are also planning to install 
new toilet facilities. 

The revamp was forged as part of the deal with the 
charity, which saw Gailey tasked with the upkeep of 
the club building and the canal which runs outside 
their club, from Gravelly Way Bridge Number 78 to 
Gailey Bridge Number 79. 

For more information on Gailey Canoe Club, visit 
www.gaileycc.co.uk or call Louise Clive on 07816 
786987 or via email on l.clive@gaileycc.co.uk 


Tennis investment is 
net gain for players 

TENNIS players have been boosted by one of the biggest grassroots invest¬ 
ments in the sport. Transforming British Tennis Togetheraims to make 
courts more useable and accessible to everyone over the next ten years. 

The Lawn Tennis Association has committed to investing £125 million 
to improve community facilities across the country, and plans to unlock a 
further £125 million through match funding from community networks. 

The body aims to deliver 1,500 newly covered indoor courts, over 8,000 
newly floodlit courts and nearly 3,000 court entry systems across the coun¬ 
try over the next decade. Claire Brown, LTA Head of Midland Region said: 
“This is an amazing and transformational opportunity for tennis in the 
midlands. More and more people are enjoying the sport and there is areal 
appetite for the improvement and regeneration of local courts.” 

The LTA is asking tennis clubs, parks, local government, volunteers, 
coaches and businesses to register their interest in bidding for the funds to 
transform their local courts. Visit www.lta.org.uk/TBTT 


Hole disappointment 
for golfers' Open bid 

THERE was disappointment for a host of regional golfers in their attempt 
to qualify for The Open. 

With just three going through from the five final qualifying venues, South 
Staffsordshire Golf Club veteran Peter Baker, a former Ryder Cup ace, 
finished tied 34th at Hillside. 

Baker, of Wolverhampton, a three-time European Tour winner, finished 
four over par, while Enville’s Jacob McGoldrick was 15 over at the same 
venue. Robert Burlison, also of Enville, finished 13 over par at Royal Cinque 
Ports. 

Walsall’s Henry Sheridan-Mills shot one over par at Woburn and Armit- 
age’s Robert Rock retired after 12 holes of his second round at Notts Hol- 
linwell. 

As the reigning Senior Open champion, Walsall-born Paul Broadhurst 
has already qualified for the 146th Open, which gets under way at Royal 
Birkdale, Merseyside, next Thursday, July 20. 


Busy week of action 
sees BCT medal haul 

BLACK Country Triathletes came home with several medals on a weekend 
of action. In a sprint at Upton-on-Severn on Saturday - a 750m river swim, 
a 20km bike and a 5km run - Lauren Evans was first female home, Reece 
Ashfield was third male overall and Oliver Evans first in 15-16 group. 

In the standard distance race involving a 1500m river swim, 40km ride 
and a 10k run, Thomas Dauncey was first home for BCT in 2:20:50 and 
first in the 25-29 age group. For the ladies Sue Payton and Ersuline Whittle 
were second and third in the 55-59 age group. 

Junior girls raced on Saturday at Shipton on Stour Aquathlon with Alex 
Westbury, Abbie Kennard and Abi Hathaway taking first, third and fourth 
respectively at TS2. Paul Rogers, Chris Pedley and Leighann Adams took 
part in the Wenlock Olympian Triathlon with a 500m pool swim, 19km ride 
and a 7km run. Rogers was second overall and Pedley second at age group. 

Samantha Paine had a PB in a Women Only Standard Distance - a 
1500m open water swim, 42.4km ride and a 10km run - at Eton Dorney. 
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Oar-some! Jamie makes 
a splash at canoe club 
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McCone is 
back with 
Glassboys 

CENTRAL defender Paul McCone has 
re-signed for Stourbridge from AFC Tel¬ 
ford United with the 25-year old return¬ 
ing to the War Memorial Ground for a 
fourth spell with the Glassboys. 

McCone originally joined the club in 
the summer of 2010, following his re¬ 
lease from Wolverhampton Wanderers. 
He enjoyed three outstanding seasons 
with the club, most notably scoring the 
opening goal in the FA Cup First Round 
replay win over Plymouth Argyle in No¬ 
vember 2011 

McCone left in the summer of 2013 to 
sign for newly-promoted Leamington in 
Conference North, but returned briefly 
in October of the same year to make a 
couple more appearances for Stourbridge 
before joining another Conference North 
outfit, Hednesford Town, helping them 
to reach the 2013-14 play-offs. 

He began 2014/15 at Hednesford but 
re-joined Stourbridge in October 2014 
for a third stint, only to switch back to 
Hednesford two months later. 

McCone then followed the Pitmen’s 
managerial team of Rob Smith and Larry 
Chambers to Telford early in the 2015/16 
season but an impressive start with the 
Bucks was halted by a serious knee in¬ 
jury which ruled him out of the rest of 
that season. 

A long battle back to fitness ensued, 
but he successfully regained his place in 
the Telford set-up last term and was a 
vital part of the squad that retained its 
place in National League North. 

In all, McCone has made 169 appear¬ 
ances for Stourbridge during his past 
spells, scoring 14 goals. 

Darts stars on the 
oche for city venue 
world ranking event 

BDO world champion Glen Durrant 
leads the field as Wolverhampton hosts 
its first big darts world ranking event 
this weekend. 

Many local players have also signed up 
for the chance of a slice of the £10,000 
prize pot at Wolverhampton Indoor 
Sports and Activities Centre in Race¬ 
course Road. 

Players in the Wolverhampton Classic 
and Wolverhampton Open will be joined 
by up to 40 disabled players in their own 
tournament at the same venue. 

The two-day back-to-back ranking 
tournaments are being staged on Satur¬ 
day and Sunday Saturday, July 15 and 
Sunday, July 16. Organisers say it will 
be the biggest darts event hosted at the 
venue, with up to 200 players, and free 
entry for spectators. 

Joining Durrant will be Tipton’s Jamie 
Hughes as well as past world champions, 
including Ted Hankey and Scott Waites. 

Arena manager Dharam Jagpal said: 
“It will be a golden opportunity for local 
darts enthusiasts to see the cream of 
BDO world darts stars in action.” 


Firsts spun out but women make mark 


HALESOWEN’S recent run of victories came to 
an end at Worcestershire rivals Pershore who 
reached 217-7 after winning the toss and electing 
to bat. 

Solid contributions from Liam Ridings (49), 
Adam Wiffen (43) and Chris Ridings (42 not out) 
were overshadowed by a belligerent unbeaten 49 
from 20 balls from Charlie Norton for Pershore 
while Masharraf Shazad took 3-57 for Halesowen. 

In reply, Halesowen crashed to 136 all out, 
unable to fathom the mysteries of spinner Matt 
Brace, who finished with 7-28. The 2nd XI played 


out a losing draw with Brockhampton whose 
upper order put the Halesowen attack to the 
sword. Captain Max Porter and James Mockler 
both hit tons as Brock racked up 286 all out in 
50 overs. 

Halesowen could only muster 166-6 in reply 
with Thomas Williams (50) and Kester Moseley 
(45) ensuring the draw. 

The 3rd XI racked up a massive 297-8 thanks to 
Naim Luhar (90) Mark Hutchinson (64) and John 
Aston (38) before Alex Jordan’s 3-51 knocked 
over Kidderminster for 210 to win by 87 runs. 


The 4th XI were defeated by Five Ways Old 
Edwardians who chased down Halesowen’s 123 
all out. However the club made history in the pro¬ 
cess when Hampshire’s Chloe Micklethwaite and 
former Netherlands all-rounder Hannah Hofman 
became the first two females to play in the same 
team for Halesowen who are looking to build a 
women’s team over the coming months. 

They followed in the footsteps of Australia’s 
Sarah Aley who is currently playing in the Wom¬ 
en’s World Cup who played for Halesowen in the 
2007 season. 


TANK UP AND 
READY TO GO 


No limits to racers’ fightback 



Wright, left, and Siviter were pleased to fight back and claim second in class 


RYAN Aston is adamant he has 
become a new and improved 
fighter since being stopped in 
two title fights last year. 

The 26-year-old will appear on BCB 
Promotions’ ‘Sunday Best’ show at the 
Copthorne Hotel, Dudley, on July 23. 

And ‘Tank’ said he had redeveloped himself as 
he continues to search for the elusive Midlands 
Area Title. 

He said: “This is a new me now. I have changed 
the way I go about things. It is a case of staying 
relaxed and keeping my eye on the target. I want 
to keep disciplined and stick to the game plan. 

“I am focusing more on my defence now and 
keeping that all nice and compact. I want to 
throw punches that leave me with minimum risk 
and have maximum effect when they land. That 
is boxing in a nutshell. 

“I don’t mind when I get another title fight. I 
have been there before and I know what it is all 
about and this is just about getting back to the 
level I was before. 

Difficult 

“I have had some difficult times in my last title 
fights and I have had my reasons for the losses 
but that is boxing, it is a great sport but a cruel 
business. It is what it is and hopefully now I am 
a different fighter I can get the victory if I do get 
another chance at a belt. 

“I just want to fight and stick to the process 
that we have been working on for around three 
months now. I can feel it paying off. I can see 
little improvements in my whole boxing game. 

“I am coming to the ring with a plan now. 
Every time I get in the gym and I am sparring I 
am focused on the plan and this process will not 
stop until I get to where I need to.“ 

The southpaw has fought in four title fights in 
his career and has been unsuccessful in each of 
them. But he has never given up. 

Tickets are priced at £35 for standard unre¬ 
served tickets or £60 ringside to include a two- 
course Sunday lunch. Call (01384) 482 882. 


COMPLICATED tyre choices nearly cost Black 
Country racers dear during round four of the 
No Limits endurance series at Anglesey. 

But the Double Two Racing duo of Pete 
Wright, of Tividale and Blackheath’s Martyn 
Siviter managed to salvage the race and retain 
top spot in the Club 600 championship. 

With overnight storms abandoning qualify¬ 
ing sessions for round four, starting positions 
on the grid were determined by a draw out the 
hat - and the team picked out a lowly slot of 24. 

They dediced to start the race with a wet 
front and slick rear on Siviter’s bike. But Siv¬ 
iter was pretty much last after a few laps and 
was even lapped by the team’s chief rivals in 
class, who were on full wets. About 20 min¬ 


utes into the 500km race, there was a dramatic 
change in Siviter’s times. With riders on wets 
falling apart in drying conditions, the team 
moved up into the top 20 and seventh in class. 

Siviter climbed up to second in class and 
sixth overall as the other teams made multiple 
pit stops, but then problems with Wright’s visor 
followed. After nearly an hour, he signalled he 
was coming in and after another great pit stop 
the duo managed to maintain second in class. 

Then, Siviter was deemed to have passed a 
rider under a yellow flag and was called in for a 
one-minute stop/go penalty. With a win out of 
reach, they brought the bikes home second in 
class, fourth in the National 600 class, eighth 
overall, but with a 16-point championship lead. 


World Cup 
legacy is 
pitch perfect 

A NEW artificial grass pitch is being 
installed at Stourbridge Rugby Club as 
part of the RFU’s Rugby 365 initiative. 

The World Cup 2015 legacy project 
aims to deliver 100 artificial pitches over 
four years in an investment of more than 
£50m. 

The new facility at the Bridgnorth 
Road ground will provide year-round 
rugby. The floodlit surface will also en¬ 
able additional training sessions and 
more flexibility in playing times. The 
site should be open for booking by Au¬ 
gust 19. 

Stourbridge RFC chairman Robin 
Edwards said: “We are delighted to be 
working with the RFU and to have been 
selected to host their artificial grass 
pitch. We believe it will prove to be an 
excellent facility, which will enhance 
the local playing experience and provide 
a reliable surface that should encourage 
open running rugby. 

“The opportunity to use a pitch fre¬ 
quently without the usual concerns 
about extensive maintenance is a nov¬ 
elty we are keen to experience. We hope 
to attract players of all ages and abili¬ 
ties from across the community to enjoy 
playing rugby on this new surface.” 

Steve Grainger, RFU rugby develop¬ 
ment director, said: “Since launching 
our first sites in January we have seen 
local clubs, schools and teams all em¬ 
bracing the opportunity to play on the 
world-class facilities without weather, 
darkness or lack of pitch access limiting 
their ability to enjoy this great game.” 

Rugby player tries 
out for Philippines 

AN Old Swinford Hospital pupil has 
been called up to represent the Philip¬ 
pines in an under-20 tournament. 

Year 12 pupil James Halasan Ryan is 
one of a 17-man squad called up for the 
U20 Asia Rugby Sevens Championships. 

The Philippines will be competing 
against the likes of Japan, Hong Kong, 
Korea and Sri Lanka. 

The tournament will be played at 
Kings Park, Hong Kong on August 5 
and 6 and players have been selected 
to attend an official training camp on 
Saturday July 29 at the Southern Plains 
High Performance Facility in Calamba, 
Laguna. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 71% 
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FREE ESTIMATES AND HOME VISITS | WE DON’T USE SUBCONTRACT BATHROOM INSTALLERS UNLIKE OTHER LOCAL BATHROOM COMPANIES! 


PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 
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COMPLETE GARAGE CONVERSIONS FROM £6,350 

? DISABILITY OFFER BATH OUT, LOW LEVEL 
SHOWER TRAY IN FROM £1895 
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No deposit required... 
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plastic ceiling with chrome inserts and 
4 x led spot lights with all full bathroom 

conversions Excludes special offers 
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Full bathroom conversions from 

Fully fitted kitchens from 

Friendly reliable service 
Fully project managed 


Call Dan on: 0121 647 3585 www.db-maintenance.co.uk 15 Years Experience Fully Insured 4.7*****Reviews 



























